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PREFATORY MEMOIR.

Tre following Tracts are part of a Collection formed by
the present Editor about twenty years ago, with the object
of possessing documents illustrative of the History of his
native County, which it would be impossible to find in
any regular or connected work. They were intended
solely for his own use and his private Library, as he was
conscious that there might be much difference of opinion
as to the propriety of republishing in a collected form
these contemporary memorials of civil and religious dis-
cord, and of almost fraternal strife.

Since that period opinions in favour of illustrating
History by republication of Tracts, have been expressed
and acted upon by high authorities. In 1825, the Civil
War Tracts of Gloucestershire were given to the world
collectively, with an excellent introduction by the Rev. John
Webb, under the express patronage of George IV and his
Lord Lieutenant for that county, the late Duke of Beaufort.
Among other subsequent works of the same class, may be
named “ The Boscobel Tracts,” published by Mr. Hughes,
under the recommendation and suggestions of the Bishop
of Llandaff. Other Tracts, of the Parliamentary party, had
been previously subjoined, by Sir Walter Scott, to his Me-
moirs of the Great Civil War, and similar illustrations have
been recently added by Mr. Wright to his Autobiography of
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Joseph Lister. Finally, under the patronage of the Lorp
LIEuTENANT OF LANCASHIRE, and of almost every name of
hereditary rank or high official dignity connected with that
County and the sister Palatinate, Tae CEETHAM SoOCIETY
determined to publish the Civil War Tracts of Lancashire;
and when honoured by a request from a Society thus con-
stituted that he would communicate his own collection for
such purpose, and direct its publication, the Editor consi-
dered it, at once, & duty and a pleasure to comply.

It may be desirable to explain that the object of publica-
tion regards TracTs, and documents of that class, only, and
that the following plan of arrangement has been adopted:
The selection of Tracts has been limited to such as relate
to the proceedings of the Military, or the local Lieutenancy
which directed them, to which explanatory notes have been
added, with such extracts from contemporary journals or
similar memorials as are requisite to connect the links of
the story. To this mass of original documents a chrono-
logical table of local events is prefixed, to guide the reader
through the labyrinth of details; and two Indexes are
added: the first, or biographical Index, is constructed with
a view to the identification of the person and family of each
individual of local consideration; and the second, so as to
enable the reader to follow, at once, the whole series of
events here recorded, relating to each place or person. A
chronological arrangement has been adopted, with the
exception of two Tracts, by N. Barnet and Col. Rosworm,
placed otherwise for reasons stated elsewhere; and all the
Tracts which the Editor possessed in transcript only, have
been collated anew with the original printed copies.

The object of the present prefatory essay is, to add to
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these documents a brief notice of the scene of the conflicts,
and of the principal persons of the long and fearful tragedy
which, from peculiar circumstances, seems in some degree
to separate itself from the greater struggle which raged, at
the same period, in the other portions of the three king-
doms.

THE SCENE of this local warfare, with the exception of
one battle near Cartmell, and some skirmishes in the moun-
tainous district dividing Lancashire from Yorkshire, lies
entirely in the flat part of the former county bounded by
that mountainous district, the river Lune, the Irish Sea,
and the Mersey.

It does not appear that any other long or continuous
warfare was ever carried on in these limits; at least, within
the range of authentic history. Tacitus gives us the march
of Agricola northwards through forests and estuaries, which
Rauthmell, with great probability, adapts to the geogra-
phical features of Lancashire. Ten centuries after this,
the Norman army forced its way through the defiles already
mentioned, in passing from the devastation of Yorkshire
southwards. Subsequently, the Scots penetrated to Cli-
thero and to Lancaster. After this, local affrays occurred
with the retainers of Earl Thomas of Lancaster; military
movements took place in connexion with the wars of the
Roses, the preparations for Bosworth, the rising for
Lambert Simnel, the suppression of monasteries, and the
pilgrimage of grace; and, at a later period, the irruptions of
the adherents of the Stuarts in 1715 and 1745. Except-
ing, however, the struggles recorded in these Tracts, no
systematic or continuous warfare is known to have existed
in Lancashire.
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The area contained within the natural boundaries men-
tioned has been thrice fortified ;—namely, first, by its
Roman conquerors; secondly, by the local grantees of the
Norman sovereigns; and lastly, by the contending parties
in the seventeenth century. The exact sites of fortresses
have varied, but the objects of defence have been the same
in all,—namely, the mountainous boundary on the east,
the lines of the Lune, Ribble and Mersey, and a central
position guarding the plain of South Lancashire; and it
may not be uninteresting to compare their coincidences.

With respect to RoMAN DEFENCES, the first fortress to
be noticed is the celebrated one of which so much has been
written by the elder Whitaker, and which forms the centre
of the operations described in the Tracts following—Man-
CHESTER—protecting at once the district adjacent to the
higher portion of the Mersey and the junction of the
Irwell with its tributary streams. Its British origin and
Roman adoption are equally unquestionable; three minor
fortresses were placed on the Mersey to the south of it, at
SToCKPORT, STRETTON, and WARRINGTON ; and another
position at BLACKROD defended the centre of the flat part of
South Lancashire to the north of it. Further northwards,
a camp at RIBCHESTER guarded the pass of the Ribble, as
OverBoroUGH did that of the Lune as well as those of
the hills to the eastwards. Other parts of this moun-
tainous chain were protected by the works of CAsTER CLIFF,
near Colne, and SrLAck, between Blackstone-edge and
Halifax. On the west, a camp at LANCASTER guarded the
mouth of Lune; but the mouth of the Ribble and the
neighbourhood of the present Liverpool appear to have
been left, in the Roman period, to the protection of natural
fastnesses.
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A sEcoND DISTRIBUTION OF FORTRESSES followed the
acquisition of England by the NorMANs, and situations
generally analogous to the RoMaAN positions were chosen.
Much has been said as to these having been selected
along the Mersey, with regard to the jealousies of early
Barons in a period when paramount interests on its oppo-
site banks were distinct; but it is probable that the prin-
ciple on which Norman baronies were apportioned here
regarded only the maintenance of Saxon subjugation, and
the castles would of course be fixed in the most secure
part of each barony. Manchester continued to be a for-
tress as before, covered, towards the Mersey, by Stockport,
Ullerswell and Dunham within the Cheshire palatinate,
and by Warrington, as before, on its northern bank; but
the defences of the Mersey were now continued seawards by
Halton Castle on the Cheshire side, and by another fortress
placed at Liverpool by the chief lord of the districts com-
prised within the future honour of Lancaster. Newton
defended the central position of South Lancashire; Castle-
ton, Clithero and Hornby, guarded the passes of the hills,
the two latter severally protecting also the Lune and the
Ribble; on the latter of which, adjacent to its estuary, a
baronial castle was continued at Penwortham, which had
risen in the Saxon period. The chief fortress of the para-
mount lord, Roger of Poictou, rose within the site of the
Roman camp at Lancaster.

To these were afterwards added the fortified mansions
of Lathom, Thurland, and Hoghton ; and, at a later period,
the castle of Greenhaugh,—which latter ones regarded
private interests only, and were distinct from the fortresses
consequent on the Norman apportionment in the first in-
stance.
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Many of these castles or castellets had fallen to ruin a¢
the outbreak of the Civil War in 1642; but Lancaster,
Hornby, Thurland, Greenhaugh, Hoghton, Clithero, and
Lathom, were defensible, and occupied for military pur-
poses. In other positions the feudal castles were succeeded
by fortified towns. Military works, consisting chiefly
of mud walls, were thrown up at Manchester, Bolton,
Warrington, Liverpool, and Lancaster. Wigan, a new
central position, formed what was called ¢ an impregnable
piece,” covering Lathom, and Preston succeeded to Pen-
wortham in the defence of the Ribble. In the first instance
the passes of Blackstone-edge were neglected, but were
afterwards fortified by the engineer of the Manchester gar-
rison, which last town was the only Lancashire stronghold
that was not in the hands of the Royalists at the com-
mencement of the war.

The next point for discussion relates to the PERsoNs oF
THE TRAGEDY; at the head of whom must be placed the
noble Earl with whose Parliamentary removal from his
Lieutenancy the Tracts commence, terminating with his
execution. His hereditary influence is described by the
chronicler of Lathom Siege as having been locally consi-
dered equal to that of the Crown, which it so faithfully
supported ; and, unpopular as he was at Court, the wavering
of the King’s advisers as to the propriety of raising the
standard at Warrington, in the centre of the Derby inte-
rest, was sufficient acknowledgment of his power. The
connexion of this influence with Lancashire was of no ordi-
nary antiquity, and was in fact the basis and the cause of
the later acquisitions. Estates in Lancashire are consi-
dered, on as good grounds as the case admits, to have been
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inherited by the Stanleys, and their progenitors the Lathoms
of Lathom, from previous ancestors in the female line
reputed to have held them at a period beyond the range
of existing records, and before Lancashire had a name, or
separate existence as a County. The foundation charter
of Burscough Abbey fixes Robert Fitz Henry de Lathom,
in the time of Richard I, at the Lordship from which he
derived his name, and which occupies so conspicuous a
place in the narratives of this volume; and in 1250, during
the minority of William de Ferrers, then Earl of Derby,
the King granted to Robert de Lathom (according to the
custom of the time) the custody of that Earl's ‘ Honour
OF LANCASTER,” the germ of the future PavaTmvaTe. It
was one of the most important trusts that could be con-
ferred on a subject, and an earnest of the honourable con-
nexions with Lancashire enjoyed by his descendants.

After the death of Sir Thomas de Lathom in 1382, and
that of his son, Thomas de Lathom, in the year following, it
is well known that Lathom and Knowsley, with their de-
pendencies, passed to Isabel his daughter, and her husband
Sir John Stanley. The rolls of Parliament and the records
of the Duchy Office, contain the particulars of their contest
with John Duke of Lancaster on behalf of his alleged
ward, Elena de Lathom, a rival candidate; but these, and
the successive illustrious alliances and diplomatic and chi-
valrous honours of their descendants, are foreign to the
subject. It is proper, however, to advert to the military
exertions of the successive Earls of Derby, on the rising of
Buckingham, at Bosworth, on the insurrections in favour
of Lambert Simnel, and after the dissolution of the monas-
teries,—all of which had their great and appropriate

' b
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reward in Lancashire lands, which fell in these movements
to the disposal of the Crown. A comparison of the Inqui-
sition taken with respect to the domains of the House of
Lathom in 1385, with a later one taken in 13 Hen. VIII,
after the death of Thomas Stanley, first Earl of Derby in
this line (both of which may be found in the printed
calendar of Duchy Records), will illustrate the extent of a
part of these rewards of military service, and the additional
local influence in Lancashire obtained thereby by their
noble proprietor, and his descendants.

It is well known that jesuitical intrigue, based on the
vast estates, influence, and royal descent of Ferdinando,
the fifth Earl, led to his death by poison in the reign of
Elizabeth, and that in the reign of James I the [total
aggregate of the Derby estates suffered great diminution,
in consequence of a partition made between the daughters
~ and co-heiresses of this unfortunate nobleman, and William,

sixth Earl of Derby, his brother and heir male; but the
Isle of Man, with the Lancashire estates, and other vast
domains in adjacent counties, accompanied the descent of
the Earldom. These estates, thus partly derived from
days of remote antiquity, and partly earned by the services
of later generations, were resigned by the same Earl
William to his son James before the commencement of the
Civil War. The outbreak of those troubles found this last
nobleman the Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire, Cheshire,
and all the counties of North Wales, and seated among the
Peers by summons as LORD STRANGE, in the lifetime of his
father, who died in retirement at Chester during the Siege
of Manchester.

Such was the deep root of that ancient and mighty
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influence which was placed by James, Earl of Derby, at
the disposal of King Charles, with zeal, fidelity, and self-
devotion unconquerable.

Dugdale’s Baronage, the Earl’s own Memoir, preserved
by Peck, and the compilations of Collins and Seacome from
Bishop Rutter’s MSS., may be consulted, with some quali-
fication, as to points beyond the scope of this work, con-
nected with the Earl's loyal efforts, and the distrust and
unkindness which paralysed them. Clarendon perhaps
requires more qualification, as reflecting the opinion of an
unfriendly court. Rarely has fidelity been more fully
proved or more severely tried ; * but this will be justified,”
writes the Earl, in his modest memoir addressed to his son,
¢ that the King had good intents for us, that I have dis-
charged a good conscience in all, and that my honor is safe
in spight of the worst detractors.” A

Next after the head of the Lancashire Royalists, Sz
ToomAs TYLDESLEY must be selected from the numerous
names in the following series as their unflinching right hand,
and on the opposite side GENERAL ASHTON may be considered
the decided local leader, either with reference to hereditary
consequence, ability, or energy, in the general warfare.
On particular occasions, the command was taken by Seaton,
Fairfax, and Cromwell, and occasional support was given
by Sir William Brereton, and the elder Sir George Booth
from the sister Palatinate.

Among the military officers and private gentlemen acting
as officers under exigencies of the time, will be found the
names of several who had served in Germany or the Low
Countries, had mingled in the society of those Courts, or
were nearly connected with officers distinguished therein,
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and who were decidedly of that school of arms. Such were
Rupert, Byron, Langdale, Monro, Tyldesley, the Gerards,
Crane, and Farmer, on the Royal side; and Brereton,
Fairfax, and Rosworm, among their opponents.

To the inveteracy of local feelings and bitterness of reli-
gious animosity, may be added, as another cause of the
duration and severity of the struggle in Lancashire, the
nice balance of opposite parties. The petition of the
“ Recusants,” in an early part of the series of Tracts,
brings forward a few of those ancient and highly descended
families which still constitute so marked a feature in the
Lancashire aristocracy; and in a later part will be found
the presentation of fifteen thousand Recusants at one Ses-
sions. The greater part of the principal Lancashire
Royalists belonged to this class, or were closely connected
with it. On the other hand, the populous district round
Bolton, termed the * Geneva of Lancashire,” had been
long considered the very school and centre of Puritanism;
and Lancashire itself (formed by the Presbyterians into
one ecclesiastical Province, * classically” distributed) is
stated by the biographer of Heywood to have exhibited the
most complete specimen of their arrangement and disci-
pline that England possessed. Add to the necessary con-
sequences of such collision of sentiment the well-known
energy and uncompromising sternness of the Lancashire
character, and it becomes surprising that the horrors of
the local tragedy were not more aggravated.

In the early part of the contest, the struggle was chiefly
between the hundreds of Salford and Blackburn on one
side, and the Royalists of the remaining four hundreds on
the other,—Manchester (previous to the fortification of
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Bolton) being the .only Parliamentary fortress, with a
division of opinions in itself, before the siege, and a preva-
lence of Royalist sentiment in Salford, its suburb.. After the
repulse of Derby, it continued to be the centre of local
Parliamentary strength during the entire contest, and its
importance is fully discussed in the pages of Col. Rosworm.
It was, in fact, balanced against Lathom, whilst that man-
sion remained unsubdued. Previous to the fall of that
mansion, Manchester supplied from its garrison the forces
which reduced the rest of Lancashire, checked the Earl of
Newecastle in full success, extended its forays into Cheshire
and North Wales, constituted (in Clarendon’s opinion) the
only position of moment hostile to Charles between Nant-
wich and Carlisle, and commanded the forbearance of
Rupert in his career towards York and Marston. Subse-
quently, it sheltered the Committees of Lancashire in their
hours of danger, and was the point from which Cromwell,
Lambert, and Lilburne, in full consciousness of its impor-
tance, laboured successively to avert the armies of Hamilton
and Charles II, and afterwards the last desperate energies
of Derby. It was the point, in short, to use the Earl's
phrase, “from which bands of ungodly rebells sallied;”
and the place, on the other hand, upon which Vicars and
'his party showered praises for zeal and indurance, as the
town, “next to the most famous and renowned citie of
London,” in prosperous contention *for God and true
religion.”

" In the year which followed the execution of Derby,
Manchester ceased to be a fortress. To use the words of
Hollinworth, its chronicler, * the towne was dismantelled,
the walls thrown down, the gates sold or carried away.”
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It was known to the ruling powers that the Lancashire
party, which had so steadily supported the Parliament, was
unfriendly to the future Protector, and this feeling was
strongly evinced in the rising of Sir George Booth in
1659. Under the failure which occurred, such feeling
could only show itself in lamentation, but this was deep
and general; and when the Restoration arrived, there were
few places in which it was welcomed with greater spirit
that in Manchester. These events, however, relate to dis-
tinet principles of political feeling and action, and form a
series of their own, which may be studied with interest
in Dr. Hibbert’s History of the Collegiate Church, and in
Mr. Hunter’s Life of Oliver Heywood.

" The TracTs must of course be read with due allowance
for their strong and unavoidable party colouring; but the
statements, to a certain extent, correct one another, and it
is presumed that they will give, collectively, more informa-
tion as to local events of their day, with reference to dates,
and identification of persons, families, and places, than can
be found in any other existing documents.

Finally, the Author has pleasure in acknowledging the
kind assistance of SIR CHARLES YouNG, GARTER KNG OF
ARrmMS, in permitting various references to the valuable
Records of the HeraLD'Ss CoLLEGE; and to the OFFICERS
of the BririsE Museuy, in facilitating his collations there.
He is also indebted to the Bismor or Lranparr for the
loan of an illustrated copy of the Boscobel Tracts; to
Epwarp Baines, Esq. of Leeds (author of the History of
Lancashire), for the loan of his collection of rare Lanca-
shire Tracts, which has supplied two printed in the pre-
sent volume; and to.James CrossLEY, of Manchester, Esq.
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for the use of his copy of the very rare Tract of Colonel
Rosworm. To JomN PALMER, of Manchester, Esq. (author
of the History of the Siege of that town) he is indebted
for a search in the ancient municipal accounts of that
borough, and other information; and to T. Durrus Harpy,
Esq. F.S.A. of the Tower Record Office; the REv. JonN
WesB, M.A. F.S.A. (editor of the Gloucestershire Civil
War Tracts); the Rev. Henry O. Coxe, M.A. Sub-Libra-
rian of the Bodleian Library; and the Rev. Josern
Hunteg, F.S.A. (the historian of Hallamshire and South
Yorkshire) ;—for obliging and useful communications.
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XX. The Declaration of the Lords and Commons, &c., in Commendnhon of
the Inhabitants of Manchester for their valiant resisting the Lord

Strange, &c.,now Earle of Darbie. Broadside, British Museum, 1642

Extracts from contemporary authorities continued - -
(XX.*) A Continuation of the late Proceedings of his Majesty’s Army at
Shrewsbury, Bridgenorth, Manchester, &c. London, Oct. 12, 1642
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Religion. 4to, London, 1643 - -

XXX. God’s Liftup Hand for Lancashire; a Sermon preached before the
Committee of the County of Lancaster, Dec. 18, 1645. (Inserted
out of order as to date on account of its connexion with the Tracts
preceding.) 4to, London, 1646 - - - -

Lists of Members of the Lancashire Committees of Sequestration, &c.
XXXI Manchester’s Joy for Derbies Overthrow. 4to, London, 1643 -
XXXTI. Repulse of Brereton and the Manchester Garrison at Warnngton by
Lord Derby, from Mercurius Aulicus -
XXXIII. A true Relation of & Great Victory obtained by Capt. Ashwn, &c.,
against the Earl of Derby at Whalley. 4to, London, 1643 -
Extracts from Newspapers and contemporary authorities in continu-
ation of the preceding events, relative to the fall of Wigan, War-
rington, the distress at Lathom, and Lord Derby’s flight to
Skipton and York, &ec., &c - -
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Introductory Remarks relative to the first Siege of Lathom House -
XXXVIIL A briefe Journal of the Siege against Lathom - - -

CHAPTER IX.—RUPERT'S ADVANCE TOWARDS YORK.

Extracts from contemporary Journals, &c., relative to Rupert's
March to the relief of Lathom - -
XXXIX. An exact Relation of the bloody and barbarous Mnssncre at Bolton
in the Moors, in Lancashire, May 28, by Prince Rupert. London,
4to, Aug. 22, 1644 - - -

102

106

107

143

145

145

148

152

155

159

187

188




CONTAINED IN THIS VOLUME. XX1

An account of the Siege and Takmg of Bolwn, &c. Seacome’s
Memoirs - - - 196
Extracts from contemporary Jom'nals relame to Rupert’s Siege of
Liverpool, &c. - 198
An account of the Sxege and Takmg of leerpool, &ec. (Sencomel
Memoirs) - 199
Continuation (from J ourmds) of Rupert’s Mn'eh to York md Marston 201

CHAPTER X.—RUPERT'S FLIGHT FROM MARSTON.

Extracts from Journals, &c., relative to Rupert’s retreat across Lanca-

shire from York towards Cheshire, the successive defeats of the

Royalists, the Reduction of Liverpool, Greenhaugh, Lathom,

Chester, &c., by the Parliament, with notices of the formation of

Lay and Ecclesiastical Committees 203
Three Great Victories obtained against the Lord Ogleby nnd othera

of Prince Rupert’s Forces. 4to, London, 1644 - - 205
A true Relation of two Great Victories obtained against the Enemy.

4to, London, 1644 - - - - - ibid.

CHAPTER XL—RosworM’s NARRATIVE, PETTTION, &c.!

XL. Good Service hitherto ill rewarded, or an Historicall Relation of
eight years’ Services for King and Parliament done in and about
Manchester. By Lieut. Col. Rosworm. London, 4to, 1649 - 215

Order in favour of Rosworm by the House of Commons. Sep. 4, 1644 244
A Letter from President Bradshaw in favour of the same. July7,1649 ibid.
XLL The Case of Lieut. Col. Rosworm. (A Petition to Parliament.)

July 1651 - - - - - - 245
Extracts from the Accounts of the Town of Manchester relative to
Rosworm, 1644-47 - - - - - 246
1648. CHAPTER XIL—HAMILTON'S IRRUPTION.
XLIL Engagement or Declaration of the Officers and Soldiers of the County
Palatine of Lancaster. 4to, May 19, 1648 - - - 248

XLIII. The copy of a letter from Duke Hamilton to the Ministers at Lan-
caster, with their answer to the same. 4to, London, Aug. 25, 1648 252

XLIV. The last Newes from the Prince of Wales, declaring his further
Proceedings against the Parliament’s Forces. 4to, London, 1648 254

! Col. Rosworm’s T'ract is inserted in this place, and out of its chronological order,
as it relates exclusively to the events described in the preceding Tracts, with the
exception of one brief allusion to Hamilton’s irruption of 1648, p. 237. For similar
reasons, mentioned in p. xix. Barnet’s God’s lift-up Hand for Lancashire is placed imme-
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE

OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS LOCALLY CONNECTED WITH THE PROGRESS OF

1641-2.
Feb. 12.
Mar. 12.

16432,

May 25.
May 28.

31.

June 6.

June 20,

23-25.

THE CIVIL WAR IN LANCASHIRE, FROM 1641 To 1651.

CHAP. L

Lord Wharton nominated as Lord Lieutenant of Lancashire by
the Commons to the King, in place of Lord Strange, and
formally appointed by them on March 5 - -

Petition from Lancashire, recognizing Lord Wharton’s appoint-
ment, received by the Commons. His list of Deputy Lieu-
tenants accepted, and additions to it directed - -

Lancashire petition to the K.mg. pnymg his return to Par-
liament -

Reported musters of Reonaant.s, nrmed, near Innelam. and of
their suppression by the Sheriff - -

Order of the Commons to the Sheriff of Lancashire, to anppress
levies &o. unauthorised by them -

Petition from 7000 inhabitants of Lancashire presented to t.he
King at York - -

The King’s answer delivered at York to the ngh Shenff SI.I‘
John Girlingten - - - -

CHAP. 1I.

Meeting convened on Preston Moor by the High Sheriff of
Lancashire, where the Commission of Array was read by him
in the presence of Lord Strange, the Constables charged by
Rigby on the part of the Deputy Lieutenants, and Preston
Magazine subsequently seized for the Crown by Mr. Farring-
ton’s agent -

Lord Strange seizes the Magmne at leerpool md proceeds
with forces to Bury, intending to seize the Manchester Mag-
azine, but is anticipated by the Lieutenancy, who secure it -

Communications opened between the Lieutenancy and Lord
Strange, and also with the House of Commons - -

The Militia, to the number of 7 or 8000, exercised by the Lieu-
tenancy at Manchester - -

PAGES

ibid.

324
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18, 14, 327

16,111
17

20




July 5.

8.
15.

15.

Sep. 16.
27.

29.

Sep. 13.

24, 25.

26.
27.

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.

Alleged skirmish (supposed to be inacourately stated) between
Lord Strange and the people of Manchester - -

The Array mustered at Knutsford, by order of Lord Strange -

The Array, to the number of 4000, mustered on Preston Moor
by Lord Strange - - -

The Array, including 2000 from Mmdleshr,&c. mustered at
Bury, another muster being held at Wigan - -

Affray and bloodshed at Manchester, in the evening, on Lord
Strange’s attendance at & banquet, after which heprooeed: to
Sir Alexander Radolyffe's, at Ordahall - -

The HomofCommonsmdntheImpuohmtofInrdSﬂ‘mge
for High Treason to be published -

The King receives the Petition of thoRewnntsforllhertyto
arm, at Chester, and grants the same -

Parliament directs money to be raised for defence of Inw-
shire, and Sir J. Seaton to have the military command there

CHAP. IIL

Sir Edward Fitton of Gawsworth and Mr. Leigh commence
the plundering and disarming of the Parliamentarians in
Cheshire, and Manchester is put in a state of defence -

Lord Strange’s forces appear before Manchester, commanded by
himself, and attended by the Lancashire Royalists, the Gentle-
men in the Parliamentarian interest enfari.ng into the Town
for its defence - - - -

Lord Strange summons Manchester and commences a cannonade

A parley requested by Lord Stnnge, and cessation agreed upon

The cannonade resumed - -

Trench cast up at the end ofDemsgwe, but cannon nmovedm
the night by the Earl of Derby, who succeeded his father,
Earl William, on the preceding day., (See p. 342.) -

The Cheshire Array refuses to march against Manchester -

LordDerbyrequeohoxohmgeofpnoonsu,mdbrethupt«he
siege - -

Thanks of Parliament vmd to the Townsmen of Mmhesﬁl -

BartLE or Evcr Hmi, to which Lord Derby’s Lancashire
Regiments accompanied the King, the Earl himself being
sent back to Lancashire - -

Parliament directs a new Commission of the Peloe forl’Aneuth

Lord Kilmorey, Lord Brereton, &o. attempt topmﬁute between
Manchester and Lord Derby - - -

Parliament send cannon to Manchester, and to Col. thton 8,
at Middleton - - - - -
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3,112
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38

51,114

52,114
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85
ib.
121
55
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69,159 °
61
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xxvi

18.

27.

10.

24,

1642-3.
Jan.

Feb, 9.
14.
16.
17.

Mar.18,19.

21.
22,

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.

Sir Alexander Rndclyﬂe, K.B. of Ordshall Hnll, committed to
- the Tower - 62
Lord Derby, advancing into Warwicluhue, shﬁed to be do-
feated with the loss of 1200 men (slain and prisoners), near
Birmingham, and to have returned thence to Lathom to re-
cruit his regiments. (Good Newes out of Cheshire. King’s

Tracts, vol. xxxviii, No. 44, 1642, supposed inaccurate.) - 335
Blackburn seized, and Whalley disarmed, by the Amy, who in
* turn are defeated by clabmen - 123

Defeat of Derby on Lowton Common, near Leigh followed by
the defeat of Sir Gilbert Hoghton, by Shuttleworth and

Starkie, on Hinfield Moor - - 63, 65
Parliament troops, under Bradshaw and Venables. defeated near

- Hindley, by Wigan troops - - 63,125
Sir Cecil Trafford committed to prison at Mmchesfer - 62

Appointment of Royalist Officers at & meeting at Preston, and

of a council of Royalist Gentlemen to assemble there in aid

of the Earl of Derby, as “ Lord General of Lancashire” - 66
Leigh regained by Manchester forces, under Rosworm, by

assault, and an assault by the Array on Blackburn repelled 125,224

CHAP. IV.
Sir John Goodrick and other prisoners taken by Fairfax sent
to Manchester from Bradford - - - - 70
Ammunition sent for Manchester intercepted, and the soldiers
raised for that place used to fill up the regiments of Essex - ib.
Reports of an intention to supersede the Earl of Derby as Gene-
- ral of Lancashire, by the appointment of the Earl of Newcastle ib,
Attempt of Sir John Talbot to entrap the chief persons of Man-
chester garrison by an invitation to Salesbery - - ib.
Preston stormed by Sir Jobn Seaton and the garrison of Man-
chester - - - - - 72, 127, 224
Hoghton Tower surrendered to Clpt. Starkle, and blown up
- by accident . - - 80,128
Lord Derby’s first assault on Bolton repelled - - 76,81, 129
Lancaster Castle occupied for the Parliament, by Birch - 84,130
Ordnance taken from a Spaniah vessel moved to Lancaster
- Castle - - - - 84, 87, 90, 130

Lord Derby enters, fires, and abmdona Inneuter Col. Birch
subsequently abandons the Castle, but resumes possession - 85-g, 131
Lord Derby retakes Preston, and the Parliament Magazine there 85, 132
Dragoons commanded by Capt. Norris, defeated by the Royal-
- ists under Major Brewyer - - - 86




1643.

28.
April 1.

5.

20.

22,

10,

23.
28.

June 21.

1643,
June 30.

July 1.

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. xxvi
Lord Derby’s intention of a second attack on Manchester frus-
trated by the King’s orders to Lord Molineux (Seacome) - 96
Lord Derby’s second assault on Bolton repelled . - 188
Lancashire Committee of Sequestration appointed - - 90
Wigan taken on Easter Eve by the Mauchester forces, and
abandoned - - - 94, 134, 226
Brereton and the Manchester gerneon repelled in an assault on
‘Warrington - - - 95, 135
[Before this.] Blackburn uken by Lord Derby. md retaken
by Seaton, who subsequently laid siege to Preston - 96
Lord Derby defeated by Col. Ashton at Whalley - - 96,135
Tyldesley and the Royalists, repelled by Ashton from Wigan,
fall back on Lathom - 99,137, 160
Derby leaves Lathom, retreating before Ashton through Lan-
cashire to Hornby, and thence to York, where he joins the
Queen - - 99, 160, 280
[About.] . Fairfax i mtemepts a letter from Lathom to the Queen,
describing the distress there. Preston taken - " 100
Winwick Church &c. (defended by the Royalists) taken - 138
Col. Norris surrenders Warrington, after five days’ siege, and
Lathom is summoned - - - 101, 188, 160
15,000 Papists presented in one Sessions in Lancashire - 102
Liverpool surrendered to the Perliv.mentary forces under Col.
Ashton - 104, 138
[Before.] Col. Ashton takee the Cutles of Hornby and Thur-
land, in Lunesdale, and relieves Lancaster, the Royalist forces
marching to the Queen at York - - - 106,139
CHAP. V
Lancashire’s Valley of Achor, being a recapitulation of preceding
events (inserted, in their order, in the precedmg pm of this
table), with some additions - - 107-142
CHAP. VI.
The Earl of Newcastle defeats the Fairfaxes and the Mus-
queteers of Manchester garrison at Adwalton Moor,Yorkshire 143-6
Sir Thomas Fairfax occupies Bradford, but is compelled to aban-
don it to Newcastle - - - ib.
The Earl of Newcastle summons the gm'uon of Ma.nchester
from Bradford - - . 148
The garrison decline acceptance of terms - - - 145



xxviil

17-81.

August.

26.

16434,
Jan, 21.

Feb. 27.

28-Mar.10.

Mar. 12.
1644.
May 23.

27.

19.

CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.

The passage at Blackstono Edge fortified, and ekirmishes be-
tween Newcastle and the Manchester troops, ending in his
discomfiture, Part of the Manchester forces serving with
Brereton before Halton Castle, which was reduced July 22 -

Manchester forces, partly occupied in Cheshire and partly in
the reduction and plundering of Craven

. Col. Huddleston, with Tyldesley and others, defewod in lﬁxr-

ness, by Col. Rigby -
Thurland Castle (reoccupied by Su' John Gn'lmgton) taken md
burned by Rigby -

CHAP. VII.

The Manchester troops return home from Wales, and Brere-
ton’s forces fall back upon Nantwich, on the landing of the
Irish Royalists in Wirral Hundred, in Cheshire -

The Manchester forces defeated between Sandbach and Mul
dlewich by Lord Byron, who had recovered Holt, Wrexham,
&o. and advanced from Chester to the siege of Nantwich -

Fairfax advances from Manchester to Nantwich, accompanied
by Ashton’s, Holland’s, and Booth’s regiments, joins Sir
‘Wm. Brereton, and defeating Lord Byron on Jan. 25, near
Nantwich, raises the siege, and advances aubsequently

against Lathom - - -

CHAP. VIIIL.

The Parliamentarian forces commence the actual siege of

Lathom - - - - - -
Negociations between Fairfax and the Countess of Derby -
Lady Derby’s garrison sallies out and attacks the besiegers -

Lady Derby informed that Rupert and his army were advanc-

ing through Cheshire to her relief -
Col. B.lgby raises the siege, and reunng by Eoolelton, joins ﬂm
garrison in Bolton - -
CHAP. IX.

Prince Rupert enters Cheshire, from Shropshno, marching to
the relief of Lathom - - - -

147,229
148
150

151

152

158

154,289

163
163-8
169

182

183

187




CHRONOLOGICAT, TABLE. xxix

25. Rupert foroes the pass at Stockport, and marches towards Bol-

ton, Col. Rosworm having rejeceed his offers for the betnying
of Manchester - - 188,230

28. Bolton assaulted and stormed by Pnnoe Bupert uul the Earl
of Derby - - 183,189, 196
June. Liverpool taken by storm by Rupert - - - 199
Lathom House strengthened with additional works - - 201

Jun. 20-25. Rupert’s army attacked by Col. Shuttleworth near Blackburne,
in its route to York - - - - - ib.
July 2. Rupert defeated at MarsToN Moor - - - 202

CHAP. XL

Jul.&Aug. Rupert’s forces flying across Lancashire, and the Royalists of

that county associated with them, beaten in suocessive fights,
and the siege of Lathom renewed - - - 202-207
Nov. 1. Liverpool surrendered to Sir John Meldrum - 207

Dec. 13. The Lancashire Committee of Ministers for Pmbyuman Ordi

1645. nation appointed - - - 208
July. The Lodge at Lathom surrendered to the Purlnment - 209

Aug. 29. Ordinance for appointment of the Committee of the County of
Lancaster - - - - - 209
Dec. 4. Lathom House surrendered - - 211

Dec. 9. Order of Parliament for a Collection for the duh'eued in Man-

1645-6. chester - - - - - 213
Feb. 3. Surrender of Chester - 214

1646.Jun.10.The King's Warrant issued for the final summder of all Boyd-
ist fortresses - - - - - 214

CHAPTERS XII. XIIIL XIV.

1647. The children of Lord Derby restored, under Fairfax’s media-
1648. tion, to possession of Knowsley - - 282
May. Declaration or Engagement of the Lancashire soldmra - 250

June 9. The Committee of Lancashire order their Bagnnenh to joi.n
Lambert’s forces - 252

Aug. The Scotch and Englmh Royslmts nnder Humlwn enter
Furness - - 255

10. Comq)ondenoe between Eumlton at Homby, and the minis-
ters in Lancaster Castle - - - 253
16. Cromwell reaches Stonihurst in pursuit of Humlton - 257

17. Battle of Preston, and pursuit of Hamilton to Wigan and War-
rington, on the 18th and 19th - - 257-267



XXX CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.

26. Sir Marmaduke Langdale’s report of the battle, &c. from his
prison at Nottingham -

Oct. 11. 8ir Thomas Tyldesley and others, whom Hsmilton had leﬁ

besieging Laucaster, surrender at Appleby - -

The children of Lord Derby removed from Knowsley, and im-

1649. prisoned at Liverpool - -

May 29. Collection ordered for sufferers by dutreea and pescllenoe in

Lancashire -

Lx. CoL. RosworM pnblishee hia complu.i.nt agu.inat. the autho-

rities of Manchester - - - -

July. The Parliament employ Ireton as commissary to treat with

Lord Derby for the surrender of Man - - -

Langdale and Dives sent as commissioners from the Hague to

assist the Earl in Man - -

July 18. Lord Derby publishes a declaration, by tbe advice of the com-

missioners, inviting all Lancashire and other Bnyahsu to take

1649-50. shelter in the Isle of Man - -

Feb. 25. Aremarkable appearance of Parhelia at Bolton, Mmcheater, &e.

1650. July. The imprisonment of the Earl’s children approved by Parlia-

ment, a3 a measure of retaliation for his treatment of prisoners

1651, July. Lord Derby reports himself to be in readiness for a descent on

Lancashire, in aid of the irruption of Charles IL - -

Aug. 12. Lord Derby and Tyldesley actively engaged in directing em-

barkation of soldiers, &c. and equipment of the vessels

about to sail from Man - - - -

CHAP. XV.

Aung. Parliamentary forces collected at Wa.mngt.on to oppose the
King’s advance -

Aug. 12. Charles proclaimed at Lancaster Cross md lodged at Ashbon
Hall, at Mierscough Lodge on the 13th, at Euxton on the
14th, at Bryn on the 15th -

16. The Royalists pass Warrington Bridge, a&er skn'mnshee thh
Lambert, who takes a position on Knotsford Heath, Charles
turning off towards Shropshire - -

16. Lord Derby lands in Lancashire, at Wyer ‘Water, and !.fter
joining Charles in Cheshire, is sent back to Lancashire to
recruit - -

19. Lilburne appears in force near Middleton, and checks the ex-

cursions of Gen. Massey, who follows Charles to Worcester

20. Lilburne’s head-quarters at Prescot, and Lord Derby’s at
Ormskirk - - - - - -
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE.

Lilburne reinforced from the garrison at Liverpool, and vessels
there sent thence to surprise the frigates left by Lord Derby
in Wyer-water -

Lord Derby, advancing from Preston wwurda Manchester,
defeated by Lilburne at Wigan, and Tyldesley slain -

CHAP. XVI.
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L

To the Honorable the House of Commons now assembled in Parlia-
ment, The humble Petition of divers Knights, Esquires, Ministers,
Gentlemen, and Fresholders of the Countie Palatine of Lancaster,'

Sheweth,

That your petitioners with all the gratitude that thankful hearts can
expresse do acknowledge the fidelitie patience and unparalleld in-
dustry of this Honorable House in the indevours to restore to order
the discomposed condition of this Church and State; and to put
the same into a way to unitie puretie and peace. For purging the

! The series of preliminary documents is commenced with this Petition (presented
to the Commons March 12, 1641-2, and preserved among the Broadsides in the British
Muscum), as containing the recognition, by the Lancashire Parliamentary party, of
Lord Wharton as lord-licutenant of that county in place of James, Lord Strange,
nominated by the Commons to the King February 13, and absolutely appointed by
them March 5, 1642, on the King's refusing to sanction the nomination. The ordi-
nance appointing the Parliamentary Lieutenants will be found in Rushworth, part iii.
vol. i. p. 526, with a power to those new officers to appoint such “ persons of quality as
to them shall seem meet, to be their deputy lieutenants, to be approved of by both
Houses of Parliament.”

Such appointment immediately followed ; and on March 12 the list of Lord Wharton
for Lancashire was approved by the Commons, who recommended to the lord-lieute-
nant, as fit to be added to it, Sir George Booth, Mr. John Moore, Sir Thomas Stanley,
and Mr. Alexander Righy of Preston,—all afterwards distinguished partizans in the
struggle. To these from time to time others, by successive nominations, were added.
The proceedings and declarations consequent hereon will be found at length in Rush-
worth, among which are more particularly observable the royal proclamation of May
27, forbidding obedience to Parliamentary appointments unsanctioned by the Crown,
and the Parliament’s declaration of the same day, commanding obedience of all con-
stables and others to its officers.

The list of deputy-licutenants, as given in by Lord Wharton, has not occurred ; but
the principal members of the commission (exclusive of those above-named, immediately
added by the Parliament) were, in 1642, Sir Ralph Ashton of Whalley and Sir Wil-
liam Brereton of Honford, Ralph Ashton of Middleton, John Bradshaw of Bradshaw,
Thomas Byrch of Byrch, —— Dodding of Conishead, Peter Egerton of Shaw, Robert
Hide of Denton, Edmund Hopwood of Hopwood, Tho. Standish of Duxbury, and
Nicholas Starkie of Huntroyd, Esquires.
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fountaines of Government and establishing his Majesties royall
throne upon the old and sure foundation of impartiall justice,
nationall lawes and subject’s love. For the blessed union of two
kingdomes to the terror of our enemies, the strength and splendor
of both nations. For expunging out of the Church innovations,
and confining Churchmen to their proper functions ; and the future
hopes of a National Synode of able Divines to composse the Civil
‘Warre of the Church, and settle the differences both of doctrine
and discipline. For restoring to the subjects of this Kingdome
courage, industrie and vivacitie of spirit, by the freedom of their
persons and estates. For settling the present fruition and the
hopes of a lasting possession of these high and unvaluable benefits,
by disposing of the Militia and that of the Kingdom under com-
mand of persons of honour and unquestionable fidelitie, of which
number your petitioners do acknowledge the Noble Lord the L.
Wharton, appointed by Parliament Lord Lievetant of this Countie,
whom with all thankfulnesse they do receive, and according to the
power wherewith he shall be trusted, will ever most readily and
willingly obey. For giving life by Execution to the Lawes
against recusants, and securitie of life to the Protestants by their
disarming, for vindication of the Priviledges of Parliament, (the
firme Basis of this Government, the inheritance of the Subject and
the best guard of his Majestie’s Royal person, Crowne, and Dig-
nitie:) So that by the blessing of Almightie God, and the prospe-
rous care of this Honorable House, the practises (whether forraigne
or domestick) of the enemies to this State, shall be averted, de-
tected, and brought to nought.

Yet in regard the course of these greate affaires, so highly con-
cerning the safetie, plentie, and quiet of the Kingdome hath beene
much interrupted by some whose sinister ends or corrupted under-
standings (capable of no amendment) hath made them active for
introduction of publike calamities. And your petitioners being
seated in the mouthe of danger, and having fresh and daily spec-
tacles of the Irish cruelties presented to their eyes, cannot but
chuse but apprehend feare from the noveltie of so great barbarism,
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and lest that kingdome (for want of timely ayds) being lost, the
war (or rather the massacre) should be transported hither from the
opposite shore, where tho number of Popish Recusants, and the
opportunity of landing, may invite an invasion, Your Petitioners
do therefore in all humblenesse present to the consideration of this
Honorable Assembly their feares, dangers, and desires; humbly
praying

That such persons whether Ecclesiastical or Temporall whose
ends and interesses are not the same with the Protestants of this
Kingdome may be removed from the great Counsell of the King-

" dome.

That the distractions of the Church may be settled by a National
Synode.

That the number of preaching Ministers may be augmented in
this Countie, and a better distribution of the Church Revenue,
that so the Tithes may not be wholly drawne to the Parish Church,
and the Ministers of the Chappels far distant be exposed to the
exhibition of a poore and ignorant Auditorie.

That as well a provision be made for the distressed (and desti-
tute of all the comforts of this life) our poore brethren of Ireland,
that in multitudes daily arrive in this countie; as a speedie ayde
advanced to stay the insolencic and crueltie of the enemie, whose
boast it is to make the fruitfull parts of this Kingdome the seat of
warre, when they have cleared that Kingdome from strangers.

That a Fleet of small ships may be appointed for the guard of
this Coast, as well to prevent the ayde and intelligence that may
be given to the Rebells from the Papists of these or any other
parts, as for defence of your Petitioners and other Protestants, his
Majesties faithfull subjects, inhabiting the maritime parts of this
Kingdome, opposite to Ireland.

That the Recusants of this Countie may be disarmed, and such
Ports or other strengths as yet remain in any of their keepings,
may be disposed into the hands of Protestants, and that sufficient
guards may be appointed in places convenient, and the Militia of
the Countie put in a posture of defence of the same.
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That the Petition concerning the breach of privileges at the
Election of Knights for this County (unparaleld by any Election
in this Kingdome as your Petitioners beleeve) as also the other
grievances of the Countie (contained in a petition exhibited twelve
months since, and more particularly related in a declaration lately
presented to some members of this Honorable House) may receive
examination and redresse : and that such as shall be found to have
been instruments of bringing in an arbitrary and insolent Govern-
ment may make reparation for the oppressions they have done to
their country, and henceforth be excluded from the exercise of that
authority which (it may be feared) they would again abuse if they
had the like occasion. )

And your Petitioners will ever be ready with their lives and
estates to defend His Majesties Royal Person, the persons and
priviledges of the members of this House, the Protestant Religion
and Lawes of this Kingdome, and to bring to condegne punishment
all opposers, as they are bound by their late Protestation; and
ever to pray for the happy proceedings of this Parliament.

Printed by Feliz Kingston, 1641.!

1 The following notice of the reception of this Petition is extracted from the Jour-
nals of the Commons :

% The House being informed that divers Gentlemen of the County Palatine of Lan-
cashire were at the Door, who desired to prefer a petition to this House ;

“They were called in and did present their Petition :

“ And then they withdrew :

# And their Petition was read:

“ They were again called in: And Mr. Speaker told them, ¢ That the House had
read their Petition ; and do find in it many weighty considerations and great expres-
sions of their care and affection to the Commonwealth, and to this House in particular:
For the particulars mentioned in the Petition, they will take them into consideration.’

“ Ordered to be entered.”—The Journals of the Howse of Commons, vol ii. p.476, A.
1641, 17 Car I. Sabbati, 12 Martii 1641-2.
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IL.—The Humble Petition of the Knights, Esquires, Ministers, Gentlo-
men, and Freeholders, in the Countie Palatine of Lancaster. Pre-
sented May 2, 1642. With His Majesties Letter to the Major of
Kingston upon Hull, 25 of April (1)64(2). London. Printed
Jor Andrew Coe, 1642,

To the King's most excellent Majesty.

The humble Petition of the Knights, Esquires, Ministers, Gentle-
men, Freeholders, in the County Palatine of Lancaster,

Shewing unto Your sacred Majestie Our heart-breaking sence, and
sorrow, for the unhappy Rents and Distraction in your Majesties
Dominions; especially in the Session of so grave and religious an
Assembly, and most graciously convened by your Majesty ; endea~
vouring the glory of Almighty God, in the Reformation of Reli-
gion, and the Honour and Weale of your Majesties Realmes, in
settling and securing your Royall Throne in plenty and peace.

But perceiving the long and remote distance of your Majesty
from the Honorable Assembly, to have distracted the hearts of
your good Subjects, and animated the Popish and malignant party
amongst us, and fearing it may expose us to the fury of a Forraigne
Foe, retard the setling of the waighty Affaires of our land and the
subduing of the Rebels in Irdlard, and finding your Majesties late
Resolution for the Expedition to threaten danger to your Royall
person, farre more worth than 10,000 of us: We therefore your
Majesties most loyall Subjects, out of the zeale to Gods true Reli-
gion your Majesties honour and safety and the peace and welfare
of your Dominions, out of the deepe sence and apprehension, of
our intrust in the same, do in all humility present and prostrate
ourselves and supplications at your Royall feete, beseeching your
Majesty to return to your great Councell, and there present a live
body of the Kingdome, in whom the nation hath so far confided,
that they have intrusted them with their lives, libertees, and
estates, and in which multitude of counsellors there is health and
steadfastnesse, and whereby your Throne may be established in
righteousnesse ; And we with the rest of your faithfull Subjects,
shall continually praise and pray for your prosperous and happy
Raigne over us.
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III.

Die Sabbati, 28 Maii 1642,

An Order of the Lords and Commons in Parliament to the Sheriff of
the County of Lancaster, and all other Sheriffs and Lord Lieuto-
nants and Deputy Licutenants in the Kingdom of England, and
Dominion of Wales.

Whereas it appears that the King seduced by wicked Councell
intends to make War against the Parliament, and under the colour
of a Guard to secure His Royall Person, doth command Troops
both of Horse and Foot, to assemble at York: All which is against
the Laws of the Kingdom, tending to the dissolution of the Par-
liament, and destruction of His People.

It is therefore Ordered by the Lords and Commons in Parlia-
ment, that the Sheriff of the County of Lancaster and all other
Sheriffs of the Kingdom of England and Dominion of Wales, shall
by the power of that County, and of their several Counties res-
pectively, suppresse the raising and coming together of any Soul-
diers, Horse, or Foot, by any Warrant, Commission, or Order
from His Majesty without the advice and consent of the Lords
and Commons in Parliament ; and that all persons whatsoever do
forbear to execute any such Commission or Warrant for levying
Souldiers or gathering them together without consent of Parlia-
ment; And those who shall execute or obey any such Commission
or Warrant, are hereby declared to be disturbers of the Peace of
the Kingdom. And the Lord Lievtenant of the County of Lan-~
caster, and all other Liords Lievtenants of all other Counties in the
Kingdom of England or Dominion of Wales, respectively, As
likewise all Deputy Lievtenants, Captains, and Officers of the
Trained Bands; And all Mayors, Justices of Peace, and other his
Majesties loving Subjects, are hereby commanded and required to
be ayding and assisting to the said Sheriff of the County of Lan-
caster ; and to the other Sheriffs of the other Countics of this
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Kingdom and of the Dominion of Wales: And that his Majesties
loving subjects may the better understand what the Law and their
own Duty is in this behalf. The said Sheriff of Lancaster and
other Sheriffs of the other Counties of this Kingdom, respectively,
shall cause this present Order, forthwith to be published in the
severall Market Townes within their said Counties.

Jon. Brown, Cler. Parliamen.

London, Printed for Joseph Hanscott. 1642.

IV.

The Petition of divers of his Majesties faithfull Subjects of the true
Protestant Religion in the County Palatine of Lancaster, Presonted
to his Majestie at York the last of May by the High Sheriffe of
that County, and divers other Gentlemen of Qualitie, And subscribed
by 64 Knights and Esquires, 55 Divines, 740 Gentlemen, and of
Frecholders and others above 7000. With his Majostics Answer,
Juns 6, 1642. London: Printed by Robert Barker, Printer to
the King’s Most Excellent Majestie, and by the Assignes of
John Bill. MpcxLIL

To the Sacred MAJESTIE of our most Gracious Soveraign Lorp
CuARLES by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France, and
Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

! This petition was drawn up by Richard Heyrick, sometime Fellow of All Souls’
College, Oxford, and Warden of Manchester, and is mentioned by him in a sermon
preached before the House of Commons, May 27, 1646. It was presented May 31 by
him and “John Bradshaw of Bradshaw Esq. and very many gentlemen and others of
the town and country” (Hollinworth’s Mancuniensis, 120), and “ was crossed by a sug-
gestion at the Court that the petition was not the petition of the county, but of a party,
and that there would come shortly np another petition.” The royal answer accord-
ingly was not given to the sheriff, Sir John Girlington, before June 6.

See some interesting remarks on this petition in Hibbert’s Public Foundations of
Manchester, i. 188-92, 240,
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The humble Gratulation and Petition of divers his Majesties
faithful Subjects of the true Protestant Religion, within the
County Palatine of Lancaster.

Most Gracious Soveraign,

The most reall and convincing Testimonies of Your Princelie
care for the advancement of God’s true Religion in your Majesties
Realms, and the common good of all your Subjects, could no lesse
then draw from us (who have hitherto in these stirring times sat
still) this humble acknowledgement of our due and necessary
thanks.

We, with the inmost and choicest thoughts of our souls, do
esteem and prize Your Majesties most righteous intentions of
governing Your Liege People according to the wholesome Laws
of this Kingdom, a thing so often, and with such earnestnesse
avowed by Your Sacred Majestie, whereunto we yeeld that heartie
credence, which is due to so Religious and Righteous a Prince;
We do also with all humility and thankfulnesse, acknowledge
Your manifold and evident manifestations to the world, that You
affect not an Arbitrary Government, but the common prosperitie
and happinesse of all Your loyall Subjects, by Your readinesse to
joyn with Your Parliament in a speedie raising of Forces, for a
timely suppression of that odious Rebellion in Iréland ; by Your
late Proclamation, for the putting in due execution the Laws
against Papists; by Your most gracious condescending to the
desires of Your great Councell, in signing the Bills for the Trien-
niall Parliament; for relinquishing Your Title of Imposing upon
merchandize, and Power of pressing Souldiers; for the taking
away of the Star-Chamber and High Commission Courts; for the
Regulating of the Councell Table; as also the Bills for the For-
rests, and Stannarie Courts, with other most necessary Acts:
Moreover, we are confident, and well assured of Your Majesties
zeal, for the advancement of the true Protestant Religion, and
with inexpressible joy do understand Your most Christian and
Pious Resolution, for the preservation of those powerfull en-

c
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couragements of Industrie, Learning and Pietie, the Means and
Honour of the Ministerie, for the maintainance and continuance of
our Church Government, and Solemn Liturgie of the Church, of
long continued and generall Approbation of the most Pious and
Learned of this nation, and of other Countries, composed according
to the Primitive Patern, by our blessed Martyrs, and other Reli-
gious and Learned men: As also Your gracious pleasure, that all
abuses of Church and State shall be reformed, according to the
modell of Queen Elizabeths dayes, of ever blessed and famous
memory ; By the one, You have weakened the hopes of the sacri-
legious Devourers of the Churches Patrimonie; (if there be any
such) And by the other, at once provided against all Popish Im-
pieties and Idolatries, and also against the growing danger of
Anabaptists, Brownists, and other Novellists ; all which Pietie,
Love, and Justice, we beseech God to return into Your Royall
Bosome. But yet (most Gracious Soveraign) there is one thing
that sads our hearts, and hinders the perfection of our happinesse,
which is, the distance and misunderstanding between Your Ma-
jestie and Your Parliament, whereby the hearts of Your Subjects
are filled with Feares and Jealousies, Justice neglected, Sacred
Ordinances prophaned, and Trading impaired, to the impoverishing
of many of Your Liege people: For the removall whereof we
cannot find out any lawfull meanes without Your Majesties Assist-
ance and Direction.

‘Wherefore we humbly beseech Your most Excellent Majestie to
continue your most Christian and Pious resolution of ruling Your
People according to the Laws of the Land, and maintaining of
the same, of being a zealous Detender of the established Doctrine,
Liturgie, and Government of our Church, from Heresie, Liberti-
nisme, and Prophanenesse, an Advancer of Learning, Pietie and
Religion, an Encourager of painfull Orthodox Preachers; And
whatsoever Your Parliament shall offer to Your Royall view, con-
ducing to this blessed end, the common good, and tranquillitie of
Your Subjects, to be pleased to condescend unto, and graciously to
confirm : And withall to declare unto us some expedient way, how
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we may make a dutifull Addresse unto Your Parliament, for the
taking away of those Differences and Impediments, which stay the
happie proceedings of that most Honourable Assembly, whereof
Your Majestie is the Head, (which once removed, we doubt not
but You will speedily be as neer Your Parliament in Person, as in
affection, that there may be a blessed harmonie between Your
Highnesse and that great Councell) And we shall with all alacritie
observe the same, humbly tendring our Lives and Fortunes for the
preservation of Your Royall Person, Crown, and Dignitie, accord-
ing to our bounden Dutie and Alleagiance; And heartily praying
for Your Majesties long and prosperous Reign over us.

At the Court at York, 6 June, 1642,

His Majestie hath commanded me to give you this His Answer
to your Petition.

That He is very glad to find such reall acknowledgements of
~ those great Graces which He hath bountifully bestowed upon this
His kingdom of England, in the time of this Parliament, and like-
wise it is a great contentment to Him to find so many true Sons
of the Church of England, as by your expressions in the said Peti~
tion doth plainly appear to Him ; Assuring you that He shall not
yeeld in His Zeal and Constancie for the maintenance of the true
Protestant Profession, neither to Queen Elizabeth, nor to His
Father of ever blessed memory, both against Popish Superstition
on the one side, and Schismaticall Innovation and Confusion on
the other. In the last place, as He doth take in very good part
your desire of a good understanding between His Majestie and
His two Houses of Parliament; so likewise, He cannot but much
commend the way that you take therein. And as for your Direc-
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tions, if you will but seriously consider His Majesties just and
necessary desires, expressed in His Answers and Declarations since
His coming to York, your zeal and knowledge will not need more
particular Instructions to make such Addresses to both Houses of
Parliament as the times require, and befitting such loyall and true
affected Subjects to your King and Countrey, as this Petition ex-
presseth you to be. -




Chapter XE.

MUSTERS OF THE ARRAY AND MILITIA—MUTUAL ATTEMPTS TO SECURE
MAGAZINES—INTENDED BANQUET TO LORD STRANGE AT MANCHESTER,
AND CONSEQUENT AFFRAY AND BLOODSHED—PARLIAMENTARY IM-
PEACHMENT OF THAT NOBLEMAN —ROYAL COMMISSION FOR ARMING
RECUSANTS, AND PARLIAMENTARY ORDERS FOR DEFPENCE OF MAN-

CHESTER.
JUNE—SEPTEMBER, MDCXLII.

V.

Lamentable and Sad Newes from the North, viz. Yorke, Lancaster,
Darby and Newcastle, sont in a Letter from a Gentleman resident
tn Yorke, to his friend living in Lumbard Strest. Also Strange
Newes from Leicester how Colonell Lumsford, Captain Legg, and
My. Hastings have appeared in a warlike manner, with a true
discovery of their intention and the manner of the opposition by the
Earle of Stanfoord, Lord Lieutenant of that County. London,
Printed for G. Thomlinson and T. Watson. 1642.}

Sm. According to my engagements when I was at London, I can
do no lesse than advertise you of our newest newes at Yorke. . ...
the whole City and County of Yorks is frustrate of that happines
and fruition, which we might by the providence of God enjoy.
But now to the terror and amazement of all true harted protestants,
other neighbouring Counties are like (without the aboundant

' The meeting on Preston Moor, convened by the Sheriff, is said to have been
attended by Lord Strange (the Royalist Lord Lieutenant), Lord Molineux, Sir George
Middleton of Leighton, and Sir Edward Fitton of Gawsworth. The commission of
array was announced by him as directed to Lord Strange, himself, Sir George Middle-
ton, Sir Alexander Radclyffe of Ordshall, Mr. Tyldesley (then resident at Mierscough),
and Mr. William Farrington. After the meeting, the Sheriff seized, in the king’s name,
the magazine at Preston, and the Lord Strange that of Liverpool; on the communica-
tion of which event, by Rigby, to the deputy lieutenants in and near Manchester, the
proceedings took place detailed in the next tract. (See Hibbert's Hist. of the Collegiate
Church, i. 192.)



14 MUSTERS OF THE ARRAY AND MILITIA.

mercy of God) to bee sharers of this dolefull tragedy now acting
in the North, for they have already begun their desperate inten-
tions in Lancaster, as may appeare by the Lord Strange his
carriadge there, where with a company of about 700 men hath by
vertue of the Commission of Array, disposed of some part of the
Magazine there, and hath opposed the Deputy Lieftenant, ap-
pointed by the ordinance for the Militia, for putting the same in
execution, and likewise it plainly appears by his Majestie’s letter to
Sir Jokn Gerlinton the high Sheriffe of that County to sum up all
protestant Subjects with all speed at Preston, to heare his Majestie’s
two declarations and the Lancashire petition to the king and his
Majestie’s answer thereunto, some of the Committees for Lancaster
desired the forbearance of them to be read, but hee in contempt of
their order from the Parliament departed with some of his friends
and cryed out, all that are for the king go with us, crying ¢ for
the king, for the king,” and so about 400 Persons, whereof the
most part of them were popish Recusants, went with him and ridde
up and downe the moore and cryed, ¢ for the king, for the king,”
but far more in number stayed with the Committee and prayed for
the uniting of the king and Parliament with a generall acclamation,
go that ’tis thought, since the Committees going there, it hath
wonderfully wrought upon the hearts of the people; but upon
contempt of the committee Sir Jokn Gerlinton, Sir George Mid-
dleton, and Sir Edward Fitton are sent for to the House as delin-
quents, and for Manchester, they all stand upon their own guard,
with their shops shut up, well affected to the king’s Majesty and
both his Houses of Parliament, in opposition of any that shall
oppose them, and the country round adjoyning, are very observant
to any command, to be in readinessc to attend there or elsewhere
for the defence of their countrey, lives, liberties, and estates, and
the defence of the true protestant religion with their lives and all
that is theirs, so that it is now probable that the Lord Strange hath
dismissed the most part of his men, and is weary of what hee hath
begun, seeing no more supply come to his Lordship, and heareing
of the stay of some of his engines of warre, to bee sent to him
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stayed at the dell-savage flest bridge according to his expectation.
‘We also credibly heare the Colonel Lunsford and Captain Lagge
have appeared at Leicaster with about 500 men, . . . . but what the
event will be the Lord knowes.

We also heare from Newcastle that the Earle of Newcastle hath
placed about 500 men in garrison, . . . .. seeing such strange com-
bustions beginning to arise. Thus having certified you of the
truest newes that is now amongst us, which I pray God in his good
time to cease all such turbulent and malicious disturbers of this
commonwealth, with my best respects to your selfe and love to all
my friends, with the next convenience you shall heare from me.
In the mean time I take my leave and rest. Your assured loving
friend, Will. Ienkinson.!

VL

Severall Letters from the Committoes in severall Coumties to the
Homourable William Lenthall Esquire, Speaker of the House of Com-
mons, read in both Houses of Parliament June 27, 1642. Wherein
(amongst divers other Passages very remarkable) s related how the
Townsmen of Manchester put themselves into arms, and stood upon
their defence agasnst the Lord Strange and his Forces who came to
seize on the Magazine.

With an intercepted Letter from Sir Edward Fitton to Sir Thomas
Aston at York : Discovering a fowl design of the malignant Party.
Whereunto is added severall Votes of both Houses.

Dis Luna 27 Junii 1642. Ordered by the Lords and Commons
in Parliament that these votes and four Letters be forthwith

Printed and Published.
Jon. Brown, Cler. Parliamentorum.

London, Printed for Joseph Hunscott and John Wright. 1642.

! The parts omitted, marked by breaks, do not relate to Lancashire.
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To the Honourable WrLLiaM LEenTHALL Esquire, Speaker of
the House of Commons, these present.

HoNOURABLE SIR,

The high Sheriff of Lancashire having surprized the powder and
match at Praston as you have received Advertisements by a letter
herewith sent from M. Rigby, who instantly gave notice thereof to
M. Ashkton of Middleton, for prevention of the like in Manchester,
where 10. barrels of Powder, and some few bundles of match were
lodged in a room of a house' belonging to the Lord Strange and
by him lent for the keeping thereof: M. Askton forthwith repaired
to Manchester,® and then Sir Alezander Ratcliffs, and M. Thomas
Prestwich, two of the Commissioners in the Commission of Array
from the King, and M. Nickolas Mosley, and Thomas Danson the
under Sheriff endeavoured to take away that Powder and Match,
but were prevented by M. Ashton, who, with Sir Thomas Stanley,
and others Deputy Lievtenants, took it, and removed it into other
places of the Town : and thereupon my lord Strange, who had upon
Munday last seized and taken away above 30 Barrels of Powder,
and a great quantity of Match from Leverpool, parcell of the
Countries Magazine, did, with many armed Korces, repair to a
Town called Bury, near Manchester, but 20 miles distant from his
own house. This appearance of his, strook a great terrour and
amazement into the Countray, so that instantly, for their safety
and defence, the Townsmen of Manchester put themselves into

! The residence of the former priests of the dissolved college of Manchester, now
known as Chetham’s Hospital, and then (under grant from the crown) the property of
the Earl of Derby.

* The visit of Mr. Ashton of Middleton (afterwards colonel-general) was a con-
sequence of the circular address to the parliamentary deputy lieutenants (printed in the
Valley of Achor, following), issued by their friends in Manchester, on hearing from
Rigby of the seizures of magazines at Preston and Liverpool, as mentioned in p. 13.
In the same Tract will be found the announcement issued by the deputy lieutenants on
taking into their hands the magazine of Manchester.

Other particulars respecting the fortifying of Manchester by the lieutenancy, on this
emergency, under apprehension of an attack by Lord Strange, from Bury, will be found
in Hibbert's Manch. Coll. Ch. i. 196.
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Arms, and many of the parts Adjacent came voluntarily in unto
them for their assistance; being come together we and divers others
of the Deputy Lievtenants mustered and trained them, and with
them began to execute our instructions for the Militia, and then
stood in a posture of defence, as yet we do: And we and our
fellow Deputy Lievtenants, though our Forces were for the present
much stronger than those of the Lord Strangs, as we doubt not he
well understood, did nevertheless, for prevention of effusion of
blood, send unto him upon Thursday last two, and yesterday three
of our selves to treat with him, and to attone the businesse : the
result of these Treaties was, That his Lordship offered, That if we
would return the Powder and Match into his hands, in the place
from whence it was taken, then he would deposite them into the
hands of some of us, and of M. Robert Holt, one of his own Deputy
Lievtenants by Commission from the King; whereunto we and
our fellow Deputy Lievtenants could not assent, so that upon
those treaties, in those two dayes nothing is yet done therein;
however, yesterday the Lord Strange dismissed divers of his Forces,
so that but few men did yesterday appear about him, which occa-
sioned us and our fellow Deputy Lievtenants to suffer many of
our Forces which came out of the neighbouring Towns, to return
to their own houses; and this morning we have again for the like
purpose as formerly, sent to his Lordship one of ourselves, who is
not yet returned ; and since whose departure from us, we hear
that there are new Proclamations sent from York, to be published
in this County, against us and our proceedings upon your Instruc-
tions; that the King will be suddenly here with us, with great
Forces; but yet we have not seen or heard any of these Proclama-~
tions. We have this week discovered a foul designe, by a letter
from Sir Edward Fitton, of Gawsworth in Cheshire, Baronet,
directed to Sir Thomas Aston, and intercepted by us; which Letter
we have here inclosed sent unto you, having no other information
touching the Contents of that Letter but what is therein con-
tained, eave onely that Sir Edward Fitton came yesterday very
uncivilly amongst us and our fellow Deputy Lievtenants, and re-
D
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quired the Letter ; and he and M. Peter Danyell the younger have
given out great threats against some of us for taking and detain-
ing that Letter. Our high Sheriff, and his fellow Commissioners
of Array, will readily, as we conceive alwayes upon all occasions,
endeavour the power of the County against our proceedings upon
your Instructions. These are all whereof we can for the present
advertise you, onely in regard we dayly expect and fear great
Insurrections of popish Protestant professors, Papists, and other
malignant persons; which to prevent, as also to strengthen us in
our proceedings in the Militia, we should infinitely rejoyce in the
presence of the Lord Wharton our Lievtenant and such other
speedy assistance as you should hold meet for.

Your most humble and

Jaithfull Servants,
RAPHE ASSHETON,
Manchester in Lincolnshire,® JoaN Moore,
25 of June, 1642. ' Avrex. Riesy.!

For his truly honoured Friend, Sir THoMAs AsToN, Baronet, at
his lodging, York; present these 27 Junit 1642,

NosLe Sig,

I shall ever acknowledge it as an honour done unto me your
poor Kinsman and servant, as that you did own me, in being so
noble and friendly unto me while I continued at York. As also
the favour you did me, in bringing me to kisse the hands of him,

! Rigby’s Letter to the Speaker, giving an account of the proceedings of the Royal-
ists and Lord Strange at the meeting on Preston Moor (dated June 24, 1642) is printed
in Baines’s Lancashire, iv. 312.

* So printed, by error, in the original.
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to whom my life, my fortunes, and all that hath dependance on
me, hath been ever, and ever shall be laid at His Majesties feet, to
do him what service I am able. Sir, this day I have met with my
fellow . Commissioners concerning the Subsidies now in hand; we
bave chosen a Collector for the gathering of them, and appointed
the Country, that they should with all convenient speed pay in
the money ; which I doubt not but will be within the compasse of
a fortnight. I moved the Commissioners, that the Collectors
should keep the money in their hands: But I found they were
unwilling of it ; I did not presse them over much to it, in regard
that this money is to be paid into the Lord Major of Yorkes hands;
as also Yorkshire, Cumberland, and Westmerland, with many other
Counties. If you look into the Act, it will better satisfie you,
Sir, I conceive, that if His Majestie would be pleased to send to
the Lord Major of YorZ, and the Citizens, that they should not
part with the moneys untill they knew his farther pleasure, it
might more properly be staid there than here, until His Majestie
be satisfied, that the money go the true way it was intended. But
if His Majestie like not that way, and I might know the way how
for to stop it here, I would zealously perform it in what lyes -in
my power: And I hope His Majestie will send me a Commission
for the acting what I do.

Sir William Brereton will be upon Saturday (as I hear) at
Chester, to settle the Militia of this County for the Parliament if
he can; you know what a spirit he is of, and having a company of
Roundheads about him, may much advantage him about Ckester ;
he is 8o near unto his Decoy, that he may send out his Ducks
every way to fetch in others: what will be done in contradiction
of him, I know not; for I hear nothing of my Lord Strange’s
stirring yet, nor of any Commission that is come from him. (Sir)
I may assure you that the major part of this Hundred of Man-
chester, where I live, will stand right. And now I will trouble
you no further; only this I should wish from you, to favour me
with three or four lines by this Bearer, to know what service I
may do unto my King: And that you will be pleased if there be
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any news stirring to impart some of it unto me, and I shall acknow-
ledge it as an extreme favour done unto me; And ever remain
Your Kinsman and most true Servant,
Epwarp FirTon.

If my Lord Rivers be at Court, I beseech you present my most

humble service to him.
Gawsworth, 22 June 1642,

#,% The rest of this Pamphlet does not relate to Lancashire.

VIL

A True and Perfect Diurnall of all the Chiefoe Passages tn Lanca-
shire from the 3 July to the 9. Sent to five Shopkespers in London
Jrom a friend, July 9, 1642. London, printed for 7'. U, 1642.

A true and perfect Diurnall of all chiefe passages in Lancashire
from the 3 of July to the 9.

At the intreaty of Master Rigbie (my noble friend) I went along
with him to Manchester, and there I saw the Militia put in execu-
tion, and there was a strong appearance, in number 7 or 8000,
well furnished with musketts and pikes, and compleatly trained by
the Captains that were there, and there was a greate shout for
halfe an houre “jfor the King and Parliament, for the King and
Parliament,” and at night they were dismist. Master Rigbis told me
as we went along that they sent a letter unto him from Manchester
upon Saturday in the night, and the messenger came unto him
about one a clock: the contents of the letter was to meet the rest
of the Committee at Manchester, upon Munday betimes. So he
wrote an answer by the same messenger who stayed at Walton by
a watch which was set by Sir Gilbert Houghton, before whom they
brought him, and he delivered him Master Rigbie's letter, and upon
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Sunday in the morning Sir Gilbert sent for M. Rigbie, and being
come he told him he had a Commission from the King to break
open all such letters ; Master Rigbie asked him if he had taken the
protestation, and he told him he had. Then he demanded his
letter of him in the name of all the Commons of England; and
further told him, if he broke it open, it might be he might be the
first man that should be made an example in Lancashire ; and then
he delivered him his letter unbroken up, and intreated him to stay
and dine with him, which he did; and when they were at dinner
one M. Dawton, a great recusant, and M. Tylsley, came in as fami-
liarly to Sir Gilber?, as if they had been Haile fellow, well met.
And M. Rigbie told Gilbert and M. Tylsley, he could like them
well, if they were not so familiar with Papists. This day after the
company was dismist, the Committee sate some four houres; M.
Ashton, M. Rigbis, and M. Shuttleworth, and the Gentlemen that
were with them, viz. Sir George Booth, a Cheshire Knight, Sir
Thomas Stanley, M. Howcroft, M. Holland, M. Starkie.

Tuesday, July 5.

This day the Committee and the said Gentlemen sate from eight
in the morning till eight at night, and about three of the clock
they sent out a Serjeant at Arms, which came from the parliament
with an order to my L. Strange to deliver the Magazine again to
the severall townes from whence he had taken it, but M. Rigbie
told me this day, being TAursday, that he had heard nothing from
the Serjeant, nor from the messenger that went with him: They
went to a place called Kuutsforth in Cheshire, where it is thought
my Lord would be, for there he did intend this day to assemble
great forces, but Master Rigbie told me there was not past 600,
and I thinke my Lord was not there himself.

Wednesday, July 6.
As I returned home from Manchester to Preston, in Walton 1
overtooke M. Kirbie, the Knight of our Shire, and there was in
his companie one Chorley of Chorley, (a seducing Papiste, a fit com-
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panion for 8o lukewarm a Protestant) and these were very familiar
together. M. Korbie asked me what companie there was there; I
told him trulye, and in scorne he told me that the Lord Strange
did heare that there was a Serjeant come from the Parliament for
him, and because they should not thinke he would flee from him,
he staid at Knowsley to give him entertainment if he came, but
what entertainment he did meane, I cannot tell. A false mes-
senger came this day to Sir Gilbert Houghton, and told him that
the Lord Wharton was come to Manchester with 20,000 men,
whereupon he sent with all speede to all his tenants, and com-
manded them, that they should be readie upon an hower’s warning,
and set a stronge watch about his house, but I thinke there was no
brags in our towne for that day. Then they let honest Protest-
ants go through the streets without scoffing at them, and calling
them Roundheads, and T'ylsley posted up and downe in great feare:
it was well if he kept all cleane: and how should it be otherwise,
seeing they oppose the King’s Majesties Royall Authority, in the
High Court of Parliament, the old and good government of Eng-
land, the libertie of the subject, the peace and welfare of this land,
yea and the pure Protestant religion itselfe, of which when their
consciences accuse them, they are filled with guilt and feare, and
so cannot stand before God and his armie. If the Knight of this
Shire had been at Manchester, you would have seen him here this
week’s end, they would have sent him up unto you. One of his
bum-bailies came bragging to M. Rigbis as soon as were lighted,
and told him he was a coming, but it was too good news to be
true, he dare not show his face there.

Thursday, July T.

This day it is reported, that the King made towards Hull with all
his forces upon Tuesday last, and swore he would either take the
towne or leave his bones under the walls; but Sir Join Hotham
drawing up the sluce, his Majesty retreated, as there is a book in
print to that purpose. They say my Lord Digbie is with him for
certain, and that there were two ships coming for York from Hol-
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land with 300,000 li, and laden also with munition, but were met
by the Kings Ships under the command of the Earle of Warwick.
The one of the two overran them, and the other they ran ashore,
neere unto Hull in a creeke butt. Of this I believe you have
heard more fully then I. My Lord Strange this night is at Walton,
with Sir Gilbert Houghton, and the High Sheriffe, and Tylsley is
there, and they have commanded all betwixt 16 and 60 to be at
Preston tomorrow, with the best armes they have. My Lord in-
tends to be there himselfe, but what the event will be, I cannot
yet tell. The Sheriffs hath been with the Lord Strange all this
weeke: I beleeve hee's the refuge he flyeth unto when he is in
danger.
Friday, July 8.

Yesterday it was commonly reported M. Pym was run .from
Parliament, which gave great heartning to the malignant party,
but by the Diurnall I see it is false. M. Tylsley yesterday night
said unto Luke Hodgkinson in Sir Gilbert's buttery that he was
told M. Major of Preston had thought to have cast him in Prison,
which if he had he would this day have pulled downe the prison,
and M. Major’s house should have been set on fire, if he would not
have released him. Truly it were well if the Parliament would
send for this Z'ylsley, for he is a Captaine, one of the Commission
of array, and doth more. harme than any man I know. Yester-
night when the Lord Strange was at supper he received a packet
of letters from York, what they were I cannot tell. This day in
the morning I spoke with the Serjeant, and he hath delivered the
order from the Houses to the L. Strangs, and he first told him he
would return an answer by word of mouth by him, and afterwards
he told him he would send an answer himselfe to Parliament.
Five men gave one Roger Haddock of Chorley very sore strokes
and broke his head to the very scull, because he went with the
Serjeant as a messenger to shew him my Lord’s house. The
soldiers are all marched out of the Towne to the number of 4000,
as I thinke, but the poste is in going, and what this day will bring
forth I cannot tell, but they say they shout * for the King, and
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my Lord Strange,” and the Sheriffe have set foure barrels of beere
abroache at the high Crosse to make the soldiers drinke as they
returne backe. The Serjeant is here to arrest the Sheriffe, but it
is to no purpose till the company be gone. If the Lord Strange,
the Sheriffe, Sir Geo. Middelton and Tylsley were with you, we
should all be quiet. Here are many Papists; I beleeve a cata-
logue of the names of the cheefe of them are sent up. Tylsley’s
Lieutenant and one of his Serjeants are Papists. I shall write
you more of this dayes proceeding, the next poste my Lord is with
them over the moore. Read this letter be sure to M. W. my bro-
ther W provide for our safety: we are beset with Papists: I dare
not go to the Moore, but my . ... was there, and they told him he
was a roundhead, and swore they would kill him. So he came
from amongst them. I am in haste. Vale.
Friday the 8 of July
1642,

VIIL

The Beginning of Civil Waryes in England, or terrible news from
the North. Printed by order of Parliament. July 9, 1642.

The Malignant Party of this Kingdom hath for a long time con-
tinued in their wicked and damnable designs ; insomuch that their
impudence is grown to such a height, that they are not ashamed to

1 The editor has only been able to meet with a republication of this tract in Palmer’s
Siege of Manchester, but is assured by Mr. Palmer that it is exactly given. It is thought
right to insert it, as being a Parliamentary publication, and that readers may exercise
their own judgment on it; but so far as the editor can judge, it is correctly charac-
terized by Mr. Hibbert as a base attempt to excite the country against Lord S. by the
most untrue and calumnious reports. (Manch. Coll. Ch. i. 197.) If otherwise, it would
be difficult to suppose that the events would have been overlooked in the preceding
¢ Diurnall,” in the Valley of Ackor, and in the Impeachment of Lord Strange,—the
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make their intentions publickly known to the whole world, as may
appear by the ensuing Relation.

Upon the 4th of this instant Month of July, 1642, the Lord
Strange came from York, and approached near the Town of Man-
chester with a great number of Armed Men, and, coming neer the
Town, he sent to the Inhabitants thereof to know their Minds,
whether they would agree to the Propositions which he had sent
them two or three days before for the restoring of the Magazine
which were in that Town to his own Custody, threatening them that
if they would not, he would send such a Messenger that would
make them Yield, and bring them in due Subjection.

The Inhabitants having received this Message Resolved to send
their Answer unto him, which they did accordingly, that for the
Magazine which was in that Town, they would not restore it to
him, it being the only safeguard and Defence they had.

And they likewise declared that if his Lordship did take any
other Course to seize upon it violently, they would loose their dear-
est lives in defence thereof, by reason the Country was in such a
great distraction and perplexity that they did not know how soon
they might be dispossest of all they had, if so be they had not
Arms to defend themselves withall

The Lord Strange having received this Answer and hearing what
their resolution and intention were, hee was much perplexed in
mind, drawing all his forces together, he marched against the said

two last of which record the affray on the 15th connected with Lord Strange’s passage
through Manchester from Bury to the proposed banquet, and very different proceedings,
but notice no earlier bloodshed on the 5th, or anything according with the statements
here given. The tract is alluded toin Manchester's Resolution following, and one passage
quoted from it, but it is by no means cited as unquestionable authority.

Another tract on this subject, in the late collection of Mr, Heywood, has eluded the
editor’s enquiries, but was probably little more than another edition of the present.
The title is subjoined :

“The beginning of the Civil Warres in England, or a Skirmish between Lord
Strange and the Inhabitants of Manchester in Lancashire, July 14(4?) &c. Likewise
8 letter which the Lord Strange sent to the Gentry of Manchester, July 5, with their
Answer, together with the Parliament declaration concerning the said Lord. Ordered
to be printed. Hen. Elsyng, Cler. Parl. D. Com. London, Tompeon, July 9, 1643.”
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Towne of Manchester, and shot off three or four Muskets against
them, but the Inhabitants seeing that he were come, and that hee
were resolved to take away the Magazine by force, understanding
his full intention by the Messengers which Came from him, they
Resolved every Man to fight it out.

Whereupon each Man stood upon his own guard, and about 9 of
the Clock in the Morning of the 5th day of this present Month
the Lord Strange came with his forces against the Town, and
would have entered, but they kept him out by force, but Captain
Smith, being in the front, gave a fierce firing against the Inhabit-
ants of Manchester, but was answered with most puissant Courage
again, and slew two of the Lord’s Men.

‘Whereupon a great and furious Skirmish did ensue ; the Lord
Strange having besieged the Town, he began to give Battell
against them ; but the Inhabitants being true within themselves,
ordered the business so well, that they drew out ten small Compa~
nies, and set them in a faire Battalion against them, answering
each other very furiously at the first ; but after some two or three
houres skirmish, there were Seven more of the Lord STRANGE's
Men Slain, and two of the Inhabitants of Manchester; onely one
Master Band was shot in the Thigh. After they had ceased two
or three houres, they ended the Battle with the Sun of the Day,
the Lorp STRANGE withdrawing his forces about two Miles from
Manchester ; having lost, as is justly supposed, 27 Men ; of the
other Side 11. Capt. Band is well recovered again, praised be Gop.

‘Wee expect daily when the Lorp STRANGE will visit us again;
but I hope the Lord will enable us against his Coming. They
gave out Many threatening Speeches against us, and it is thought
here that he hath sent for many more forces towards Yorx.

The Lord Rivers gives out many Scandalous Speeches against
us, and striveth by all Means he possibly can, to set the Whole
country against us.

This is the beginning of Crvi.. WaARRE, being the first stroke
that hath been struck, and the first Bullet that hath been shot;
but Gop knowes when the ending will be, or when the troubles of
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this Kingdom will grow to a period. Many thousands I doubt
will loose their Lives, before that this Kingdom will be settled in
peace and unity, as it hath bin formerly ; for no man knoweth the
Cruelty of War, but those that have felt and tried it ; for when
that time cometh, many a child will be Fatherlesse, and many a
poore wife Husbandlesse.

But God of his great Mercy stop the Sword from going any fur-
thur, and as it is but a little way drawn, so Lorp I beseech thee
sheath it again, before that it be drawn any further, that so by
that Means the Walls of Syon may not be beaten down, nor
destroyed.

It is ordered that the Lord Strange be required to deliver that
part of the Magazine of the County of Lancaster into the hands of
the Deputy Lieutenants.

Ordered that this be printed and published
Jonn Brown, Cler. Parl.

IX.

Manchesters Resolution against the Lord Strange, with the Parlia-
ments endeavour and care for the prevention of such sad Calamities
that may ensue upon the Nation, by their severall Votss resolved
upon in the House of Peers and in the House of Commons, for the
securing the Kingdome of England, and the Dominion of Wales.
John Brown, Cler. Parliament.

Also a remarkable passage concerning his Majesty’s blocking up of
Hull, July 12. London, printed for A. Coe, 1642.

[The pamphlet commences with general reflections on the malignant party, and the
affronts offered by them to the king’s majesty and his government, and reports that
eight thousand men are speedily to be sent to the northern parts from. France and
Spain. That arms and ammunition are to be sent to Newcastle, and there placed
under the direction of captains and cavaliers shrewdly suspected to be of the malig-
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nant party. That the Pope’s nuncio is also reported to have been engaged in raising
troaps, and soliciting the kings of France and Spain to lend the king of England four
thousand men a-piece. That the queen had provided certain ships laden with ammu-
nition to go towards the north, and that Lord Digby, who was impeached by the Par-
linment of high treason, Mr. Piercy, the Earl of Northumberland’s brother, and Mr.
Jermyn, and divers others that ran away the last year, “are all & comming over (a8
they say) with a great fleet from Denmark.” The tract then proceeds as follows :]

“ And (if fame be true, and we may give credit to a printed
pamphlet which this day came forth) there have been strokes given
and bullets shot here in England, which is lamentable to consider
that there should be civill warres at this time amongst us. Upon
the fourth day of this instant month of July there was a skirmish
between the Lord Strange and the inhabitants of Manchester in
Lancashire. The occasion whereof was (as that booke makes
mention) through the Lord Stranges resolution to take away their
magazine by force, having received for that purpose many forces
from Yorke. Tis very strange, if this be true; I wish it may be
false; if it be not, I am certaine it is an ill omen to the peace of
England, and doth prognosticate no good tidings to the City of
London. If this be the beginning of civill warre;, God knows
(and no mortall but he) when the ending will be. When that
dreadfulle time is once come (as God forbid it ever should) many
a weake wife will be husbandlesse, and many a poore childe
fatherlesse. There will be mourning and lamentation in our Cityes
and Countries, many Rachels mourning for their children because
they are not, many thousands will then lose their lives before that
this kingdom be agine setled in peace.”

[After general reflections on civil wars, and their particular effects in Germany and
Ireland, and the disastrous consequences of keeping up two armies as in the late
struggle with Scotland, the writer goes on to say that, to prevent such calamities in
England, Parliament has given orders to the Earl of Warwick, admiral of his Majesty’s
navy, to stop all arms, ammunition, &c. and has placed the militia and the kingdom in
a posture of defence, as “ by their several votes doth here appeare, for the safety and
security of the kingdom.”]

*,* The rest of the Pampblet does not relate to Lancashire.




LORD BTRANGE AT MANCHRSTER. 29

X.

“To the King's Most Encellent Majesty : The Humble Desires of
The High Court of Parliament. Declaring the Grounds and chisf
Motives that induce them to preceed in this Courss of Raising a
Guard to defend themselves against all such, as should opposs them.
With the Grounds of their Fears, collected into severall Hedds.
Algo Horrible News from Manchester, declaring a great Skirmish
betwizt the Lord Strange’s Forces and the Followers of the Deputy
Lieutenant. July 19.!

“Whereunto is ammexed the Parliaments Protestation to the Kings
most Excellent Majesty.

“ Ordered that this be printed and published.
“ JoaN Brown, Cler. Parl
¢ Hen, Evsing, Cler. Parl. D. Com.
“July 23. London. Printed for A. Coe.”

“ Upon the 19! of this present month, the Lord
Stmuga came to Manchester, glvmg command that all men from
the age of 18 to 50 should meet in such Arms, as they could fur-
nish themselves withall, which was accordingly effected, and there
met him at the least 3000 of the inhabitants of Manchester and the
neighbouring villages. On the same day the Deputy Lieutenants
appointed by the Parliament came to put the Ordinance of the
Militia in execution: betwixt home grew a desperate Combat, the
followers of the Lord Strange shooting at the said Deputy Lieate-
nants and wounded divers of their followers : insomuch that many
of the Gentry of the Town were compelled to leave the Town for
their own security.

! A typographical error for July 15, which was the day of the banquet offered to
Lord Strange, noticed in the two folowing tracts, and which is obviously the day Aere
alluded to, as will appear by comparison of the facts and persons mentioned.
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XT.

News from Manchester, being A perfect Relation of the passages,
which hapned there, between the Lord Strange and the Commis-
stoners for the Militia. Together with the occasion and other
circumstances of their skirmishing and the number and stats of
those whick were slain and wounded. As also how the Magazine
Jor that County s disposed of.

Sent in a Letter from M. Jo. Rousgore, an eye-witnesse and an In-
habitant of the said Town of Manchester.

July 23. Printed for T. N. 1642,
Sir,

My humble requests unto you; I have not any thing to write
unto you about, save onely to acquaint you with some sad passages
that happened yesternight here at Manchester.

My Lord Strangs, yesterday six miles from Manchester, viz. at
Bury, by virtue of the Commission of Array, summoned all per-
sons of able body, betwixt sixteen and sixty years of age, to meet
him there with such arms as they had, which was performed accord-
ingly, whereof 2000 went forth of Manchester and the neighbouring
villages. After in the evening about four of the clock, the Towns-
men of Manchester, hearing my Lord was coming to lodge all night
at Sir Alevander Radcliffs house, went to meet him on the way
and invited him to take a banquet at Manchester, which his Lord-
ship courteously accepted of; and about five of the clock came
into Manchester attended with about 120 horse well accoutered.
. My Lord and the Townsmen were all agreed about the Magazine,
his Lordship promising the Town to joyn with them in any reason-
able thing they would propose, and withall that he would stay
with them till Monday Morning : But in the mean while Captain
Holeroft, Sir Thomas Stanley and your Cosin Birch, who were
appointed Commissioners for the Militia, began to strike up their
Drum, to put the Militia in execution, in another part of the
Town; which when my Lord Strange and my Lord Mollineuw
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heard, they came and met them and some blows passed on both
sides, but two men of your Cosin Birch his Company are shot, one
of which dyed this morning, and nine more are mortally wounded.
There are, on my Lord Strange his side, some eleven or twelve
men wounded mortally; your cosin Birch was shot at twice, yet
escaped with some few blows, by means of a Coach that stood in
the street.

The Townsmen are all gone to my Lord and to Sir Alexander
Radcliffs House this morning to disavow the quarrel and to intreat
his Lordship to joyn with them, to expell Captain Hollcroft and
the rest of the Town, that upon some private grudges would
have occasioned a generall quarrell betwixt his Lordship and the
. Town. What the issue will be, God best knows ; But I hope all
wil be well, for my Lord and chief of the Town are all agreed. I
made bold to write, because I beleeve you may perhaps hear a
more terrible relation then is true.

Your obliged Sonne in Law,
16 July 1642. Jokn Rousgore.

XIL

A verie true and credibls relation of the severall passages at Man-
chester on the 15th of July last 1642, wherein s specified an
Invitation of the Lord Strange unto a Banquet, whose lifs was
afterwards much endangered by Sir Thomas Stanley Baronet,
Jokn Holeroft Esquire, Thomas Birch Gentleman, as will be
attested upon Oath, with the declaration of the better sort of the
townesmen of Manchester. London, printed by T. Fawcet, July
29, 1642.

A very true and credible relation of the severall passages at Man-
chester, the 15th of July last 1642,

My Lord Strange being invited the 15 of this Moneth to the
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towne of Manchester, by neare twenty of the chiefe men and officers
there, unto a banquet that afternoone, he being then accompanied
with the High Shereff of Lancashire, the Liord Molineue, Sir Gil-
bert Haughton, Sir Alexander Radcliffs, Mr. Holt of Stubley, Mr.
Farrington, Mr. Prestwich, Mr. Tilsley, and other gentlemen of
the best ranke in the shire, accepted the loves of the said towne,
and his Lordship in his coach, attended with some thirty of his
owne horses, being but his ordinary attendance, and met with at
least a hundred horse of the said towne, being the Inviters and
their friends. At the entrance into the towne, were divers ex-
preesions of joy from the Inhabitants, as continued aoclamations,
bonfires, the streets strewed with flowers &c. His Lordship being
with all the chiefe men at Manokester in the house of Mr. G'reene
at the Banket, hia Lordship stayed not a quarter of an houre, but
word was brought of Mr. Holeroft marching in the towne with
souldiers armed with pikes and muskets, with their matches
lighted and cockt, also a drum beating before him to assemble
more companie (their muskets also were charged with bullets, as
appeared by those which were taken from them) who presented
themselves in the street in a warlike posture, and at that time two
other companies in like manner assembling in two severall streets
of the said towne environed his Lordship.

Mr. Sheriffe understanding this plot and practise while he was
in the chamber with his Lordship, ran hastily downe for prevention
of the pretended inconvenience, but finding my Lords horse before
his owne, made use thereof, he found Mr. Holcroft neere the Crosse
with divers armed men, whereupon the Sheriffe did command him
and the rest in his Majesties name to lay down their armes, keepe
the peace and cease the tumult, but Mr, Holcroft unwilling at the
first to obey, notwithstanding the proclamation according to the
statute, charg’d him with disobedience to his Majesties laws. My
Lord observing the Sheriffes long stay, and desiring to assist for
the preeervation of the peace, and missing his owne horse or any
other, was forc’t to goe along the street afoot without any of his
ordinary servants, and made his own way through the people, un-
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till at the end of the streete he met a horse of Sir Alszander Rad-
cliffe, and in his passage was shot at with two pistols out of a
window by Sir Thomas Stanley, and another by him, as will be
deposed, but God be thanked, they both missed ; he was also seen
at the said window charging his pistoll ; there was also a muskett
shot at his Lordship from a shop in the streete, which was seene to
hit the wall neare by him. My Lord, with the Sheriffe going
their intended way, met a new company, who thronged the streets,
and endeavoured to stop the passage with pikes and muskets.
Their Captaine, one Birch, bad them give fire, but the raine being
8o great, put out most of their matches ; and being resolutely com-
manded to advance their pikes were much afraid, and some obeyed,
" especially their Captaine, who hid himself under a cart which stood
in the streete ;' the men seeing themselves overcome, submitted
and retired. The place being cleared, his Lordship with the rest
were going out of towne, but suddenly some came in the reare,
and cutt a gentleman in the head and struck him off his horse. A
son of that gent rescuing his father was also wounded ; it is thought
one of them is in great danger ; the man that struck the old gent
was shot,? but not knowne yet by whom. This bloody assassinate
was followed with great cunninge and eagernesse by Sir Thomas
Stanley and Mr. Holeroft, both his Liordships knowne enemies.
They be men of decayed fortunes and much indebted, ready to
leave the countrey, wherefore they thought convenient to build
some hopes on others ruines, assuring themselves if that towne
were in good tearmes with my lord, it would end all their hopes,

! Seacome (House of Stanley) states the malice of Henry Bradshaw, Rigby and Birch,
towards Lord Derby, to have originated—as to Bradshaw, in a refusal of the vice-
chamberlainship of Chester ; as to Rigby, in his ill-success at Lathom ; and as to Birch
(here mentioned)'in his lordship’s having *trailed him under a Aay-cart at Manchester,
by which he got, even among his own party, the deserved epithet of Lord Derby's
Carter.”—p. 138.

? Richard Parcival, of Kirkman’s Hulme, linen webster, said to be the first person
whose blood was shed in the war. See Impeachment of Lord Strange. In the entry
of burials at the collegiate church he is thus recorded : “1642. Julie 18. Richard Par-
civall of Grindlowe,”—Extract communicated by Mr. Palmer,

F
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thinking by this divelish plot to master the countrey by taking
away his Lordships life, as may appeare by testimony offerd to
produce the party hired to murther his Lordship, affirming if the
towne were 8o kind then unto his Lordship to entertain him with a
banquet, they would give him a second to breake the peace.

When the Gentlemen of Manchester did invite my Lord into
the towne, his Lordship did acquaint them with an information
that Sir Tho. Stanley and Holeroft had bin very busie that morning
among divers armed souldiers, wherefore his Lordship did aske
them if they would not like that his Lordship might come into the
towne with his ordinary attendance, of which they seem’d most
desirous, and prepared a banquet for those his Lordships servants,
as they are ready to averre.

Next morning the chiefe of the townsmen repaired to his Lord-
ship, but lodged but a mile off, at Sir Alex. Radcliffes, with a pro-
testation of great griefe at this accident, and all of them under
their hand did give his Lordship a declaration that Sir The. Stanley,
Holcroft, and Birch, were the disturbers of their peace, and the
only occasion of this treachery, so as my Lord and the towne are
on very fair termes, and the other three by these meanes, God be
thanked, discovered themselves to the world, so as no just wise
religious person will hereafter give them any countenance.

‘Wee whose names are subscribed, doe conceive and are credibly
informed that Sir Thomas Stanley Baronet, Jokn Holcroft Esquire,
Thomas Birchk Gent, are disturbers of the Peace of our Towne of
Manchester, and especially for their actions upon the 15 day of
July, 1642

William Radley Nicholas Moseley, Burrower
Richard Johnson Michael Dicconson

Robert Simmonds John Bowker, Constables
Ralphe Brideoake

Francis Moseley John Radley

John Hartley Nicholas Moseley
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John Mader Roger Rogerson
John Gaskell Lawrence Owin
John Lomar James Lightbound
Richard Hollywell James Marler
Nicholas Hawett Alexander Greene
Michael Buxton Edmund Prestwich
Richard Lomar Robert Potter

Vera Copia, test.
ANDREW BROWNE,
TraoMAs Mogris.

XIIL

An Impeachment of High Treason, exhibited in Parliament against
James Lord Strange, Son and Heir Apparent of William Earle
of Derby, by the Commons assembled in Parliament, in the names
of themsslves and all the Commons of England. With an Order
of the Lords and Commons in Parliament for the apprekension of
the said Lord, to be published in all Churches, Chappels, Marksts,
and Townes in the County of Lancaster and Chester.

16 Sep. 1642.—Ordered by the Lords in Parliament assembled, that
this Impeachment, with the Order, shall be forthwith printsd ond
published. John Browne, Oler. Parliaments.

Sep. 17.—London, Printed for Jokn Wright, 1642.

The Impeachment of James Lord Strange, and Son and Heire
Apparent of WiLLIAM Earle of Darby, by the Commons assembled
m Parliament, in the Name of themselves and all the Commons of
England of High Treason.

That the said JaMes Lord Strange, to the intent and purpose to
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subvert the fundamentall Liawes and Government of this King-
dome of England, and the Rights and Liberties, and very being of
Parliaments; And to set Sedition between the King and his
People, did upon the fifteenth day of July in this present year of
our Lord God, One thousand six hundred forty two, at Manchester,
in the County of Lancaster, and at several other times and places,
actually, maliciously, rebelliously, and traiterously, summon and
call together great numbers of his Majesties Subjects; And incite,
perswade, and encourage them to take up Armes, and levy warre
against the King, Parliament, and Kingdome; That the said
JamEs Lord Strange, in further prosecution of his foresaid wicked,
traiterous, and malicious purposes, Did upon the said fifteenth day
of July, at Manchester aforesaid, and at severall other Times and
Places, actually, maliteously, rebelliously, and traiterously, raise
great Forces of Men and Horse; And levyed Warre against the
King, Parliament, and Kingdome; And in further prosecution of
the aforesaid wicked, traiterous, and malicious purposes, the said
James L. Strange, and divers other Persons, whom he had drawne
into his Party and Faction, Did also upon the said fifteenth day of
July, at Manchsster aforesaid, Maliciously and Traiterously, with
Force and Armes, and in a hostile and warlike manner, kill, mur-
ther, and destroye Rickard Parcivall of Kirkman-Shalme in the
said County of Lancaster, Lynen Webster; And did then, and
there, and at divers other times and places, in like hostile manner
as aforesaid, shoot, stab, hurt, and wound divers others of his
Majesties good Subjects, contrary to the Lawes and Peace of this
Kingdome of EneLAND, and contrary to His Majesties Royal
"Crowne and Dignity; And the said James, Lord Strange, hath
set Sedition between the King and His People, and now is in
open and actuall Rebellion against the King, Parl™, and King-
dome : For which matters and things, the Knights, Citizens, and
Burgesses of the House of Commons in Parliament assembled, Doe
in the name of themselves, and of all the Commons of ENGLAND,
impeach the said James, Lord Strange, of High Treason ; And the
said Commons by Protestation, saving to themselves the Liberty of
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Exhibiting at any time hereafter any other Accusation or Impeach-
ment against the said Lord Strange, and alsp to replying of the
Answers that the said JamEs, L. Strange, shall make to the Pre-
misses or any of them, or of any other Impeachment or Accusation
that shall be exhibited by them, as the Cause, according to the
Course and Proceedings of Parliament shall require, Doe pray that
the said James, Lord Strange, may be put to answer all and every
the Premisses, that such Proceedings, Examination, Tryalls, and
Judgments, may be upon them, and every one of them had, and
used, as shall be agreeable to Law and Justice.

Veneris, 16th September, 1642,

Whereas the Lord Strange having continued a long time, and
still remaining in actuall Rebellion against his Majesty and the
Parl® is for the same impeached of High Treason by the House
of Commons, in the name of themselves and all the Commons
of England. It is therefore ordered by the Lords and Com-
mons in Parliament assembled, That publication thereof be made
in all Churches and Chappels, by the Curates and Church-Wardens
thereof, and in all Markets and Townes, by the Constables and
Officers of the Townes within the Counties of Lancaster and
Chester, to the end that all his Majesties Loving Subjects may
have notice thereof, least they being deceived by the specious pre-
tences made by the said Lord Strange, should assist him with men,
money, munition, or any other provision, and so make themselves
guilty of the like Treason and Rebellion; And all Sheriffs, and
other his Majesties Subjects, are hereby required to doe their best
endeavour for the apprehension of the said Lord, and the bringing
him up to the Parliament, there to receive condigne punishment
according to his demerits.
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‘XIV.

To the Kings Most Excellont Majesty, The Humble Petition of divers
Rocusants and others in the County of Lancaster, that they may be
received into his Majesties Protection, and have their Armes re-
delivered to them for the defoncs of his Majesties Person and their
Families.

Together with his Majesties Commission to Sir William Gerard
Baronet, Sir Cecill Trafford Knight, and other his Majesties Sub-
Jects, Recusants in the same County, charging and commanding them
to provide with all possible speed sufficient Armes for the defonce of
kis Majestios Porson, or them against all force raised by any colousr
of any order or ordinance whatsoever without his Majesties consont.!

Ordered by the Commons in Parliament that this Petition and Answer
bes forthwith prynted and published. H. Elsynge, Oler. Parl. D.
Com.

London. Printed for Edw. Husbands and Joh% Frank, and are to
be sold at their Shops, in the Middle Temple, and next doore to
the Kings Head in Fleet Streete. 1642.

To the Kings most excellent Majesty.
The Humble Petition of us, the inhabitants of LANcAsHRE whose
names are here underwritten in the behalfe of ourselves and divers
others being Recusants,

Humbly Sheweth,

That whereas we and the rest of the said County, your Majesties
most loyall Subjects are disarmed, and not sufficiently provided for
the defence of your Royall person and our own families ; Our most
humble supplication to your Majestie is, that we may be received
into your most gracious protection from violence, have our Armes
taken from us redelivered in this time of actuall war, and by your

! This petition of the Lancashire Recusants, and the royal assent thereto, was imme-
diately met by the order (of Sept. 29) for sending down Sir John Seaton, and also by a
declaration of Parliament (Nov. 28) for putting down associations of Papists in Lan-
cashire, Cheshire, and the five northern counties. (Husbands 4to. 754.) It is noticed
and commented on in the Perfect Diurnal, No. 18, 14-21 Nov. 1642.
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Majesties speciall directions be enabled further to furnish ourselves
with competencie of weapons for the security of your royall Person
(if we be thereunto required) our Countries and families, who now
are not onely in danger of the common disturbance; But also
menaced by unruly people to be robbed; and when by the Al-
mightyes assistance your Maiesties Kingdom shall be setled, in
case we be againe disarmed, that a full value in mony, in liew
thereof to us may be restored. And we shall dayly pray, &c.
W.G. C. Tr. C. T. Chr. An. Jo. C.

To our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir William Gerard Baronet,
Sir Cecill Trafford Knight, Thomas Clifton, Charles Townelsy,
Chyistopher Anderton, and Jokn Cansfield, Esquires, and other of
our Subjects Recusants in the County of Lancaster.

¢ Charles Rex.
Trusty and Wellbeloved,

Wee greet you well, whereas by reason of the Lawes and Sta-
tutes of our Realme, by which all recusants convicted are to be
without armes, your armes have beene taken from you, so that
now in this time of imminent danger, wherein there are armies
raised against our commands and contrary to our Proclamations,
and are marching against Us; and divers of our good subjects for
obeying our lawful commands, and opposing the rebellious proceed-
ings of others ill-affected, are by strong hand seized upon and
imprisoned, their houses plundered, and their goods taken away,
and the like is threatened to your selves, who as all others our sub-
jects ought to have our Protection against all unlawfull violence
and force. And the lawes made for the disarming Recusants,
were made onely for a provision to prevent danger in time of peace,
and were not intended to barre you from a necessary use of armes
in time of actuall warre, for your owne safety or the defence of
our owne Person against all rebels and enemies, which by your
duty and allegeance you are bound unto ; which is not, nor ever was
meant to be discharged, or taken away by any act; and whereas
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the armes which were taken from you ought by law to have beene
kept and preserved, to have beene made use of by you in such time
of open warre, or of such others as you should provide; yet under
the specious pretence of disarming Recusants, and Persons ill
affected, your armes have been disposed and dispersed into the
hands of severall persons ill affected, and for the most part foment-~
ers and exciters of these commotions now raised in this King-
dome. Our Will and Command therefore is, and we charge and
require you upon your allegiance, and as you tender the safety of
our Person, and the peace and welfare of our Kingdome, that you
with all possible speed provide sufficient Armes for your selves,
your Servants and your Tenants, which we Authorize and require
during the time of open warre raised against Us, to keepe and use
for the defence of Us, and of your selves, and of your country,
against all forces and armes raised or to be raised against Us, or
Our consent, or contrary to Our Proclamation, by colour of any
order or ordinance, or authoritie whatsoever. And wee shall
(according as wee are bound to all our subjects) use our utmost
powers for the protection of you, and yours, against all injuries
and violence; and whensoever these armes which you shall so
provide (after it shall please God to put an end to these dangers
and distractions) shall bee taken away from your custody by reason
of Our lawes now in force, We doe bereby assure you we will
allow you for the same, so much as you shall have dispended in
provision thereof. Given under our Signet at our Court at Chester
the 27 of September, in the eighteenth yeare of our reigne.

XV.

Parliamentary Commission for raising money for defence of Lanca-
shire, and sending down Colonel Sir Jokn Seaton ; from a Broad-
side in the British Museum, reprinted imperfectly tn Rushworth’s
Collection. (Part IIL vol. ii. p. 25.)

Die September 29, 1642.
The Lords and Commons in Parliament do conceive and find it
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80 necessary that 1000 Dragoones, with some Troopes of Horse,
should be raised speedily, and be set forth for the suppressing of
the Malignant Party in Lancashire, and such other parts, as my
Lord Generall shal appoint, for protecting the well affected people
and preventing of forraigne Power from landing, that it will not
onely be taken and recented by the House for an acceptable Ser-
vice in a time of great need, if any the well affected and disposed
persons of the City of London shall advance the summe of sixteene
thousand pounds for setting forth of such a Power. But do
declare that such Advances shall have the publique faith for the
repayment of such moneyes so to be advanced with Interest after
eight pounds per cent. As also shall be taken into consideration
by the House for a further recompence of their so forward and
pious Act in a time of so great necessity and danger.

It is ordered by the House that Sir John Wolleston, Jokn Rowss,
Jokn Warner, and Tho. Andrewes, Aldermen of the City of London,
are appointed Treasurers for the foresaid Subscription Moneyes.

All persons who are willing to goe Soldiers in the Service under
Colonell Sir Jokn Seton as Dragoniers, are to resort to Captaine
Henry Legh at the signe of the Sun neare Criplegate, and Captaine
William Stackhouss at his house in Saint Thomas Apostles, and
there are to be.listed for that service.

Ordered by the House of Commons that this be forthwith printed
and published.

Hen. E-singg, Cleric. Payliament. D. Com.

Imprinted at London by L. N. for E. Husbands and T. Frank,
and are to be sold at their Shops in the Middle Temple, and next
dore to the Kings Head in Fleetstreete. MpCXLIL
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Chapter ¥IE.

THE SIEGE OF MANCHESTER BY THE KING'S TROOPS COMMANDED BY LORD
STRANGE, WITH PROCEEDINGS CONSEQUENT THEREON—FIRST CON-
FLICTS OF THE ROYALISTS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS, AND APPOINT-
MENTS MADE AT PRESTON BY LORD DERBY (AFTER ACCESSION TO THAT
TITLE) AS “ LORD GENERALL OF LANCASHIRE.”

SEPTEMBER—DECEMBER, MDCXLII.

XVIL

THE SIEGE OF MANCHESTER.

IN entering on the details of the Siege of Manchester, it is first
necessary to refer the reader who is not acquainted with the
localities to a map of Manchester. Almost any map may suffice,
but he will be most assisted by that of 1650, given by Aikin in
his History of Manchester and its Vicinity, and copied in Palmer’s
Siege and Hollinworth’s Mancuniensis. By this he will be enabled
to trace the coincidence of the position of the works in the Siege
with the points selected in former days for the defence of the
original Mancunium by its Roman conquerors.

These early defences lay within, but at the two extremities of, an
irregular parallelogram on the left bank of the Irwell, which may
be described as being bounded by that river and the Irk on the
N.W,, by the Medlock on the S., and partly by the marshes formed
by a small stream called the Tib (now arched over) on the E.
Within this space lie the two camps described by Whitaker.

The greater Roman Camp, on the site of Castlefield, near the
N. W. angle of this parallelogram, had protection from the Irwell,
the Medlock, and the Marsh, on three sides; and the area, thus
naturally defended, became once more the scene of warfare, as the
Rovavist PositioN within the Park of Alport (purchased from an
Earl of Derby by the Mosleys) in which the Lodge was situated
where Lord Strange had his Manchester Battery, raking the centre
of the present Deansgate. ‘
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His Salford Battery was placed at the lower end of the Old
Bridge, and was commanded on the Manchester side by elevated
ground, which Whitaker supposes to have been the summer Camp
of the Romans, but which (if such) probably succeeded to an
earlier British work. This opinion is founded on its form, accom-
modated on two sides to the steep and rocky banks of the Irk and
the Irwell; and on the other, or land side, defended by semi-
circular entrenchments, which Mr. Whitaker states to have been
traced by excavations, and which are still followed in their curved
outlines by the streets near the Collegiate Church, as a glance at
the map will testify.

The space enclosed by these streets and the rivers last men-
tioned contained the Collegiate Church and its cemetery, and the
site of the present Chetham’s Hospital, which long after the period
referred to had retained its military character as the ¢ Baron's
Yard,” and after being the College of the local Ecclesiastics, had
passed after the dissolution to the Stanleys, who had suffered the
Magazine already mentioned to be deposited in it.

If the posts and chains of Rosworm, mentioned in the following
tracts, had been forced, it is not improbable that this site would
have been stoutly defended; at all events, the walls of the adjacent
churchyard gave his marksmen a decided advantage over the
Royalists at the Salford Battery below.

In the selection of these sites, however, Lord Strange was probably
chiefly influenced by the sentiments of the inhabitants and pro-
prietors in their neighbourhood; Salford and Alport Lodge re-
ceived him kindly, and the families of Moseley, Prestwich, Trafford,
Tyldesley, Barlow, Tatton, and Radcliffe, all Royalists, kept open
the communication between him and his own resources in Wigan,
‘Warrington, and Lathom. In case of any other selection, as appears
by the names of the families who led their tenants to the defence
of Manchester, the rear of his little army would have been open to
annoyance from the Parliamentarian families who swept in an
almost unbroken semicircle on the left bank of the Irwell from
Dunham Massey, by Handford, Stockport, Harden, Dukenfield,
Ashton, Hyde, and Middleton to Heaton. The sudden raising of
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the siege and retreat of the Royalists appears to have been the
result of the King’s command to join his main army, then pre-
paring to march southward, and although, from what Rosworm
says of the want of ammunition, the consequences of an assault
might have been much dreaded by the townsmen, who could have
opposed little besides the pike and the club, this does not appear
to have been known to Lord Derby; and it is clear that he could
place but small confidence either in the discipline or the fidelity of
his followers.!

XVIL

Nowes from Manchester, Being A True Relation of the Battell fought
before Manchester. Wherein the Lord Strange lost 150 Men,
besides 100 taken Prisoners, with the losse only of 12 Men of the
Town side, whereof six of them were taken Prisoners.

Sent in a Letter to a private Friend.

London, Printed for Rickard Best, 1642.2

Saturday, the 24th of September last in the night, came a great

) The plan pursued in arranging the documents illustrative of this subject, and of
its immediate local consequences, is to give in chronological order the tracts appearing
worthy of preservation, together with other contemporary notices. Additional details
will be found in this collection, in the Valley of Achor, and in Rosworm’s Complaint.

Many of the previous efforts of Lord Strange, in attempting to secure the maga-
zines, &c. have been given in the preceding tracts. The reader must be referred to
Seacome’s House of Stanley, Peck’s Desiderata Curiosa, Dugdale’s Baronage (ii. 251) and
other sources, for his alleged musters on the Lancashire Heaths, his offers respecting
the raising of the Standard at Warrington, his removal by the King from his lieute-
nancies of Cheshire and Wales, and the command of the three regiments which he had
sactually raised aud taken to the King at Shrewsbury, from whence he was sent back
to Lancashire on the service now under illustration.

* To keep up continuation of events, it is proper to state here that the Royal Standard
was set up at Nottingham, August 25 (Clarendon, iii. 190), and that on September 9




THE SIEGE OF MANCHESTER. - 45

company of horse and foot to the number of two or three thousand,
against the Towne of Manchester. Sumday morning my Lord
Strange, now Earle of Darbdy, for his father died this week at
Chester, my Lord Mollineuw, Sir John Girlington, high Sheriff of
the County of Lancaster, Sir George Gerard, Colonell of the Horse,
with diverse other Captains and Gentlemen of the County, with
some six or seven canons, came likewise neere unto the Towne.
But the Townsmen having some notice on the Saturday Evening
of their approach, did send to the Inhabitants thereabouts, who on
Sunday and Monday came in abundantly with Muskets, Pikes,
Halberts, Staves, and such like, to the number of two thousand.
And these Gentlemen likewise came in aid of the Towne, Master
Holland, Master Egerton, Master Duckinfield, Master Arden, Master
Butterworth, Master Booth, Sir George’s second Sonne, Master Hide
and some others. And upon Sunday forenoone we were called
out of Church from Sermon, and since then there have been many
hot skirmishes both in the Night and Day, especially Monday in

the Earl of Essex, Parliamentary Commander-in-Chief, “ in much state did set out of
London, and went to his head quarters at St. Albans, and from thence to Northampton,
where his forces met him.”—Rushworth, pt. iii. vol. ii. p. 16.

Perfect Dinrnall of the Passages in Parliament, Sep. 12, 1642. (Cook and Wood, No.
13.)—* Thursday (Sep.) 8. 'This day came letters out of Lancashire, certifying that
the malignant party in that county have gathered some forces, and carried them to the
King at Nottingham, and that some of the town of Manchester are disaffected to the
Parliament, but the greatest part of the said town are for the King and Parliament.”

On September 15, the King determined, when at Derby, to accept the invitation of
Shrewsbury, and march thither ; and was at Stafford on Sept. 18 (Blakeway, i. 418),
and on that day notified to the mayor of Chester his intention of proceeding there,
arriving there from Shrewsbury on Sep. 23 (Hist, Chesh. i. 203.)

Sep. 19, Perfect Diurnall, &c. (Francis Coules, No. 14) p. 2.—“ Monday, 12. And it
was also then informed the Commons, by letters, that the Lord Strange doth march in
Lancashire and Cheshire with an army of above 2000 foot, 300 horse, and six pieces
of ordnance, the greatest part of which force are Welchemen, and that he hath put a
garrison of 300 men into Chester, against the Kings coming thither.”

This visit terminated on the 28th, when the King, having directed the city to be put
into a state of defence, returned to Shrewsbury, where he continued until October 12,
the events immediately following and connected with the siege of Manchester taking
place during his residence there.
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the afternoone and in the night, their Ordinance killed none, but
onely a strange boy was gazing about him, but not in armes.

There have not been slain of the Townside above five or six
and as many taken prisoners; there are slain on the other side
about an hundred and fifty, whereof some speciall Commanders,
Master Standish of Duxzbury is slaine, Captaine Biron, Captaine
Tilesley, and many others of good quality and about an hundred
taken Prisoners; The Souldier hath ransakt and pillag’d and done
abundance of hurt in the country thereabouts. The Townsmen
fetch them in and bring in Horse and man in great companies,
foure or five bring in two or three a-piece.

Upon Monday night they burnt a great Barne with much Corne
and Hay of M. Greenes, and some Houses of Master Fozes at the
Deanes Gate end. The Towne is daily expectant of ayde from
the Parliament and the Army. We have been full of feares, often
called out of Bed in the night and in great distresse, but Gods
great goodness hath greatly preserved us beyond all expectation,
If I would but relate unto you all the passages it woud fill you
with admiration, to see how gratious God hath beene to us, but
the town is the better for some fortifications made by a German
by Chains and Mudwalls at the Townes ends, and I hope much
the better for good prayers. The matter is the more unkindly
taken, because the Lord Strange hath brought some that were sent
from the Towne upon his warrant to meete the king at Warrington,
against the Towne, and the Souldiers say they had no knowledge
of coming against Manchester, But were told they were to go for
some other purpose that way, They say Captain Leigh of Adlington
is at Storkport, with Forces against the Towne, but they say they
will not go out of the County, Captain Robert Bradshaw, Captain
Radeclife, Captain Channell, and Captain Barrington hath done very
great service. This is the substance of what I know, I have been
in Town all the time. The Lord grant us peace, Pray for us and
the peace of this kingdome.

Since I writ this Letter I have sent you a Catalogue of those
that were slaine before Manchester by them in the town.
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1. Lord Mollineuz the Earle of Derbie’s Son in Law.!

2, Colonell Tyllsley.

3. Standish Eldest Son of his father of Duwbury.

4. Captaine Byron.

5. Captaine Ashton of Penket. Eldest Son of his Father.
Two other Captains.
And 200 Common Souldiers.

The old Earle dying the 25 of the same moneth, this Earle his
Sonne instead of mourning, took this good worke in hand, to
destroy his owne Country Neighbours.?

XVIIL

The Lord Strange, His demands propounded to the Inkabitamts of
the Town of Manchester, concerning a pacification and laying
down of Armes: with the valiant Answer and Resolution of the
Commanders and Souldiers, in denying and withstanding the said
Demands. Also the names of the Scots Elders and Ministers
chosen by the Commissioners of Scotland to be sent to the Assembly
of Divines appointed by the Parliament to be holden at London

} This alliance of Lord Molineux has not occurred elsewhere. He married Frances,
danghter of William, Marquis of Hertford (afterwards restored as Duke of Somerset)
by his second wife, Frances, sister of the Parliament general the Earl of Essex. The
first wife of this great Marquis was the Lady Arabella Stuart, first cousin of James L

* This account of the slain is inaccurate in what relates to the deaths of Lord Moli-
neux, Colonel Tyldesley, and Captain Ashton. Colonel Tyldesley (who is first
mentioned here as colonel) in all likelihood received that commission in one of the
regiments of horse raised by Lord Derby, and most probably in that commanded by
Lord Molineux, with whom he is frequently associated in later operations. The mo-
nument erected to his memory in Wigan-lane, by his *grateful cornet Alexander
Rigby,” mentions his holding the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the royal service at Edge-
hill, and his previous exertions in “ raising regiments of horse, foot, and dragoons.”
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for the setling of Religion. London: printed for T%. Cook,
October 8, 1642. 4to. pp. 6.

The late Lord Strange, now Earle of Dardy, having strongly
besieged the towne of Manchester, in the County Palatine of Lan-
caster, and lien before it with his forces, to the number of two
thousand Foot and six hundred horse, with eight or nine Peeces
of Ordnance, from the four-and-twentieth of September to this
present, since which time many shot have been discharged on both
gides. The late Lord Strange planted his Ordnance in two severall
places, and plaid very fiercely upon the Towne and so hath con-
tinued night and day ever since, but hath done very little or no
harme: his Musketiers have made many furious assaults against
the town, and were as bravely withstood by those of the towne,
who most couragiously defended their works, and made good their
quarters against the enemy, beating them off and killing above an
hundred of them (among which were some commanders of note),
without the losse of one man.

His Lordship seeing that by force he could not prevaile against
the towne, hee sent a messenger to desire a parley with the inha-
bitants of the towne, but they would not condescend unto it, till
after foure or five messages from his Lordship, and then they
agreed that there should be a cessation of Armes on both sides
from tuesday in the afternoon, till seven of the clock the next day ;
in the mean while, the L. Strange propounded these demands fol-
lowing : —

1. That they would lay down their armes, and deliver them up
to his Lordship.

2. That he might march through the town with his army, which
were both denied.

3. That they would deliver him a thousand pound in money.

4. Then he demanded, but two hundred Muskets.

5. Seeing none of these would bee granted, rather than be frus-
trate in all his demands, in his last message he desired but fifty
muskets, and he would raise his siege and leave the town.
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After some debate and serious consultation concerning these
demands between the Commissioners and common souldiers, a
peremptory and resolute answer was returned his Lordship by the
unanimous consent of them all, that he should not so much as have
a sword.

The towne hath now held out a complete fortnight, and still
continues, with an undaunted resolution to stand it out against
him. Many of his souldiers run away and confess they have
neither meat nor money, but what they get by robbing. Captain
Bradshaw hath behaved himself most valiantly to his everlasting
renown. The enemy have discharged their ordnance above three
hundred times and the musketeers have done what they could, and
_vet we have not lost one person in the fight, but a boy, unarmed,
standing upon a stile, but the townsmen have killed above a hun-
dred, and taken eighty prisoners of the enemies.

*.% The rest of the Tract relates to the other matter mentioned in the Title.

XIX.

A true and faithfull Relation of the besieging of the Towns of
Manchester in Lancashire, upon Saturday, the 24 of September.
Togather with the manner of the severall Skirmishes and Passages
betwiat the Earle of Derby the besieger with his 4500 men, and the
souldiers in the Town, being only 1000 or thereabout. Also a
declaration of the Lords and Commons in Parliament to the Inka-
bitants of the said Towne. And lastly, the manner of the raising
of the said Siege, having continued until Saturday the 1 of October,
as it was credibly represented unto the House of Commons from a
godly Minister in the said Towne, and appointed to be printed and
published.!

The Towne of Manchester having some malignants in it, and
multitudes of Papistes neere unto it, and being reputed a religious

! This relation of the siege of Manchester has appeared, in a more abridged form, in
H
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and rich towne, hath been much envied and often threatned by the
Popish and Malignant partie, and therefore the Townes-men being
incouraged first by some Justices of the Peace, afterwards by the
Ordinance for the Militia, did in a peaceable manner exercise and
traine up their youth in feates of armes, whereby sundry of them
became skillfull musquetiers and active pikemen, and afterwards
when the Lord Strange began to declare his opposition to the
Lords and Commons in Parliament by raising of forces, and utter-
ing divers menaces and threats against us and others that refuse to
joyne with him, (which were farre the greater part of all Salford
hundred) Mr. Holland of Denton, Master Egerton of Shagh, Mr.
E¥ride of Denton, Deputie Lievetenants by the Ordinance of Par-
liament, did advise and consult with the Towne what was fittest
to be done for the safetie of the Towne and Countrey adjacent,
the result of which consultation was to provide for their own safety
by securing the Towne, to encourage and assist them in which
service, God by his providence had a quarter of a yeere before sent
a German engineer amongst them, to whose skill, industry, faith-
fulnesse and valour, we owe (under God) much of our late preser-
vation. Ie was often solicited by letters, messengers, and pro-
mises of great prefcrment and rewards, to serve the Lord Strange,
but being unwilling to serve against the Parliament, he accepted

several works, and among others in Vicars’ Parliamentary Chronicle (God in the Mount,
Pp. 173-179), from what is described as “ a most authentick copie, written by a godly
ministre, then an inhabitant of the said town, and an eye witnesse of, if not all, yet
most of the particular acts and contingents in the same.” ]

This may relate either to Warden Heyrick, or Mr. Bourne, fellow of the Collegiate
Charch, or perbaps to others ; but if to either of the two mentioned, most probably to
Heyrick.

Other details of the siege will be found in the authorities referred to in page 44.
It may be desirable to add, that this Tract varies from the other versions and abridg-
ments in the important point of containing the names of the Royalists who attended
Lord Strange, and of those who, on the other hand, mustered in aid of the townsmen.
Al these are identified in the notices of individuals appended at the end of the work, but it is
proper to note the errors of Laughton, Eride, Lyde, Lide, Merthen, and possibly Chantwell,
for Houghton, Hide, Hyde, Hide, Werden, and Chantrell; and to add, that the Thanks of
Parliament (appended to the Tract), are given (in p. 57), from an official document.
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of farre lesse encouragement from us, and he gave directions for
the chaining up and fortifying the severall ends of the Towne,
which was begun with diligence, but found opposition from divers
of the Malignant party, which threatned to hinder the setting
downe of the stoopes. But God by his providence so disposed,
that on Thursday, the 13 of September, the Souldiers in Cheshire,
under the command of Sir Edward Fitton and Master Leigh of
Adlington, did plunder, pillage, and disarme his Majesties loyall,
Protestant subjects, even of such armes as they had provided for
the necessary defence of their owne houses, which so awakened
and affrighted the countrey, that many hundred men were sud-
denly up in armes in the Town of Manchester, which gave oppor-
tunity and facility for the setting downe of the stoopes, and the
perfecting of the fortifications, which were not finisht till about a day
before his Loordship came against the Towne. Though we had no
certain notice of the time of his comming, on Saturday night cer-
taine intelligence came to the Towne, that great forces were com-
ming from Warington against it, conducted by the Lord Strange,
and (as we hear) by the Lord Molineuz, Master Sheriffe, Sir Gil-
bert Laughton, Sir Alexander Radcliffo, Sir Gilbert Gerrard,
Master Tildislsy, Master Standish of Standish, Master Prestwich,
Master Windebanke, Serjeant Major Danvars, Serjeant Major
Sanders, Master Downes of Wardley, Master Townly of Townley,
Master Ashton of Penkett, junior, Master Oglo, Master Byrom of
Birom, Master Nowell of Read, Master Standish of Duxburie his
eldest sonne, Master Chernock, Master Farrington of Merthen,
Master Holt of Ashurst, Master Rosterne of Newhall junior, Mr.
Tarbuck of Tarbuck, Mr. Mountague, with many others, which
assisted with men and munition; about which time there were in
towne about an hundred and fiftie of the tenants of Master Askton
of Middleton in compleat armes, under the command of Captaine
Bradshaw, who with the towne forces under the command of Cap-
taine Radcliffe did cheerefully and couragiously, upon the beating
of the drumme, repaire to the end of the Towne, resolving to main-
taine the libertie of their persons, and the propriety of their goods,
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with the utmost hazard of their lives. The bels were rung, and
posts immediately sent into the countrey to give them notice,
whereupon Master Holland of Denton, Captaine Booth, son to Sir
George Booth of Dunham, Master Duckenfield of Duckenfield,
Master Arderne of Hardin, Master Egerton of Shagh, Master
Butterworth of Belfield, Master Lide of Denton, Master Lyds of
Norbury, Master Chestham of Nuthurst, and others, came with
their tenants and well-affected neighbours, to assist the Towne;
part of the Lord Stranges forces came though Cheshire, and part
came on the other side of the river Irwell ; the breaking of a wheele
which carried their ordnance, retarded the Lord Strange his forces,
that they came not in viewe of the Towne till about nine of the
clock on Sunday morning, and at that time sundry companies
and their colours appeared in open view. Then two gentlemen
were sent to know the reason of his coming in such a manner; his
Lordship staid one of the gentlemen for hostage, and sent Captaine
Windebanke to require entrance, and that he might march with
his armie into the Towne, which was unanimously denied him, this
very day (as it is said) the Earle his father died. On Munday the
twentie sixt of September he sent another message to the same
purpose, promising to use the Towne kindly, otherwise fearfull
ruines might ensue. But his requests were not granted, his
threats were not feared: about twelve of the clock he began to
play with his cannon shot upon the Deans gate and Salford
Bridge ; the bullets that were found weighed between foure and
six pounds weight. This afternoon the fight was hot on both
gides, most of our men constantly charging and discharging, to the
great admiration and terrour of the enemies. The fight was first
begun by the Lord Strange his forces, which were in and about an
house of Sir Edward Mosleys called the Lodge, where they planted
some of their ordnance ; and at the same time was seconded by an
assault they made upon Salford bridge, they having possessed
themselves of the Towne of Salford, which adjoyneth to Man-
chester, save only the water betwixt, but did not joyne with them
in & common defence. But God so ordered the matter, that the
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cannons plaid in vain, and therefore they assaid to enter the
Towne, and to beat our men from their works, which being not
able to doe, they sent some of their souldiers to fire two barnes
and eight or ten dwelling houses about twelve roods from our
Workes, which being effected, the enemies with great shouting
(“the towne is our owne, the towne is our owne”) renued their
assault, but by the valour and courage of Captain Bradshaw and
his Souldiers were beaten back, and many of them slaine. The
wind at the first blew the flame and smoke into the faces of our
Souldiers, to their great annoyance and the endangering of the
Towne. But God that rides on the wings of the wind did very
seasonably turn the wind till the rage of the fire was abated.
‘Those forces that were in Salford endevoured to enter the bridge,
where they found go hot entertainement at the hands of Captain
Roseworme, the German Engineere before spoken of, and his
Souldiers, that they were forced to retreat with the losse of some
men ; but having possessed themselves of an house at the foot of
the Bridge, they continued shooting all night at our men. In this
dayes fight, blessed be God, we lost not one man. On Teusday
morning a souldier was taken being mortally wounded, which con-
fessed that he was one of the seven which set the barne on fire;
he lived but a day after his apprehension. This day there was an
assault made at other ends of the towne, especially at the Market-
street-lane end, but were valiantly resisted by Captain Radcliffe.
and his company. Our men likewise sallied out, took divers pri-
soners, slew and put to flight divers that were stragling in the
fields. About five of the clock his Lordship sounded for a parley,
and sent a message in writing, which was as followeth: “ In obe-
dience to his Majesties commands, I have drawne some forces
hither, with no intention of prejudice to your Town or any person
in it, but to require your ready obedience to his Majestie in yield-
ing your selves dutifully and chearfully into his protection; which
I once more (so great is the value I sett upon the effusion of one
drop of my countryes bloud) sommon you to, under this assurance
that no mans person or goods shall be harmed, so as you give up
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your armes to be disposed of by me, according to his Majesties
commands. But if you shall yet continue obstinate in your dis-
obedience, and resolve to stand it out, I will in that way proceed
with all honour, by offering you a safe convoy of your women and
children out of the Towne, so as it be done immediately.—
I. Derby.” The gentlemen desired ten of the clock next day to
give in their answer ; he granted till seven. They promised mu-
* tually that all acts of hostility should cease during that time, which
was carefully performed on our side, and by meanes thereof our
Souldiers being much wearied with watching three dayes and three
nights before, got comfortable refreshing. But that very same
night the Enemie was very busie plundring and pillaging many
houses about the Towne, to their great prejudice, if not utter un-
doing, and slew two of our neighbours of Boulton, which were
coming peaceably with about 150 more to assist the Towne, and
planted two ordnances in Salford, from which they were beate the
next day by muskets shot from the church-yard. On Wednesday
morning the Gentlemen returned this answer: “ May it please
your honour to receive this answer to your Propositions: We are
not conscious to our selves of any act committed by us, that we
should in the least kind divest us his Majesties loyall subjects of
his royall protection, nor of any disobedience to his Majesties law-
full commands, for we can no way perswade our selves that his
Majestie, that hath so often solemnly declared to rule his people by
his lawes, and to-preserve the propriety of our estates, should
require us to give away our armes, which are under God one
meanes of our lawfull defence against malignant Enemies and mul-
titudes of bloudy Papists, which do abound in our County, and
had not God by his infinite mercy prevented, had ere this day
made the like Rebellion in our County, and committed the like
barbarous outrage against us and others of the true Protestant
Religion, as their brethren have done in Ireland, seeing they are
acted by the like hellish principles as they. And we cannot but
much wonder that your Honour should come against us in such an
open hostile manner, to take away our armes, which is absolutely
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against all law, and the right of the subject, which we are bound
and resolved faithfully to maintaine, according to our late solemne
protestation. And we can by no meanes be assured by your Lord-
ship of the safety of our persons and goods, if we deliver up our
armes, seeing since the treaty some of our neighbours houses being
Protestants have been plundered or attempted to be plundered,
and some of our friends coming in a peaceable way to our reliefe,
have been cruelly murdered and slain by some of your Souldiers.”
Some few houres after, the Lord Strange sent Sir Jokn Mounson
to mediate, who said his Honour would be content with part of
the armes; the Gentlemen referred it to the Souldiers, who all
resolutely answered they would not give him a yard of match, but
would maintaine their cause and armes to the last drop of bloud.
After this Message was returned, his Ordnance played upon the
Towne againe, but did no harme, save onely that they killed one
which stood gazing on the top of a stile. Thursday, Captaine
Standish was slaine by a bullet in Salford, who (as we heare) was
reproaching his Souldiers because they would not fall on. Vpon
his death his Souldiers fled, and other Souldiers by scores, yea by
hundreds, daily fled away from the Lord Stramge. There were
slaine of his side, as we heare, 100 or 200, and some commanders
of note, three whereof were buried at Didsbury, upon Thursday.
‘We lost but foure men, two by accident, two by the Enemie.
Friday little was done, onely the Lord continued playing upon the
Towne with the Ordnance and Musket shot from Salford and the
Lodge, and cast up a Trench before the end of the Deanes gate,
as if he had intended to make long siege. The Ordnance did make
holes in divers houses, and battered downe a piece of a chimney, but
did little barme. This night his Cannons were removed. On
Saturday he sent that prisoners might be exchanged for prisoners,
and that plundering might cease on both sides. It was answered
that our side had not plundered any house, but his Lordships
forces had plundered so many that ten thousand pounds would not
make a recompence. Prisoners were exchanged according to his
Lordships motion. About noone on Saturday his Forces removed
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away from about the Towne. Our Souldiers from first to last had
prayers and singing of Psalmes dayly at the street ends, most of
our Souldiers being religious honest men, of a civill and inoffensive
conversation, which came out of conscience of their oath and pro-
testation. The Townesmen were kind and respective to the Soul-
diers ; all things were common ; the Gentlemen made bullets night
and day; the Souldiers were resolute and couragious, and feared
nothing so much as a Parly: the deputy Lievetenants, Captaine
Chantwell and the other Gentlemen, tooke paines night and day
to see that the Souldiers did their duty. The Lord Stranges
Souldiers some of them wept, others protested great unwillingness
to fight against Manchester, afferming they were deceived and
deluded, or else they had not come thither. Thus the Lord hath
preserved an unwalled Towne from being destroyed or detained
by a great Armie, consisting as some say of 4000, some say 3000,
seven pieces of Ordnance, two hundred Dragoneers, and hundred
Horsemen. To God alone be the Prayse.

October 11.—Read and ordered to be printed.

Extracts from various Contemporary Authorities relative to the Proceedings
consequent on the Siege of Manchester.

Perfect Diurnall, Oct. 3 to 10. Cook and Wood, No. 17.

Monday, Oct. 3. “ Monday, the House of Commons being met, letters were
read that came out of Lancashire from Manchester, intimating that the Lord
Strange with 200 [2000?] men did lately make an attempt to take the towne of
Manchester ; but the said towns men having gotten some small aid and assistance
from other parts of the County, with great courage and resolution fell upon the
Lord Strange and his forces, and killed at the least one hundred and twenty of
them, and took eighty prisoners, with the losse of but five men on their side,
whereupon the Lord Strange was forced to retreat eight miles from the said town
that night, but it is feared he will make another attempt against the said town
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very shortly, and therefore the Parliament fell into debate of sending some speedy
aid to that town ; and in regard that the house was informed that his Majesty was
about to draw his main forces to Shrewsburye to meet the Earl of Essex, they con-
ceived it not fitting that any of those forces that were with his Excellency should be
sent thither, but agreed that 1000 Dragoneers should be designed for the service
under the command of Sir Edward Ceton.”

The following Orders connected with the same matter are extracted from the
Journals of the Commons:

¢« Divers letters from Cheshire and Lancashire of the Siege of Manchester by
the Lord Strange were this day read. And

¢ It is ordered, That these letters and the state of the business in Lancashire be
referred to the Committee of the Safety of the Kingdom: And that Captain Ven
do recommend this business of Lancashire to the Committee at London, to desire

- them to expedite their levies of dragoons.

“ Ordered, That the Deputy Lieutenants of the Countv of Lancaster shall take
care that the Prisoners taken at Manchester and thereabouts be either committed
to prison, or sent up to the Parliament, as they shall think most convenient.” (The
Journals of the House of Commons, vol.ii. p. 792. A.1642, 18 Car. I. Die
Lune, 3 Octobris. Post Meridiem, 1642.)

XX,
THANKS OF PARLIAMENT TO MANCHESTER.'

Jovis 6 October, 1642.

A Declaration of the Lords and Commons assembled in Parliament,
in Commendation of the Inhabilants of the town of Manchester,
Jor their valiant resisting the late Lord Stramnge and now Earle of
Derbie, and to encourage them in their valour which they have
shewed for their own defencs, and to endeavour to suppresse or
apprehend the said Earl or any of kis Complices, assuring them of:

! The above order is printed from the official copy in the British Museum (Pudlic
Acts, &c. 1641-2), and differs from the copy which follows the original edition of the
History of the Siege of Manchester, in not containing the parliament’s order for a thanks-
giving, for this success, in the Lancashire churches and chapels ; but it is thought pro-
per to adhere to the authorized document. The order for thanksgiving occurs in &
subsequent document, of Oct. 11, See p. 60.

1
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allowance and payment for all disbursements, or losses in their
service.
JouN BrowNE, Clerk Parliament.

‘Whereas upon credible information made unto this house that
James late Lord Strange, and now Earle of Derby, heretofore
impeached in the name of the house of Commons and of all the
Commons of England, by the name of James Lord Strange, for
High Treason, hath in pursuance of his traiterous actions procured
divers papists, and other ill-affected persons in a hostile and rebel-
lious manner, with gunnes and other warlick weapons, to make
warre upon his Majestie’s subjects in the Town of Manchester, in
the County Palatine of Lancaster, and have killed and murthered
divers in that town, and hath robb’d and spoild divers others of his
Majestie’s good subjects inhabiting near the same, the inhabitants
‘whereof, with the Christian aid and help of divers well-affected
gentlemen and others of that County, have valiantly resisted the
said Earl and his Complices, and hath thereunto bravely defended
themselves, and the town, it is thercupon ordered by the Lords
and Commons assembled in parliament, that such Gentlemen and
others of his Majestie’s good subjects, who hath already hazarded
their lives, and spent of their estates, and all such others as shall
hereafter either with their persons or purses, give aid unto the
inhabitants of the said town of Manchester for their defence, and
shall endeavour to suppresse or apprchend the said Earl or any of
his Complices, shall have allowance and payment made of all such
moneys or any other charge, which they shall expend or disburse
in that service upon account made unto the House of Commons,
and such their actions and endeavours are declared to be a service
both agreeable unto the law of the land, acceptable to both houses
of Parliament, and beneficiall to the Commonwealth.

JouN BrownN, Cler. Parliament.

London, printed for Tho. Underhill, at the Bible
in Wood Street.
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Extracts from Journals, &c. continued.

Speciall Passages, No. 9. Oct. 4 to 11. Thursday.

“ Now God be praysed we have a cleere passage to send letters and communi-
cate with our friends. The Earle of Derby left this siege last Saturday, after he
had lost neere two hundred of his men that were slaine, and half as many taken,
with little or no losse of ours ; which was not in us, or the strength of the horse or
the rider, that hath given so good an issue to our expectation, but God, the God
of our strength, hath done it for us, perfecting and blessing us in a good cause.

‘It is said that hee went away because the King had earnestly sent for him ta
come with all his forces to make an addition to his Majesties Army, being to put
something in execution when all his forces are together, yet heare the Earle conti-
nues to leavie new forces, which makes many in our towne to feare he meanes to
come againe, but the more judiciall conceive it to make up slaine and taken,
‘besides severall hundreds run away, that so hee may appeare with the more esteeme
to the King. Let it be what it will, if for oure towne againe, we shall not feare
nor faint, having the same God and cause. If he goes any where else, I pray God
send him no better successe.”

Perfect Diurnall (Coles, No. 18, Saturday, Oct. 15.)

A report that the King, then at Wolverhampton, against the wish of the cava-
liers, “ who laboured with hiin to come to London,” intends to joyne the Earle of
Derby against Manchester, and then to march into Yorkshire against Captain
Hotham, and to assist the Earl of Cumberland.

Perfect Diurnall (C. & W.) No. 19, Monday, Oct. 17.

Letters came to the House respecting powder and match sent to Manchester
by the Parliament, and intercepted by Sir Edward Moseley at Stafford. More
ammunition procured from Cheshire, and the town resolved to defend itself. Lord
Strange still in the county, but not recruited to the amount of the force which he
had previous to the siege. Some successful sallies stated to have been made by
the garrison into the neighbouring districts, and various prisoners taken, among
whom is mentioned Mr. Tempest of Bowling.

Perfect Diurnall, Oct. 17, printed by Walt. Cooke and R. Wood, No. 18.
Tuesday, 11 Oct.—Letters were read to the House to the purport of the last
letter, stating the force of the Earle of Derby at 2000, his killed at 200, and
deserters at 250.

Perfect Diurnall, collected by the hand formerlj employed by W. Cooke, Oct. 17.
Tuesday, Oct. 11.— Letters read in the House of Commons from Manchester,
when it was declared that Gentlemen or others assisting the people of Manchester
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should have allowance from Parlisment in disbursement ; that there should be a
day of public thanksgiving in the churches of Lancashire; and “that Dr. Math
(Marsh ?] taken prisoner before Manchester, should be sent for up to the Parlia-
ment.”

Englands Memorable Accidents, Londou, 1642, 17-24 October, No. 49 (by
Stephen Bowtell).

Thursday, Oct. 20.—Mention of the Ordinance of Oct. 3 having been carried
into effect, and of the 1000 Dragoneers being then on their march to Manchester,
under “ Sir John Seton, a brave and valiant™ Scottish commander. Some of
these dragoneers are part of those men that came out of Holland in the ship that
was forced by a leake to put into Yarmouth.

Payliamentary rearrangement of the Lancashire Magistracy.

“ Upon information of some of the members of this House, of the great increase
of poor within the town of Manchester and other several places in Lancashire, by
reason of the unavoidable decay of trade occasioned by the unhappy distractions of
these times ; and that the justices of peace who were formerly of great use in those
parts, have been lately, without any just cause appearing, displaced ; It is this
day Ordered by the * * * and Commons, now assembled in Parliament, that Edw.
Lord Newburgh, Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, shall forthwith issue our
commissions of the peace to the several gentlemen herein named,—viz. Sir Ralph
Ashton Baronet, Ralph Ashton of Middleton, Rich. Holland, John Bradshaw,
Wmn. Ratcliffe, Rich. Shuttleworth, John Braddell, John Starkey, Esquires ; Sir
Tho. Stanley Baronet. Jo. Holcroft, Tho. Standish, Geo. Doddinge, Tho. Fell,
Peter Egerton, Esquires, whereby the County may receive benefit by their care, as
formerly: And that he shall not discharge the said gentlemen from executing
the said commissions, tending to the good of their country, till the House be
acquainted therewith, and take further order in it. And it is further Ordered,
that the said Edw. Lord Newburgh shall immediately discharge Sir Gilbert
Houghton, knight and baronet, Robert Holt of Stubley, Alexander Rigby of
Brough, John Greenhalgh, Edm. Asheton, Sir Alexander Radcliffe, Wm. Far-
rington, Orlando Bridgeman, Sir Edward Writhington, and Roger Kirkeby,
Esquires, from being farther employed as Commissioners of the Peace within the
said County; And he is also hereby required to render both Houses an account of
his due performances of this Order.” (Journals of the House of Commons, vol. ii.
P-821. A.1642, 18 Car. 1. Die Lune, 24 Octobris, 1642,
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XXI.

PROPOSAL FOR PACIFICATION BETWEEN THE TOWN OF MANCHESTER
AND THE EARL OF DERBY.

Perfect Diurnall, &c. No. 21 (Cook and Wood) Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 1642.

The Lord Kilmurry, the Lord Brewerton, and the rest of the array men of Lan-
cashire, made certaive propositions to the Gentry and Freeholders in and about
Manchester.

1. That the Fortifications in and about Manckester should be no further per-
fected, nor wrought in during the treaty now in hand.

“ 2. That the Armies in and neere Manchester be laide down, the Earle of
Derby securing the town of Manchester, and all gentlemen and others engaged in
the business, that they shall be secure from all attempts against Manchester, or
any of the Gentry, by the Earle of Darby, or any by his consent or procurement,
the Town of Manchester and the Gentry heere, in like maner, securing the Counties
of Lancaster and Chester from all hostile attempts by them, their consent or pro-
curement.

“ For the further declaring of a passage in the propositions, viz. of the Earl of
Derby his securing of the town, our meaning is, not that he should take the saide
town into his protection, but what they shall expect to be performed in a way of
peace towards them, the same they are like to performe both and toward both
Counties, not offending the Counties nor to be offended by them, and this is only
their reall intention.”

Whereunto the Gentry and Freeholders gave this answer:

“ Wee, the Gentlemen, Freeholders, and Inhabitants neere and in the Town of
Manchester, do thankfully accept of the good affection of the said Lord Viscount
Kilmurry, Lord Bruerton, and other Gentlemen, for their care to prevent any
future peril to those parts. And do further declare that wee have not at all hereto-
fore done anything to the just provocation of the Earle of Derby to draw out his
late forcible coming against us, but that we conceive God, Nature, Law, and Con-
science, bound us unto for our owne defence, neither since his removal have
attempted or done that which might justly offende him or draw him to any designe
against us. Aud therefore if the Lord Kilmurry please to propound, or the Earle
of Derby approve the sending hither to Manchester any propositions sutable to his
owne liking for the settling of the Peace of the County, they will send up a speciall
messenger to the House of Parliament with them: and desire to receive from
them a full answer which shall speedily be returned him: but they cannot neither
disband their Garrison, nor forbeare the perfecting of theire fortifications, for
several reasons, which are by them alleadged.” !

.1 This attempt at partial pacification was made in the spirit of a treaty also suggested
by Lord Kilmurry, and shortly afterwards entered into for Cheshire, and executed at
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Cannon ordered to Manchester and Middleton Hall.

“ Ordered, that Mr. Edmund Hockwood be one of Deputy Lieutenants for the
County of Lancaster.

“Ordered, that Ralph Ashton Esquire shall have Mr. Speaker’s warrant for the
conveying down four small brass pieces to Manchester, without lett or interruption,
and likewise one smalle brass piece for the safetie of his own house.” (Journals
of the House of Commons, vol. ii. p.833. A. 1642, 18 Car.I. Die Jovis, 3 No-
vembris, 1642.

Committal of Sir Alex. Radcliffe to the Tewer.!

“ Upon the Report from the Committee appoiuted to receive the examinaﬁon of
the business concerning Sir Alexander Ratcliffe,

“It is resolved upon the question, That Sir Alexander Ratcliffe is gmlty of
putting the Commission of Array in execution.

“ Resolved upon the question, That Sir Alexander Ratcliffe is guilty of abetting,
aiding and assisting, of the Earl of Derby in the action of the siege of Manchester.

“ Resolved upon the question ~ * *  #

“ Resolved upon the question, That Sir Alexander Ratcliffe be forthwith com-
mitted prisoner to the Tower, there to remain during the pleasure of the House.

¢ Resulved upon the question, That the three horses seized with Sir Alexander
Ratcliffe be sent to the Commissaries in London, to be employed in the service of
the Commonwealth.” (Journals of the House of Commons, p. 841. A. 1642, 18
Car. I. Die Mercurii, 9 Novembris, 1642.)

Public Subscription in aid of Lancaskire.

Die Jovis, 24 Nov. 1642,

*“ Whereas the Lords and Commons are informed that the town of Manchester
and some other parts within the County Palatine of Lancaster have for a long
time been at excessive charges for the defence of such asare well affected, &c. &c.
It is ordered, &c. that such moneyes or plate as Mr. Thomas Case or any other
person shall underwrite for the defence of Lancashire and the reducing of the ma-
lignant party there, they shall have the publike faith to be repayed with satisfac-
tion after eight pounds per cent.”— Husband’s Collection, p. 762.

Bunbury, Dee. 30, 1642 (the articles of which are given in Rushworth, part 3, vol. ii.
p- 101); but the same was shortly afterwards annulled by the houses of parliament,
by a declaration (dated Sat. Jan. 7, 1642-3, printed in Husband’s Collection, 4to, p. 823,
and also as a separate tract), in which Parliament specifically objects to the treaty,
(inter alia) that it “ would prevent all associations and mutual relief to Lancashire, and
other neighbor Counties.”

! Sir Cecill Trafford, the neighbour of Sir A. Radcliffe, was made prisoner at Man-
chester, on Dec. 2. See Hibbert, vol. i. 216; and Tract XXTI.
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The latest printed Newes from Chichester, Winsor, Winchester, Chester, Manches-
ter, and Yorke, &c. London, printed for T. Underhill at the Bible in Wood-
streete, 1642. (Dec. 22.)

In the middle of the Pamphlet is
“ Manchester, 17 Decemb. 1642.

“ Captaine Bradshaw and Captaine Venables marched forth of Bolton with
their companies, consisting of about 250 men, within two miles of Wigen, whence
the cavaliers sallied forth five to one against them, and our men through over-
sight neglecting to send forth scouts were unawares incompassed, yet most valiantly
kept them in play two dayes, and at last were overcome, and there were slain
some, and the rest taken prisoners. We were sending much aid, but a post came
thence, and informes that it is too late. What the Gentry intends is not knowne ;
I conceive the bells must ring, to call all the country, that so sufficient strength
may be left here, and a considerable party sent against Wigen.

“ The carriage of the cavaliers about Wigen was most insolent, ye blasphemous,
for after they had pulled downe the pulpit in Hendon chappell, and plaid at cards
in the pews and upon the deske, they surprised the Holy Bible, took it away, and
afterwards tore it in pieces, and then stucke up the leaves of it upon the posts in
severall places in Wigan, saying, This is the Roundheads Bible. Doubtlesse as
certainely as the God that the Bible sets forth is the true God, and that Book his
‘Word, so certaine it is that God will be avenged of such blasphemers and reproach-
ers of his great name. And for us at Manchester, we resolve to take our lives in
our hands, and with all our might seeke the recovery of our friends, and the ruine
of those Gods enemies and ours.” !

XXIL

A true and full Relation of the troubles in Lancashire between the
Lord Strange now Earle of Derby, and the well-affected people of
that Countrie, with their valiant Resistance and full Resolution :
Also certaine passages betweon the Earls of Newcastle and Captain
Hotham in Yorkshire. Sentto a Rev. Divine in London. London,
Printed for Edward Blackmoore, December 9th, 1642. 8pp.

Kinde Sir,
I have received your letter with the Printed Papers of the

! This defeat of the three companies at Hindley, is also noticed in the Speciall Passages,
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Newes amongst you there inclosed, for which I return you many
thanks, and in requital thereof have sent you, by this post, the
passages and accidents which this last week hath befallen us in
Lancashire. The countie, as you know, is grievously distracted
and divided into two factions. The Papists and Malignants
(whereof there are many in our countie) act one part, and the well-
affected Protestants another. The Lord Strange, now Earle of
Derbie, is the great ringleader of the Popish faction and Malignant
partie, and keepes his rendesvous at Warrington, whither great
multitudes of ill-affected people both out of Lancashire and Cheshire
doe daily resort, it lying upon the fronticrs of both. They make
daily great spoyle in the countrey, which hath now awakned them
of the countrey, and so incensed them, that they are, tide-death,
tide-life, resolved to endure it no longer, as may appeare by the
last ekirmish that this last week fell out at Leigh and Loaton
Common; between the Earle of Derbie's troopes and the country
people, whereof I myself being one, can relate the truth.

For the last Sabbath, as wee were going towards the church, a
post rode through the countrey, informing us that the Earle's
troopes were comming towards the Chowdent: whereupon the
countrey presently rose, and before one of the clocke on that day
we were gathered together about 3000 horse and foote, encountring
them at Chowbdent aforesaid, and beate them backe to Leigh, killing
some and wounding many. Where you might wonder to have
seene the forwardnesse of the young youths, farmers’ sons, who
indeed were too forward, having had little experience of the like
times before this.

And so we Over-rode our Foote being carried with a fervent
desire to overtake them, and to doe some notable service upon them,

Dec. 27, 1642 ; and an unpleasing companion to the picture will be found in Seacome’s
account of the ensuing reduction of Wigan, ¢ trusted to the command of Major General
Blaire, a Scotch Gentleman, recommended to him (Lord Derby) by the King ; which
town they (the Manchester garrison, &c.) took and plundered to the very utensils and
plate of the Communion table, which one of their puritanical teachers, one Tyldsley
hung round him, as the spoils and plunder of a popish Idol.”—House of Stanley, p. 85.
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so that we drove them to Loaton common, where they, knowing
our Foote to be far behinde, turned faces about, and began to make
head against us.

‘Whereupon a sharpe although a short Incounter, but when they
perceived our full and settled resolution, they made away as fast as
their Horses could carry them, and we after them, killing, wound-
ing, and taking prisoners about 200 of them, and we lost never a
man; only we had three of our men wounded, but not mortally,
go that I think they will trouble us no more out of that part of the
Countrey, but if they doe, we shall be better provided for them
than before, for we are all upon our Guard, and the Naylers of
Chowbent instead of making Nayles, have busied themselves in
making Bills and Battle Axes.
 And also this Weeke the other part of the Countrey meet, and
intend not only to stand upon their guard, but to disarm all the
Papists and Malignants within their precincts, which we are re-
golved upon in our precincts, and also by God’s assistance to take
the greatest Papists and most dangerous Malignants prisoners, and
to carry them to Manchester to keepe house with Sir Cecill Trafford,
that Arch Papist, who is there a Prisoner. For now the men of
Blackburn, Paduam, Burnely, Clithero, and Colme, with those
sturdy churles in the two forests of Psndle and Rossendale have
raised their spirits, and have resolved to fight it out rather than
their Beefe and fatt Bacon shall be taken from them.

For the last Weeke Sir Gilbert Houghton set his Beacon on fire,
which stood upon the top of Houghton Tower and was the signall
to the Countrey for the Papists and Malignants to arise in the
Fidld,! and in Lealand Hundred; wherupon. great multitudes ac-
cordingly resorted to him to Preston in Andernesse, and ran to
Blackburne, and so through the Countrey, disarming all and pil-
laging some, which Master Shuttleworth, a Parliament man, and
Master Starkie hearing off, presently had gotten together out of
the places formerly mentioned about 8000 men, met with Sir
Gilbert and his Catholique Malignants at Hinfield Moor, put them

! Meaning the district called the Fylde.
K



66 SKIRMISH AT HINFIELD MOOR.

to flight, tooke away many of their armes, and pursued Sir Gilbert
8o hotly, that he quit his Horse, leaped into a field, and by the
comming on of the night escaped through fur bushes and by-wayes
to Preston, and there makes great defence by chaining up the Riddle
Bridge and getting what force he can into the Towne for his secu-
ritie, out of which the Countrie swears they will have him, by
Gods helpe with all his adherents either quicke or dead: so that
by the next post I hope I shall certifie of some good posture that
the Countrey will be in.

O that Parliament had but sent downe their 1000 Dragoniers
into the Countrey—wee would not have left a Masse-monger nor
Malignant of note but we would have provided a lodging for him.

It is reported by some about the Earle of Derbis, that he is very
melancholy and much perplexed about that unadvised course that
he hath run, for the last Thursday at Warrington, at dinner, he said
he was born under an unfortunate planet, and that he thought
some evill Constellation reigned at the time of his birth, with
many such other wordes of passion and discontent, so that we
all think he would purchase his peace with the Parliament at a
very deare rate, for now he is fled from his hold, as yesterday, and
tomorrow goes towards Congerton as is reported.

[The contents of page 7 and 8 relate to affairs in Yorkshire.]
So untill meeting am
Altherton, this 2 Your friend and servant,
of Decemb. 1642, THOMAS JESLAND.

XXIII

Orders concluded by the Lord Strange and his adkerents at Preston
in the County of Lancaster, with some Quamries' concerning the late
differences at Winchester. Printed December 29, 1642.

At a meeting at Preston in Amounderness, in the County of

' The Queries (which do not relate to Lancashire) are omitted. The statements are
merely the Parliamentarian account of the “ Orders,” with party remarks on the officers.
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Lancaster, the tenth day of December 1642, by the Right Honour-
able James Earle of Derby, Lord Generall of the County of Lan-
caster, &c. Sir Jokn Grilington, Knight, High Sheriffe of the
County, Alexander Rigby of Burgh Esquire, Robert Holt Esquire,
Roger Kirby Esquire, and William Farington Esquire, with many
more great Papists, &c.

It is concluded and agreed, that the summe of eight thousand
and seven hundred pounds shall bee rateably assessed upon the
severall Hundreds of this County, according to an Agreement
made at Preston, and according to an assessement for the Subsidie
granted in the seventeenth yeare of His Majesties Raigne that
now is, which said summe is to be imployed for the payment of
2000 foot and 400 horse, and also for the provision of a magazine,
and ammunition for the said County, for the safeguard and secu-
rity thereof, and the same monies forthwith to be raised and col-
lected by such Officers as shall bee appointed for that service, and
paid over to such Treasurer or Treasurers as shall be likewise
named.

And it is likewise agreed that Sir Jokn Grilington, Knight, now
high sheriffe of this County, Adam Morte, Gentleman, Major of
the Towne of Preston, and William Farington, Esquire, shall be
Treasurers of the summe aforesaid. And that they or any two of
them shall have full power to receive and disburse the same monies,
and to give account of the same to the Lord Generall aforesaid, or
to such as his Honour shall appoint.

And it is further agreed that Sir Jokn Grilington and Roger
Kirby shall be Collectors for the Hundred of Lawnsdale; Adam
Morts, Gentleman, Maior of Preston, and Alexander Rigby of
Burgh, Esquire, for the Hundred of Amounderness; William
Farington and John Fleetwood, Esquires, for the Hundred of
Layland ; Henry Ogle, Esquire, Jokn Bretherton, Gentleman,
and Robert Mercer, Gentleman, for the Hundred of West Derdy ;
Robert Holt and Francis Sherington, Esquires, for the Hundred
of Salford; Sir Jokn Talbott, Knight, and Ratcliffe Ashton,
Esquire, for the Hundred of Blackborne.
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And it is also agreed, that Sir Jokn Grilington, Knight, Adam
Morte, Gentleman, Maior of Preston, (au arch Papist accounted)
James Anderton, Esquire, and Roger Kir'r, Esquire, or three of
them, to be constantly resiant in the Towne of Preston, and to be
a certaine Counsell there, to assist the said Generall and to receive
his Lordships orders and commands, and to give his Lordship an
account of their daily proceedings from time to time. And they
are likewise to have power to call to their assistance, Sir Gilbert
Hoghton, Knight and Baronet, (a convicted Papist) T/omas
Clifton, William Farington, and Jokn Fleetwood, Esquires, or any
of them, or any other of His Majesties Commissioners of Array
within the said County, 8o often as they shall see occasion.

And it is likewise agreed that William Smith, Gentleman (a
profest Papist) shall be Commissary for the Hundreds of West
Derby and Layland, and Hugh Anderton, Gentleman (an active
and dangerous Papist) for the Hundreds of Amounderness and Lains-
dale.

And it is likewise agreed that every Captaine of Foote shall
receive for his pay ten shillings by the day, every Lieutenant foure
shillings, every Ancient three shillings, every Serjeant eighteen
pence, every Drummer fifteen pence, every Corporall twelve pence,
and every Common Souldier nine pence. And that every Cap-
taine of Horse sixteen shillings, every Lieutenant eight shillings,
every Cornet six shillings, every Corporall foure shillings, every
Trumpeter five shillings, every Horseman two shillings six pence.
And every Captaine of Dragooneers twelve shillings, every Lieu-
tenant six shillings, every Cornet foure shillings, Serjeant three
ghillings, Corporall two shillings, every Dragoneere eighteen pence,
Kettle Drum two shillings, and to every Commissary five shillings
per diem.

Derby :
Jo. Grilington, Alen. Rigby,
Roger Kirby, Robert Holt,
Will. Farington, Henry Ogle.

vl
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Chapter ¥V

FIRST MOVEMENTS OF MANCHESTER GARRISON—REDUCTION OF PRESTON,
HOGHTON TOWER, AND LANCASTER, WITH THE REPULSE OF LORD
DERBY AT BOLTON—RECOVERY OF PRESTON AND LANCASTER BY LORD
DERBY—SUBSEQUENT SUCCESSES OF THE PARLIAMENT’S FORCES AT
BOLTON, WIGAN, BLACKBURN, WARRINGTON, WHALLEY, PRESTON, LAN-
CASTER, HORNBY, AND THURLAND—RETREAT OF LORD DERBY AND HIS
FORCES TO YORK, LEAVING LATHOM SUMMONED.

JANUARY—JUNE MDCXLIIIL

THE events comprised in the present Chapter relate to the suc-
cessive sieges and conflicts which form the first part of the struggle
between Lord Derby and the Manchester garrison, commencing
with the Parliamentary reduction of Preston and Lord Derby’s
partial success at Lancaster, followed by the recovery of Preston,
and terminating with his flight to the Queen at York, and the
expulsion from Lancashire of most of his forces, leaving Lathom
summoned.

Manchester had now become the head quarters of the Parlia~
mentary force in Lancashire, and Wigan that of the Royalists,—
namely, of the troops which Lord Derby had collected anew, after
delivering up his three regiments, the result of his early musters,
to the King at Shrewsbury.

ExtracTs FROM CONTEMPORARY NEWSPAPERS A8 T0 MINOR EVENTS, FRECEDING
THE PARLIAMENTARY REDUCTION OF PRESTON.

Mercurius Aulicus, p. 4, Jan. 3, 1642-3.
Letters from Col. Hastings report to the House the intercepting by a private
gentleman of fifty cases of pistols intended for Manchester by Sir William Brere-
ton, “the only man excepted in his Majesty’s pardon for the county of Chester.”
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Speciall Passages, No. 22, 3-11 Jan. (p. 179.)

Reported from Manchester that Sir Thomas Fairfax, sent by his father Lord
Fairfax to assist Bradford with his troops of horse, had sent to Manchester from
thence Sir John Goodridge, Sir Thomas Danby, Mr. Hilliard, serjeant-major, and
others of good qualitie prisoners, taken between Bradford and Leeds. See the
account of this fight (Dec. 18) appended to Lister's Autobiography, p. 65, and the
editor’s note at page 14.

Mercurius Aulicus, Jan. 10, p. 16.

That Col. Hastings (see above) had intercepted match, bandeliers, &c. going to
Manchester ; that the Earl of Essex had used the men intended for Manchester to
fill up his regiments; that the town was in want of money, and Parliament had
declined sending down Sir John Seaton, uatil it could be provided.

Perfect Diurnall (Cooke’s representatives) No. 31, Jan. 10.

Mention, in letters from Lancashire, that the Earl of Newcastle had been made
Lord General of Cheshire and Lancashire, in place of the unsuccessful Earl of
Derby, ordered to attend the King at Oxford, who had nevertheless endeavoured
to obtain the signatures of the Lancashire Royalist gentry to a petition in favour
of his remaining.

Continuation of certain Speciall and Remarkable Passages, Jan. 12, 1642-3,
No. 27, p. 4.

It being also informed from Manchester that there was one Sir John Talbot,
a great Papist, but one that hath all this while stood as a neuter betwixt the King
and Parliament, who living within two or three miles of Manchester,’ sent thither
in a very friendly manner, and invited some of the chiefe of them there to come to
his house, promisinge them very kind usage and some further courtesies by way of
complyance with them. But they of Manchester placing little confidence in his
word, sent out a small party of horse to the said Sir John Talbot’s, to discover the
preparations hee had made for theire entertainment, and whether the same was
not a treacherous plot to betray them into his hands, as indeed upon enquiry it
proved to be ; for the said Sir John had secretly provided in his stables above an
hundred horse fitted with all accoutrements, theire riders being neare at hand
upon occasion to set upon the Manchester men.

“ But this being discovered, the Manchester forces being too few to deale with

' Manchester is evidently named here instead of Ribchester, in the neighbourhood of
which Sir John Talbot resided,—namely, at Salebury Park, the Ribble being the river
intended, but “ Manchester” is correctly used elsewhere.
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them, retreated back to the towne,and about three hundred of them went presently
to the said Sir John Talbot's, (who was then with all his horse upon flight) pursued
them and killed divers of them, took about twenty of his horse, drove others into a
river, where the riders were drowned, and their horses taken, and have seized upon
the said Sir John’s house, where they found good pillage.”

XXTIL -

The trus relation of the taking of the Town of Preston by Colonell
Seaton’s forces from Manchester, sent in a letter from a worthy
minister (an eye-witnesse thereof) to an emminent Divine in
London.!

Worthy Sir,

Be pleased to accept this poor rude paper, it is a messenger
sent to tell you good tydings: we have assembled and taken
Preston, a towne very considerable, and which much tends to the
advancement of the publike work in this County, and not so
altogether impertinent to the kingdom. We were about 900 or
1000 Firemen, horse and foot, and about 600 Bill-men, Hal-
berdiers and Club-men; our march in the night was tedious,
especially to many who had marched the night before, and to accom-
modate us in that, God gave us a faire night such as had not beene
of a space before, yea and indeed the day forerunning threatened
us a very foule night; this was of God.

Our men assaulted it a little before sunrising, in an houre’s time
they were masters of it; it was well fortified with Brick Walls
outer and inner; our men (but especially three companies that
came from Manchester) fell on with notable resolution; Captain

! This account (by the vicar of Dean) contains several particulars not contained in
the other contemporary account of the same event which follows it, and is taken from
a broadside in the Collection of Miscellaneous Sheets in the British Museum (King’s
Collection). Both are blended together in the account given in Vicars’s Parliamentary
Chronicle, Part L (God in the Mount) p. 268.
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Jokn Booth scaled their walls, bidding his soldiers either follow him,
or give him up, but they forgetting their owne safety followed him.

The garrison fought it out stoutly: they kept their inner
workes with push of pike, and also the breach they kept with their
swords, which aggravates the matter.

‘We have not lost above three or four men (very strange) falling
upon them in their Workes. Of theirs I saw lying in one street
end at least five or six, besides other parts of the Towne severall,
and many in the Houses, not calling for quarter: And as if men
must have been singled out for slaughter we could scarce have
picked out better, the Major (that was resolute to desperatnesse in
the cause, that had oftentimes been heard sweare ¢ He would fire
the towne ere he gave it up, and beginne with his owne houss”) was
glain, and that very day he had appointed to constrain the well-
affected, or to have seiz'd on their estates, Sir Gilbert Houghton’s
brother, a Captain and a desperate papist, Mr. Westby a Physician
and a desperate papist; a serjeant to the freehold, that lately came
out of Ireland, a most wicked wretch, were of the number of the
slain.

Severall of our men are shot, but none mortally (its notable),
many are shot in two or three or four several places, and neither
to death nor dangerously: we have taken some prisoners of note,
Captain Farrington, Sir Jokn Talbol’s son, one Flestwood, and they
say, Anderton of Clayton, if so, I assure you he is one of the most
considerable men for estate and activity and estate in the County,
and many others with many arms, and a large part of things
justly, and by plunder (alas, that that, it is so much lamented but
most hard to be prevented) seized on: more prisoners of note we
had been possessed of, but that honest flight rescued them. The
fruit of this design is not yet perceived, but will shine forth more
and more, I am confident. It blocks up the way that all the
north-east part of Lancashire, where were the chief Malignants and
the cream of the Earl’s forces; yea and indeed they will come in
(I am persuaded and partly perceive already) and subscribe to the
propositions.
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So soon as matters were settled, we sung praises to God in the
streets (Sir, it was wonderfull to see it), the sun brake forth and
shined brightly and hot, in the time of the exercise, as if it had
been Midsummer.

Truly, Sir, we owe (subordinate to God) a great deal to Sir
John Seaton : things are artificially and methodically done, past
what they were before, he is a man of wonderfull care and un-
wearied industry, onely rather too harsh for our northern knotty
rigged dispositions; had he the meek spirit and smooth tongue of
8. M. S8parrow, he were peerlesse, and without parallel doubtlesse.
Sir, I am in hast just come from Preston, and the post about to
take horse, pardon my rudenesse and brevity; onely I beseech
you assist us in praises, that we may not loose God for want of
praises, and pray for us that plunder cry not. louder for justice,
than prayer for mercy.

Remember my love and eervice to your wife. Farewell is the
wish of

Your humble servant and respective friend,
JonN TmsLEY.

Preston, Feb. 11, 1642.

Postscript.

Anderton of Clayton is out of question taken, Captain Preston
taken also, he with Captain Farrington came this night to Preston.
The Serjeant, mentioned before, was an Irish Rebell, and Flsetwood
before named was he that killed the man in Manchester, at that
time the Earl came thither a little before the late siege.

London, printed by J. R. for Luke Fawn, Feb. 14, 1642.

XXIV.

A perfect Relation of the Taking of the Towns of Preston in Lanca-
shire by the Parliaments Forces undor the command of Colonell Sir
Jokn Ssaton, on Thursday, the ninth day of February 1642. Asit

L
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was certifisd by somes Gentlemen of repute in the same Counly, to
member of the House of Commons, with the names of thoss that wers
slain.

Together with very good news from Cheshire.

Ordered by the Commons in Parliament that this Letter be forthwith
printed and published. H. Ersyngg, Cler. Parl. D. Com.

London, Printed for Edward Husbands, and are to be sold at his
Shop in the Middle Temple. Febr. 16, 1642.

A Perfect Relation of the taking of the Town of Preston
in Lancashire, &ec.
Good Sir,

Our due respects premised, I have often mentioned a designe,
but now, praised be God, there is one acted, the happy successe
and victory the Lord of Hosts hath given our Lancashirs Forces.
Upon Munday last Sir Jokn Seaton (the Major Generall) marched
from this Town, attended with Serjeant Major Sparrow, Colonell
Holland, Capt. Booth, Serjeant Major Birch, with them three foot
companies, and as many from Boulton; all these came to Blackburn
upon Tuesday night; thence marched along with them four or
five foot companies of Blackburn Hundred, under the command of
Captain Nowell of Mearly, and other Captains, towards Preston,
together with two thousand club men upon Wednesday night, and
betimes the next morning. They fell upon the Towne couragi-
ously, and after about two hours fight they entered it, Capt. Jokn
Booth first entered, behaving himselfe most bravely; there was a
great strife between Collonell Hollands company and Capt. Jokn
Booths which should first have entrance. The Major Generall
behaved himself gallantly at the end of the Church-street, where
the entry was made; our musquiets beat them from their centeryes
and from the steeple. There dyed of the Popish party, the Major.
of the Town (Master Adam Morte) who killed one of the
Collonells men with push of his pike, but afterwards lost his own
life for it, together with his son, and also M. Radcliff Hoghton,
captain of the horse, (and brother to Sir Guilbert Hoghton) Ser-
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jeant Major Purvey, (lately come out of Ireland) and the Popish
Doctor, Dr. Westby, with two or three Lievtenants and others more
of quality, are likewise slain, and divers others which I saw were
mortally wounded, and to some procured Surgeons. Sir Guilbert
Hoghton escaped by flight to Wigom, and what more I cannot tell.
Captain Farrington and Captain Preston are brought prisoners
yesternight. Old Master Anderton of Clayton (their great Popish
commander) is taken. Master George Talbot (Sir Jokn Talbots
son) Master Richard Flsctwood, Master Blundells, Mr. Abbott, Mr.
Maudisly, two Thomas Hoghtons, Captain Hoghton, (Sir Guilberts
nephew) Ralph Shorrock, Jokn Hylton, and divers others of meaner
qualitie, above two hundred, and your cousin, Master Townly of
Townly, escaped narrowly.

My Lady Hoghton, my Lady Girlington, and Mrs. Townly, were
also taken as prize. We tooke three pieces of ordnance, a mur-
dering piece, a great number of musquiets, and many horses, with
two or three colours, and divers were pillaged to a purpose. Few
friends have suffered to any value; there were but two barrells of
powder found in the town. We had only three or four common
souldiers, not an officer slain on our side; we gave the enemy no
leisure to annoy us with their guns, our entry was so quick, and
the execution done was most with the sword. All the companies
except Captain Nowells stayes there, and I thinke does intend to
garrison that Town. The fruits of this successe are a large con-
tribution out of the adjacent parts for maintenance of our forces,
and an interruption of the passage from Newcastle to Chester and
Shrewsbury. Of what further concernment it is to our Country I
need not relate to you, and in what sort it will be good for the
Kingdom you are able to conceive. Upon our fasting and praying
on Wednesday last, God has given us this victory. Deo detur
gloria.

From Chester very good news. Master Les of Adlington hath
left his home ; his Tennants, Friends, and arms, are now for the
Militia. They beat our new Earl and all those Popish ones every
day in some place, driving them from hold to hold, and killing with
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good sucocesse. I pray you thank God for us, and pray we may
proceed with successe, and that we may heare good news from
your parta shall be the daily task of

Your loving friends to serve you.

Manchester, this 10 of Feb. 1642,

You are desired to hasten the money, and what other supplies
you can.

Major Sparrow denyes all hath been spoken in his commendation,
He hath wholly surprized and taken the good affections of all our
Country Gentlemen who are Captains, whereof I am right glad he
acted his part in this and the contriving thereof very well, nor do
I know that any man was defective in his duty, but all very cou-
ragious.

The Ladyes and Gentlewomen of note found here are guarded.

14 Febr. 1642.
It is ordered by the Commons in Parliament, that this Letter
boe forthwith printed and published.
H. ErsynaE, Cler. Parl. D. Com.

XXV.

First Assault-on-Bolton le Moors by Lord Derby's Wigan Forces,
Feb. 16, 1642-3, from “Speciall Passages and Certain Informations
Jrom severall Places, collected for the use of all that dasire to be
truely informed. From Tuesday the 14 of February to Tuesday
the 20 of February, 1643.”

Manchester, ye 18 (Saturday) of February.

We have been wonderfully delivered this weeke out of our
cnemies hands, for on Thursday last at Bolton the enemy came
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upon our men in such an unexpected, suddaine, and violent manner,
that they quickly seized upon our outworkes; but they were againe
beaten off with such undaunted courage of our souldiers, that they
were glad to flie in a confused manner. On our side was slaine
five common souldiers, but how many of theirs cannot be easily
guessed, by reason of their usuall sleights of conveyance, for in
many places were found some quantity of them dead; in ome
house no lesse than ten, besides not a few that were dangerously
wounded.

Newes came hither last night that our partie sent hence had
taken Lancaster, and that Captain Birch is left there governor for
us: but of the truth of this letter you shall hear by the next post.

A more particular letter from Manchester, 18 Feb.

On Thureday morning last the enemie approached the Towne
of Bolton, with the forces from Wigon at the top of the Picks
(which is within a mile of the Towne) before that there was any
certaine intelligence brought unto them within, so that the enimie
was in view before they were aware; and marching furiously on,
their horses presently surrounded the towne, and by the guidance
of some of our neighbours that were amongst them, and of the
company, 80 observed the ways and bridges, that if they saw any
come into the aid of the towne, they presently road at them, and
took their arms from them, such as they had, pitchforks and the
like; but not many were thus met with, for upon the sight of the
horse the unarmed men rather drew backe, for the present being
no considerable number, and the foote came marching downe
towards Bradskaw Gate end, where there was a great worke, and
some company of musketeers placed therein, but the enemie so
furiously set upon them at that place both with muskets and great
cannon, that they forced them out of that worke (but there was
another worke at Hardmans, of the Crosses) and presently they
having wheeled about get betwixt us and the towne, and forced:
Captain Ashurst (who kept that end of the towne) to retreat
towards the towne; and the truth is, he had stayed so long in the
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worke, that the enemie began to breake in upon them, so much
that they came to hand blows, whereby the Captaine slew one man
with his skeane, and one of his souldiers thrust another through
with his pike. The enemie having taken the foresaid workes,
came to the houses that lay without the chaine, and fired one of
them, got into some others, and shot out of them, and then fired
another lone house on the backside, and then fired a third house or
barne with hay in it, and at last beat our men from the house side
at the mud wall end, so that they were forced to fall backward and
loose ground; but as it pleased God, the Capt. Lieutenant, and
Soldiers, so well expressed their undaunted courage, that they sent
them such stormes of bullets into the houses as powdered them to
purpose. Then Captain Ashurst with some sixteen musketeers
breake through a house, and shot awhile with good successe, and
afterwards seeing them march up madly, commanded them all to
shoote at once, and to flore the enemie, if possible they could,
which through Gods providence they did, and so beate them off
that they durst not come up any more, but drew away their dead
and bleeding souldiers, retyred further of, and perceiving the
shouts of the country people, that came in in great numbers, tooke
what they could suddenly, and glad they could get away.

The Lord hath given us respite for a little time, that we may
prepare for another bout. It may be they will not let the matter
rest thus. Our word was,  God 8 my helps,” and he was so indeed,
for he helped us against them that els would have devoured us. It
is credibly reported that as the enemies got into the houses, they
were (heard) commanded to fire the houses as they went, and that
if any called for quarter they should not heed them, but slay and
kill all, man, woman, and children. Oh the horrid cruelty that
these men have attained to; nothing now but fire and sword, kill
and slay. But I trust the God that hath delivered and doth
deliver, will still yet deliver, though not for our merit yet for his
mercies sake, to whom be praise and glory for ever and ever.
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XXVI.

4 punctuall relation of the passages in Lancashire this weeke,

L. Containiug the taking of Houghton Tower by the Parliament's
Forces, and the perfidious treachery of the Papists, who after they
kad upon quarter yislded up the Tower, treacherously set fire to a
traine of powder and blew up Captaine Starkey with above a
hundred men.

II. How the Earle of Derbie’s Forces mads an onset on the Towne of
Boulton, and was drivin off with the losse of an hundred men, and
but eight on the Town side.

IIL. The taking of the Towne and Castle of Lancaster, by Sergent-
Major Birch.

Printed in the Year 1643,

A punctuall Relation of Passages in Lancaskire, this weeke.
February 14, 1642.

I shall not now be troublesome to make a second Relation of
what was done the last weeke in our parts, as how it pleased God
to deliver Preston unto our hands, after a sharpe assault upon it
and two houres fight by our forces in the Towne, there being
divers of quality slaine on the Towne’s side, and but three common
souldiers on our part, nor how it hath pleased the Almighty to
blesse our proceedings there since the taking of that Towne by
bringing in multitudes of the country thereabouts, to joyne with
our side, and how our men have taken divers Papists and Malig-
nants of greatest eminency thereabouts, and have caused many
others to comply with them and to pay great Fines for their
present peace. Nor how Sir Jokn Seton and Colonell Holland have
all things after their owne mindes in these parts. But my intent
is to proceed to relate of what hath happened since in our parts,
viz. That upon Tuesday, being the 14th of this instant, there was
sent from Preston three Captaines and their Companies, to the
number of about three hundred, the most of Blackeborne men to
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take a castle called Haughton Tower' (belonging to Sir Gilbert
Haughton) which lies between Preston and Blackeborne, and was
fortified with three great pieces of ordnance, and some say with
betwixt thirty and forty musqueteers, and some say more. Our
men approaching near the said Tower first shot against it to
summon it, whereupon they in the Tower desired half an houres
time to consider what they should doe, which was granted unto
them accordingly, after which the result of the parley was that
they would deliver up the Tower to our men upon quarter, which
was by our men granted unto them as they desired. 'Whereupon
our men (thinking all had beene as was pretended by them) entered
the Tower; and Captain Starkey of Blackeborne, a worthy gen-
tlemen, and his Company, were the first that entred into the said
Tower, and in the same found good store of armes and powder
strewed upon the stairs; wherefore he with his company going
into the upper rooms of the said Tower to search for more, were
most treacherously and perfidiously blown up by two of them to
whom they had before given quarter, who had a traine of powder

! Hoghton Tower, which has been already mentioned as the place where its gallant
owner Sir Gilbert fired his beacon as a signal for the Royulists to muster, is described
by Dr. Whitaker, in his Whalley, as the only specimen in his neighbourhood of a true
baronial residence, with two courts, crowning the summit of an elevated ridge, and
appearing at a distance like a fortified town.

The accidental explosion here mentioned is further noticed in the Valley of Achor;
and in Nichols’ King James's Progresses (iii. 398) will be found an ample account of the
place, with remarks on the celebrated injunction as to Sunday sports said to have been
promulgated here by that monarch in 1617, after a speech on the subject at Mirescough
on the day preceding.

For remarks and authorities on this subject, interesting to every one who would
investigate Lancashire history, or appreciate the character of its peasantry, the reader
is referred to Hallam's Constitutional History, and Cardwell's Documentary Anxals. The
injunction (after being somewhat modified by 1 Car. L cap. 1) was republished by
Charles in 1633, and in 1643 ordered by the Parliament to be burnt by the common
hangman. Among the instances of bold and steady resistance to this Injunction,
may be mentioned that of Mr. Ashurst of Ashurst (whose son afterwards appears in
these pages as a collector of subscriptions for distresses in Lancashire), which is stated
by Baxter, in the funeral sermon of the latter in 1681, to have been sanctioned by the
approval of the judges, in proceedings instituted against the magistrate at the instance
of the King and Council. :
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laid, and when Captain Starkey and his men, to the number of
above one hundred, were above in the House, gave fire to the said
traine, and blew both him and all his men, with the top of the
House up, threescore whereof were afterwards found, some without
armes and some without legges, and others fearefull spectacles to
looke upon. Six of them whom, they had given quarter unto, they
had in hold, the rest got away before, but our men have the Tower
and three pieces of great Ordnance that were cast besides divers
Armes. And thus ended this lamentable Tragedy of these per-
fidious creatures whose religion will allow them to make no con-
science of dealing treacherously with Protestants, as also to blow
up whole states and kingdoms at one blast; and as for my part, I
shall no more believe the treaties nor cessations that they shall
agree to, then I will believe that the Pope and Devill can pardon
them, when they have broken them. ‘

There was left to keep Boulton, which lies betwixt Manchester
and Wigan, Colonell 4skton, Captaine Bulkley of Ouldham, Captaine
Scoffield of Rochdale, Captaine Hoult of Bury, and Captaine
Ashurst of Radcliffe-Bridge, and all their companies to the number
of 500. Upon Thursday morning last there came against this
Towne, within a mile of it (before they had any certaine intel-
ligence) from Wiggan, of my Lord Darbis’s Forces, eleven Colours,
two Companies of Dragooners, and some Troopes of Horse with
their Cannons, who marchéd on so furiously, that by the guidance
of some Malignant neighbours, had surrounded the Town before it
was well aware, and had so stopt the passages that scarse any helpe
could come from the country to relieve the Towne. The enemy
gave the first assault at Bradshaw gate end of the Towne, where
the Towne had three sconces, but the enemy set upon our men
that were in them so resolutely, that they beate them from their
workes, and forced them to retreate and leave them, and to runne
with much difficultie and hazard towards a mudde wall and chaine
which they had a little nearer the towne to save themselves; but
amongst the rest Captaine Jokn Ashurs! was sore put to it, for as
hee retreated towards the Towne with twenty-four men, there was

M
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sixty enemies got between him and home; and yet after sharpe
bickering and the losse of a man or two, hee got safe to the chaine,
having slaine one man with his owne hands, and his souldiers two
or three more with their but ends of their muskets. When the
enemy had gained these out-workes, they came furiously upon the
mudde wall and chaine, and had thought to have broke through
all, but there was such sharp service for a great while together as
I think hath seldome beene heard of. They played sore upon our
Workes with their ordnance, and shot quite through our mudde
walls, which were two yards thicke, and one of their bullets, after
it had runne through, hit a man on the leg and broke it. They
shot iron bullets of five or six pound weight ; they also came up to
the breast of our workes, even upon the mouthes of our muskets,
but wee received them so valiantly, and played on them so fast,
that they could not enter there. Whereupon part of them fell off
to the left, and entred five houses at the end of the Towne, the
first being a Malignants, into which they were freely suffered to
come into, and so out of those houses they played on the reere of
our men that kept the Fort, and the rest played as fast on the
front of them, insomuch that our men were forced for a while to
give ground from their works. Whilst they thus shot out of the
houses, they slew two of Captaine Bucklies men, and killed Ser-
geant Major Leighs horse under him; and as he was getting on the
backe of another, he was shot through the arme, yet hee and his
men stood to it very courageously, and hee called forth a squadron
to goe against the houses which the enemy had taken. And one
Scoles, his man, the first shot he made kild two of the men that
had shot Serjeant Major Leigh in the arme, then two of our men
entred one of the houses with the great ends of their muskets, and
cleared that house, and entred upon the next, where there was
such a threshing as never was heard of before, for besides the hand
blowes that past, the enemy was 8o desperate that three times they
came to the ends of their muskets, and catcht hold of them as they
went off. Then Captaine Jokn Ashurst broke through a house on
the backe of them with sixteen musquettiers; and the enemy
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coming upon him very furiously, commanded them all to discharge
at once, and to cleare the enemy if they could, which was per-
formed so well that through God’s providence, that they beate
them away, and they never came up againe ; but before they went
away they fired three of the houses, but our men pulled down a
house before them, that it did no further hurt. They also killed a
woman and a childe, whilest they were in the houses, and swore
they would leave neither man nor woman in the Towne. But
praised be the Almighty, they could not attaine their bloody de-
signes, for in conclusion they were beaten both out of the workes
and houses they had taken; and when they heard the country
began to come showting into our assistance, with a great deal of
losse but more shame, they were glad to retire to their hold of
Wiggan again, taking along with them two or three cart loads of
dead bodies, and left behind them in their workes that they durst
not take with them, twelve dead, and divers others mortally
wounded, insomuch that it is thought there was slaine and wounded
on their side nere upon a hundred men, whereof one was a Cap-
taine named Askéon of Penket, and of our side we lost but eight or
ten at the most, but never a commander. The chicfe mannagers
of this exploit of theirs was Anderton of Lostock, Anderton of
Burchly, and Sir Gilbard Garrard, with some others of note, being
all recusants. Whilest they were thus busie fighting at Boulton,
some foure troopes of horse, and seaven colours of foote, went a
plundering about little Lever, but durst not stay to doe any great
harme. Our men fought like lyons, and amongst the rest Colonell
Ashton himselfe behaved himselfe very valarously, and shot with
his owne hands as fast as he was able. And I verily beleeve a
sharper bout hath never beene in our country fought. And indeed
God did both exceedingly put courage into our men, and also fight
for them, otherwise in all likelyhood wee had both lost the day,
the Towne, our lives and all. There came to have aided us all the
Club men in Middleton, Ouldham, and Rackdals, and old Captaine
Radcliffe with two hundred fresh souldiers from Manchester, besides
the country thereabouts to the number of one thousand five hun-
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dred men, but it was too late, they were gone away to Wiggan
before these came.

From Preston there was sent Sergeant Major Birck to Lancaster,
to view whether the Townes were fortified strongly against him or
no, who finding no great opposition, with his owne company entred
the Towne, and after the Towne joined with him, and they went
against the Castle, wherein was Master Kirby, one of the Knights
of the Shire, and Sir Jo. Girlington, with some other forces, who
perceiving they were not able to resist, stole away out of the
Castle, and so Captaine Birch took possession of it.

XXVIIL

An Account of the Burning of Lancaster, Storming of Preston by
Lord Derby, and Major Brewyers Defeat of the Parliamentarians
( Royalist's Account) from Mercurius Aulicus, March 26—
April 2, 1642-3, p. 159.

“But to give satisfaction for this ill newes, for ill newes it was,
though not so bad as some have made it,' there came newes as
good, which was a punctual and exact relation of the good successe
befallen the Earle of Darby in Lancashire, of whom it is affirmed
by an ezpresse from thence, that upon Monday, March 13, he
marched out of Wigan, with 600 foot and 400 horse, and quartered
on Tuesday night at Kirkkam, where the countrie people, to the
number of 3000, being wearied with the insolence and tyrannie of
the Rebels, came with great cheerfulnesse unto him: that upon that
day he came within four miles of Lancaster, intending to take from
the rebels those pieces of ordinance which they before had seized
on from a Spanish ship,? and the next day was met by Sir Jokn

! Alluding to the defeat of Lord Herbert, st Newnham, in Gloucestershire, by
‘Waller.

* See more on this subject in God’s lift-up hand for Lancashire, and the Valley of
Achor, following.




THE BURNING OF LANCASTER. 85

Girlington and Colonell T'ildeslsy with 600 men, whereof 300 were
musketeers, and so went to Lancaster.

“ That upon Saturday, March 18, they summoned the Towne,
being well fortified, and manned with 600 musketeirs under the
command of Lieutenant Colonell Holeroft, Serjeant Major Sparrow,
and Serjeant Major Heywood; which being refused after two
houres hot service, they forced the mote, and drave the Rebels into
the Castle. That Captaine Shuttleworth (a member of the House
of Commons) and many of his Townsmen, were killed at the Castle
gate, the Maior and diverse of the Townsmen, such as were most
seditions, being taken prisoners. That laying siege to the Castle,
the Earle of Darby was advertized by his espials, Munday, March
19, that Sir John Seton, with 1500 musketeers and some troopes of
horse, were come from Preston, having drawne together, to make
up that body, the most part of the forces which they had in all the
towns and places of importance in the whole county. That the
Earle taking notice of this opportunity, drawing his army into
battalia, forced the enemy, and in the meane time, whilest they
expected to be charged, sent a considerable party towards Preston,
being thus left destitute, and set fire on Lancaster, that it might be
no receptacle to the beaten Rebells. That in the taking of Preston
(the news of which you had in the former week)! there was killed
in the place 80 of the rebels, whereof Captain Ashworth and
Captain Will. Shuttleworth were the chief, and about 3 or 400
prisoners taken, of which Captain Standish was one, together

! The particulars respecting Preston in the preceding number of Mercurius Aulicus,
here alluded to, are (as given from letters dated March 21) :—

That the Earl attacked it about ten o’clock, on the night of Monday, March 22d,
and became master of it after two hours hot fight, with the loss of ten or twelve men
only. That the rebels’ magazine was there, and that Roseworm, Shuttleworth, Holland,
and Ashton, were in the town not long before the assault. That the younger Shutile-
worth was slain, and his whole troop defeated, two days before, by Lord Molineux.
And that when Lord Derby came away from Lancaster, he brought the mayor and
many others, prisoners, with him.

See the preceding Tract, respecting Captain William Shuttleworth’s death at Lancas-
ter (and not at Preston), which first statement agrees with the pedigree of the family,
in Whitaker's Whalley, 3rd edit. p. 339.
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with one brass piece of ordnance. That after the said Towne
was taken, his Lordship had especial care to preserve the place, and
only gave command that the houses of those who had betrayed the
Towne before should be responsall to his Majestie for theire
Masters treason, whose goods his Lordship ordered to be seized
and equally divided among the soldiers. That the next morning,
being March 22, the whole Country came in with apparent joy,
and many signal affections of their good affections to his Majestie,
flinging up their hats, and shouting out, God blesss the King, and
the Earle of Darby. And finally, to make up the summe, it was
advertized also in the same Ezpresss, that the same day Serjeant
Major Brewyer, who commanded his Lordships regiment of horse,
did with a troope of his defeat two troopes of dragooners, being
140 in the totall, under the command of Captaine Norris, taking
the Captaine himself prisoner, together with 40 of his souldiers,
and having killed no lesse than 50 in the very place. So as now
the Earle hath abundance of ammunition, the want whereof did
hinder his Lordships good proceedings against the Rebells.”

XXIX.

Lancaster's Massacre, or the new way of advancing the Protestant
Religion, and expressing loyaltis to the King and Queone, namely,
to cut the throats of Protestant men, women, and children, as lately
the Papists and Malignants did at Lancaster. Related in a letter
Jfrom a Gentleman of great note in Lancashire to a friend in
London, who the Bookssller can name, which Letter is here printed
verbatim.

London, Printed for Tho.Underhill, at the Bible in Wood Street,
April 1, 1643,

A Copie of a Letter from a Gentleman of great worth in Lan-
cashire, to his friend in London, who the stationer can name.

I have not time to write any large discourse, the news is not so
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good, but you may heare enough of it; yet rather than let you be
abused with falacies, I will give you the summe of all briefly.
After the taking the ordnance from the Spanish ship, we carried
them all safe to the castle of Lancaster ; within few dayes after the
Earle of Darbis advanced towards us, all the Papists rising wholly
with him. Our Major having notice of it, sent to Boulton and
Manchester for relief for us. Mr. Ashton undertook the charge,
and advanced as far as Garston, and hearing that the ennemie fled
upon his coming, he returned to Preston. Whereupon the Earl
readvanced towards us, and after some two hours hard fight, with
the great slaughter of our enemie (for we could at several times
see two or three of their colours fall at once, and bodyes lye on
heaps) they dispersed themselves among the hedges, and at the
back of the houses, and set the town on fire. This inforced our
men to retire to the Castle; whereupon the enemie entered the
town, and killed man, woman, and children, with all barbarous
crueltie, dragging poore people from their houses, and cutting their
throats with butchers knives: they set fire round the town and
departed. We had no victuals in the Castle; the well there was
presently drunk drie; but we issued out again into the burned
town, tooke divers of the enemies there remaining prisoners, and
out of the store yet unburned we victualled ourselves for a good
time. Thus we lay two or three hours, the enemie encompassing
us on all sides, but (we were without any feare of danger) at last
the Major Generall and Master Ashton came to relieve us: they
drew all the strength of Preston and adjacent parts with theém.
The Earl lying at Ellwell, they drew to Cokeram, and passed by
him to us. The Earle, who was no way able to have fought with
them, took this opportunitie of the town of Prestons weaknesse,
and fell back upon it, and took it that night. Master Hopwood
and Peter Shaw were there taken, and yet escaped again. I know
not the losse that there received ; I am sure it was overmuch. At
my going past I left my armour, clothes, and a hundred muskets
there; these are lost, I having nothing left. Upon notice, the
Earl was marched towards Preston ; Sarjeant Major Sparrow and
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Master Ashton followed him; he had the towne before we came,
and as we are certainlie informed, all this crueltie arises from the
Earl of Darbie, who hath taken all the great Papistes into his
counsell, who before were not admitted, who have put him upon
this cruell massacre, and all rise with him as one man ; and if it be
in their power, will not leave a true Protestant in these parts. If
God and good people do not look upon us, which God grant they
may, this countrie will be open for the Queene to passe with her
forces, who hath alreadie sent 1100 to Skipton, toward Blagborne.
Being in haste I cannot inlarge, but rest
Your faithfull
Lancaster, the 25 friend,
March, 1643. J.H.!

XXX.

Gods Lift up Hand for Lancashire, presented in a Sermon, Preached
before the Honorable Committee of the County at Lancaster. Upon
the 18th of December 1645. Being a Solemne day of Thankesgiving
to God for clearing of the County, in subduing the enemies thereof.
By Nehemiah Barnet, Minister at Lancaster.

London. Printed by W. Wilson for Jokn Williams and are to be
sold at the Crown in Pauls Churchyard. 1646. 12mo. pp. 47.}

¢ Isaiah xxvi. 11. Lord when thy hand......... shall devoure them.
vosoncesones “1 shall not now lead you abroad to behold a sight

' On the last page of this tract is a woodcut, exhibiting the Lady of Babylon riding
on & seven-headed monster, with toads proceeding from her mouth towards three
figures, representing & monk, a bishop, and a noble, or gentleman, who are inhaling
the same, and whom the female figure (which is attired as pope) addresses with the
words, “ Estote proditores, betray yourselves |” In the title page there is also a shield,
charged with a cross, inverted.

* This extract is inserted out of the order as to date, from the illustration which it
gives of a preceding Tract (p. 84), as to the cannon taken to Lancaster, mentioned also




THANKSGIVING SERMON. 89

of the lift up hand of God, protecting and prospering our Armies
by Sea and Land; but I shall keep me within the confines of this
County—

1. Looke back unto the Infancy of these bloudy times by our
" unnaturall wars and consider the unskilfulnesse of our Com-
manders and soldiers...... ; but Gods lift up hand .....which put
the worke into their hands...... at the very first assault of
Manchester.

“ 2. Look upon the number of our soldiers at that time, not
above five hundred firemen,' against thousands that came against
that then naked and unfortified towne of Manchester, yet prevailed
not, but were driven backe with losse and shame and would not
see Grod’s lift up hand against them, though he caused the heavens
at that time to weep for them, who could not weep for themselves.

“ Liook upon the little Elbow roome, we then had in the County,
for when Gods lift up Hand had appeared gloriously in Saltford
Hundred, Blackbourne Hundred was the onely other Hundred in
the Countie that was most forward and next appeared in the same
cause, then our Enemies commanded all the Castles in the County,
had foure Garrisons for one, four parts of the County to command
two parts and could command as many adjacent Counties for their
assistance.

3. Look upon the many meanes and advantages ; they had many
roaring, thundering, terrifying Cannons, we but one small peece:
one (Mr. Angeer) said well of them, theirs did but play, but did no
worke ; whilst the lift up hand of the God of the Seas was working
with the windes to bring a Dunkirke Ship, a man of War, that
came from Spaine, furnished with one and twenty Peeces of Brasse

in the Palley of Achor ; and of the temporary abandonment of Lancaster Castle, by
Birch, which is, however, stated (in the Valley of Achor) to have been shortly re-
possessed by the parliament. Several passages of this discourse are borrowed verbatim
from that Tract, as noticed in the introduction to it.

The Committee before whom this discourse was preached, was the “ Committee of the
County of Lancaster,” constituted under an ordinance of August 29, 1645, hereafter
mentioned.

! Musqueteers, called, indifferently, firelocks, and firemen.
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and Iron Ordnance fit to supply our present wants and to carry
them so neare our strongest Castle, which had no Cannon at all....

 And shall wee not remember the hand of God, in preserving
the Castle of Lancaster, after the Cannons were hastily conveyed
thither ; the envy of our Enemies was presently encreased and
therefore with much fury and with all their forces came against
the Towne and Castle and were so hot that they quickly fired the
Towne and thought thereby to have fired or frighted us out of the
Castle and so have gained that which Gods hand had lately given
unto us. Yet unwilling to fight with our Forces that came to
relieve us, fearing thereby they should lose their Plunder, where-
with they were loaden, retreated and took the opportunity to pre-
vaile against Preston which successes surprised the Spirits and
discouraged the hearts of the chief Commander in the Castle that
they thought the safest way for themselves was to march towards
Manchester and quit the Castle.”

MEexusERs oF THE LaNcasBIRRE COMMITTEES OF SEQUESTRATION, &c.

I. 1643, April 1. An Ordinance of the Lords and Commons assembled in
Parliament, for “ sequestering notorious Delinquents’ Estates.”— Husbands, p. 13.

Committee of Sequestrators for Lancashire (p. 19):
Sir Ralph Ashton, Bt. Richard Holland. *John Starkey.
Sir Thomas Stanley, Bt. Edward Butterworth. *Thomas Birch.

*Ralph Ashtonof Downham. John Bradshaw. Thomas Fell.—Esquires
RalphAshtonof Middleton. *William Ashurst. *Robert Cunliffe.
Richard Shuttleworth. Peter Egerton. *Robert Curwen.
Alexander Rigby. George Dodding. *John Nowell. —Gents
John Moore. Nicholas Cunliff.

II. On May 7 (following) another Ordinance was passed, “for levying of
money through England and Wales, for the relief of the Commonwealth, by taxing
such as have not at all contributed or lent, ornot according to their estates and abi-
lities ;” and the Commissioners are the same as those of the preceding list of
April 1, omitting the names with a * prefixed.—Ibid. 171.




COMMITTEES OF SEQUESTRATION, ETC. 91

III. A list of the same names as of those appointed on April 1, with the addi-
tion of Thomas Chittatun (Chetham) of Nuthurst, also occurs at p. 572 ibidem, as
the “ Lancashire Committee under the Ordinance of Oct. 18, 1644, for an assess-
ment of England and Wales, for the present relief of the British Army in Ireland.”

IV. The same names are also inserted as those of the proposed Lancashire
Commissioners in the Bill presented to the King at Oxford * for the punishment
of scandalous clergymen and others,” by the Committees from both Houses (Ibid.
p. 131), with the exception of the names of Stanley, Egerton, and Birch, and with
the names (in addition) of Henry Ashurst, William Ambrose, Henry Doughty,
Robert Hyde of Denton, Jobn Bradell, Richard Ashton, Jos. Radecliffe, Esquires ;
Nicholas Rigby, Thomas Hammond, and John Hayworth, Gents. In this list
also Alexander Rigby de Burgh, who was a Royalist, seems to be inserted by mis-
take instead of Alexander Rigby, afterwards Colonel.

The reader who wishes to identify the LeapERs among those who were the lay
supporters of the Parliamentary interest in Lancashire, will learn this precisely by
comparing these four lists with the names of the deputy lieutenants in page 2, pre-
ceding ; the newly appointed magistrates, in p.60; and the Committee of Lanca-
shire (hereafter noticed), as appointed in 1645, and given by Husbands, p. 718.

A Committee for directing sequestrations of ecclesiastical property in Lancashire
was also appointed in 1649 ; but the members of it belonged, (in part,) to a lower
class of society. A list of them is given in Dr. Hibbert's Hist. of the Coll. Church,
i. p. 203.

XXXI.

Manchestsrs Joy for Derbies Overthrow, or an exact relation of a
Jamous Victory obtained by the Manchester Forces against the Lord
Strange, Earle of Derby, at Warrington in Lancashire, where the
said Earle was beaten into a Stesple with the losse of many of his
men with a true declaration of what ensued thereupon. Published
to prevent misinformation.

Printed for Bernard Hayward. 1643.

Manchester’s Joy for Derbies Overthrow being an exact Relation
of a great Victory obtained by the Manchesterians against the
Earle of Derby &c.

Tis not unknown to all the Kingdom, that the Manchester Men
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since the beginning of these distractions have behaved themselves
like men, and to their lasting fame, have expressed themselves
worthy champions for the Gospell of light, loyall subjects to his
Majesty in maintaining the lawes of this Kingdome, faithfull
servants to the parliament in defending their privileges, and worthy
heires of freedom in seeking to preserve the liberty of the subjects
of this land.

To give you a touch of some worthy exployts performed by
them.

First, call to mind how long they were besiedged by the Lord
STRANGE, and how by their own vallour (encouraged and inabled
by God) and perswaded by the Justice of their cause, they removed
the siedge, and forced the said Earl to fly and leave his Trenches
with the losse of many of his men.

Nor were they satisfied with their own inlargement, but con-
sidering that God bad not lent them power and ability to free and
enlarge themselves, but that there was some other end in it, which
consideration produced a publike consultation, that consultation
converted to resolution, resolution prompted them to action, and
such actions as were full of honour, religion and love they made
their freedome the instrument to preserve those that were in
danger of surprizall, and to redeeme those that already were sur-
prized, and all their actions as farre as in them lay, tended to the
security of the peace of that County of which they were the least
considerable part.

First they endeavoured to disarm all papists and evill affected
persons, to the end that they might be disabled to disturbe the
peace of the said County, by rising themselves in Rebellion against
the King, and Parliament, or by assisting the said Earl and his
confederates, who were actual disturbers of the peace of that
County.

Second they endeavoured to their utmost endeavours to expulse
the eaid Earl and his forces out of the said County, and to take
from him all such townes or places of any strength, which he had
taken and to preserve all other places, as at the present he had not
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taken, to the end that they might be secured for the service of the
King, and Parliament.

In this service they underwent many hot ekirmishes in which
(if fame speake truth) the said Earle had no greate cause to boast
of his greate victories, for had he not prevailed by his treacherous
designs more then by his martiall attempts, I believe he had been
a strange Lord in those parts before this time.

Yet notwithstanding he hath so long escaped that deserved
judgement, which dogs him at the heels yet let him and his con-
federates know, that every minute the score is inlarged, and the
longer the time, the larger the reckoning; they that clime the
mountain of Iniquity must come into the Vale of Repentance—
blood must have blood—the persecuters on earth shall be perse-
cuted elsewhere. Victory is not chained to his sword, nor successe
to 80 bloody an abbettor of so base a cause (as the advancement
of g&¥") that this is apparent see the information which that county
affords.

It is informed that after the Manchester Men had routed the
town of Wiggen in the County of Lancaster, where was quartered
about fourteen hundred of the Earle of Derbies forces, that towne
being the only place of receipt for papists goods and treasure of
papists, where they slew many, and tooke about 800 prisoners, and
500 more quite routed, and above one thousand Arms besides
Ordnance taken and treasure, and goods of papists to the vallue of
twenty thousand pounds.

This Victory beeing obtained without any considerable prejudice
to the Manchesterians, in respect of the great Victory obtained,
they were 8o fleshed with this, that having rallied their disordered
troops who were scattered about the town to refresh themselves,
being somewhat weary after so hot a skirmish, they marched to-
wards Warrington, a town of great strength where some write the
Lord Strange was quartered, where being arrived they gave a
suddaine a valiant onset against the town, which put the said Earl
and his forces to such a non-plus, that maugre their resistance
they were forced into the Church, to secure themselves, where
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without all question the said Earl is surprized or slain, for there is
in humane reason no possibility for him to escape, but either he
must yield upon quarter, or fight it out against such odds, as
death inevitable must follow, from either of which proceeds the
suddaine peace of that County and happily of the whole Kingdome,
he being one of the greatest incendiaries, and disturbers of the
peace thereof. -

A similar account of the reduction of Wigan and Warrington will be found in
Vicars' Parliamentary Chronicle, part i. 207, stating (among many superfluous
flourishes) that Lord Derby’s forces, to the amount of 1400, had been beaten by
Sir John Seaton “in Wiggon in Lancashire, the only or main place of receipt for
the Papists’ treasure.” His loss is stated at 800 prisoners, 500 quite routed, and
Joss of treasure to the amount of £20,000. For the details of this conquest, made
but afterwards abandoned, see more particulars in Rosworm’s “ Good Services.”

Vicars then mentions the advance of the Manchester troops to Warrington,
“ with their valued and faithfull German engineer,” and anticipations corresponding
with those in this pamphlet, which however were not realized until another assault
took place in the month following.

The circumstances attending the failure of that now alluded to are subjoined in
the following extracts from Mercurius Aulicus, and Burghall's contemporary
Diary. An account of the reduction of Warrington in May, will be found in
the succeeding pages, and a notice of its important consequences in the history of
the siege of Lathom.

XXXIIL

Repulse of Manchester Garrison and Sir William Brereton at Warrington,
( Royalists’ Army) from Mercurius Aulicus, p. 179, 1643.

Saturday, April 8.—The first news of this day was of a double defeate given by
the Earle of Derby to Sir William Brereton, at Warrington in Lancashire, a towne
very neare the borders of Cheshire. Brereton coming thither upon an hope of hin-
dering the Earl’s proceedings, who was going with part of his forces towards Man-
chester. But Brereton being well beaten at the first onset, with the losse of many
of his men and some of his colours, had no minde to go away till he had perfected
the Earles victorie and his owne overthrow, and therefore drew into the field againe
with the accession of some new forces from Manchester, to play double or quits.
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Which being perceived by the Earle of Derbie, hee purposely held off from accept-
ing the battaile till the duske of the evening, and then sent some of his owne men
under Brereton’s colours to make towards them ; who being taken and indeed mis-
taken for theire owne party, were suffered to joyne with them or come very neare
them upon the one side ; and then the Earle charging very hotly upon the other,
they made a great impression on both sides, and having thus caught them in a
trapp, defeated them with greater slaughter and little labour. But for the parti-
culars of this peece of service, how many of the rebels were taken prisoners, how
many slain, and with what losse on the King's side, is not yet made knowne.

Eczxtract on the same subject, from Burghall's contemporary Diary, entitled
“ Providence Improved,” MS. copy in Cole's Collections, Brit. Mus.

1642-3, March 23.—The next week after, Sir William Brereton with most of his
borse went to Nantwich, and in Easter week Manchester men and he with their
forces agreed to meet at Warrington, for the gaining that town from the Earl of
Derby, who had strongly fortified it, being present in his own person. On Monday, in
Easter week, Captain Ardern and some other Captains, with their companies, did
face the town.” Here follows an account of a sally of the Royalists, apparently
that alluded to in the Merc. Aulicus, and of subsequent advantages of Sir William,
who was on the point of taking the town (as described in Manchester's Joy, &c.)
had not the Earl fired it, in consequence of which the Parliament forces retired,
“to save it from utter desolation.”—p. 116.

XXXIIIL.

A True Relation of a great and wonderfull Victory obtained by
Captain Ashton and the Parliaments Forces against the Earl of
Derby at Whalley in Lancashire. As it was certified in a lotter
Jrom a Gentleman there, to a Member of the Houss of Commons.

For which great mercie they have appointed a day of Thanksgiving.

London. Printed for Edw. Husbands, and are to be sold at his

shop in the middle Temple. May 8, 1643.!
A True ReLaTioN of a great and wonderfull Vicrory &c.

Sir,—Though I be from Manchester, yet having this convenient

! The tide of the Earl of Derby’s temporary success in Lancashire appears to have
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Bearer thither, I thought good to give you a Relation (in which I
desire not to exceed) of Gods great preservation of us, which was
Greater then I mentioned in my last: viz, That the Earl of Derby,
the Lord Mollineux, Sir Gilbert Hoghton, Colonell Tildesly, with
all the other great Papists in this County, issued out of Preston,
and on Wednesday noon came to Ribchester with eleven Troops of
horse, 700 foot, and infinite of club men, in all conceived to be
5000. We lying at Dunkenhalgh-hall with our two Troops hearing
of his great force retreated to Padiam, having before sent to Colonell
Shuttleworth, to raise the Country which he did, all the firemen
came in the next morning (though they have had no pay this 5
weeks) and some few clubmen: I did compute us to be 60 horse,
and some 400 foot, not above five hundred I am sure at the first:
we marched with our horse towards Whalley, where we tooke a
man and 2 geldings of Mr. Lathams the great Papist, and retreated

completely turned with this battle, which was fought on April 20, the Thursday pre-
ceding the writer’s date of April 24.

On April 2d, the writer of Mercurius Aulicus stated, that all Lancashire, except Man-
chester, had submitted to the Earl since the success at Preston, and the subsequent vic-
tory of Major Brewyer— that he intended speedily to go to Manchester, and hoped soon to
be master of a considerable army fit for any action in which his Majesty pleased to
employ the same. At this time Bolton was supposed to have fallen to the Earl, but s
mentioned in the Valley of Achor, the second assault of March 28 failed.

Wigan (the Earl's head quarters) was stormed on April 1, chiefly by Colonel Ash-
ton’s men, assisted by Roseworm, The town itself, however, was abandoned, and re-
sumed by the Royalists, as more fully stated by Rosworm, and as already mentioned in
P. 94.

Blackburn, in the Perfect Diurnall, of April 6 (No. 48), is stated to have been taken
by the Royalists after Preston, but retaken by Seaton, then besieging Preston with
3000 men.

Then succeeds the corresponding mixture of success and discomfiture at Warrington,
noticed in the preceding Tract, which was the crisis of Derby’s fate. It was followed
by the repulse of Tyldesley at Wigan, and the defeat here described, and accompanied
by disappointments consequent on a portion of his troops being ordered southwards
instead of joining in the desired attack on Manchester, with which he had hoped to
crown his success at Preston and Lancaster. For this the reader is referred to Sea-
come, aud to the Earl’s own simple account, in Peck’s Desiderata Curiosa, lib. xi. p. 22,
first edition,
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to Read-bank, here we discovered above 150 horse to follow us,
and when our foot was come thither to us, our horse retreated
more, our foot advanced close under a wall, only myself stood and
faced the enemy : I made as though I fled, they pursued me, when
I knew they were in the command of our men, I advanced again and
shot off my pistoll (being the signe for our foot); whereupon our
men discharged with a great showt ; the enemies horse fled in great
disorder, we wounded many, took forty prisoners, some horse and
60 musquets, our firemen pursued them to Whalley, where the
Earl of Derby and the rest were in the Abbey, much ado we had
to keep our Souldiers back, the enemy (who were ten for one of
us) discharged his Cannon 5 times, but hurt not a man of us,
(blessed be our good God) he drew into a body, we being out of
order ran under hedges, played upon them with our muskets, and
routed their foot, which fled over the Water, their horse still facing
us, our men still pursued them to Lango-green, where Captain
Ashton and myselfe with much ado caused our first men to stay till
more came up, then our men shot ; their horse fled ; then all our horse
came up and pursued them through Salisbury Park, and to Rib-
chester, and most of their great ones had some touch, or some narrow
escape, as themselves report. And having thus driven them out
of the hundred, we retreated to Padiham, where having a good
Minister, some hours were spent in thanksgiving for this great
deliverance, and be assured it is to be taken (next the first great
bout at Manchester) the greatest deliverance we have had. We
had one day last week, and on Friday next we are to observe a
Thanksgiving both in Salford Hundred and this, with praises to
our God. The intent of the enemy was to overrun this Hundred,
and so to Bolton and Manchester, (as upon examination appears
by the prisoners) and be assured if the Lord had suffered this part
to fail, we had in al probability bin utterly undone. The enemy
stole all horses and beasts as far as they went; I hope our Gentle-
men in this county will consider to joyn and clear the county ;
This part which before was dejected, is now through Gods mercy
o
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united and raised, and the common people never more forward, and
the souldiers more couragious, but the Lord is our preserver ;
So desiring still to hear from you, I rest
Your loving Friend. E.F.
Padiham, 24. April,
1643.

ExTRracTs FROM NEWSPAPERS AND CONTEMPORARY AUTHORITIES, IN
CONTINUATION OF THE PRECEDING EvENTS.

April 22, 1643.  Retreat of the Royalists from Wigan, and retirement of the Earl
of Derby from Lancashire.

Speciall Passages, No. 39, May 6.—An account frm Manchester of that date,
giving an account of this retreat as of Saturday senight (viz. April 22) with which
the following extracts from Vicars’ Chronicle accord, and are substituted for it as
being more ample.— Vicars, part i. p.321. May 1643.

“ Certain intelligence came again out of Lancashire that the noble and renowned
Manchesterians under the command of Collonel Ashton, with about 22 hundred
horse and foot, marched towards Wiggon, where Collonel Tilsley commanded for
the Earl of Derbie with 9 troops of horse and 700 foot. But when brave and vic-
torious Collonel Ashton appeared before the town, the enemies were immediately
smitten with astonishment of heart, durst not stand to it, but fled away from thence
to Latham, leaving Wiggon to their possession: whereupon the noble Collonell
demolisht all the outworks and fortifications, burnt the new gates and posts that
bhad been set up, took an oath of the townsmen never to bear arms against the
King and Parliament, and then this brave Collonel pursued the enemie in their
flight to Latham, whereupon the Earl of Darbie and his companie fled thence also
to a town called Prescot, thinking there to have drawn in the countrey to him, but
the brave Manchesterians pursued them close, thither also, and the enemie was
forced to flie back to Latham.

“ But Collonel Askton still pursued them, and forced them thence again, and made
them flie to Preston, whether also the Manchester forces, giving neither themselves
nor their enemies any rest, followed them close, still driving the Earl thence also,
and made him flie éither to Hornbie Castle, or else to the Queen into the North,
his forces being driven at least eight miles from Preston, and pursued by Collonel
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Ashton, whose forces much increased by these his so prosperous proceedings, and
wmany of the Earls soldiers coming in willingly and cheerfully to serve him.

“ The Earl of Derbie shortly after seut to Collonel Askton to desire him not to
fire his house at Latham, promising him 300l. if he would spare it. But the
noble Collonel sent him word that he scorned his money or the firing of his house,
and desired nothing more of him than to meet with him, and to give him battell ;
but he, as I said, ran quite away out of the countie, and durst not stay to accept
that mdtion.”?

! This second reduction of Wigan, on April 22d, would take place three weeks after
the first assault and reduction of it by the Manchester forces on April 1, but the move-
ment of Lord Derby towards the Queen appears to have been misunderstood by the
journalists, and may be explained as follows from his own statements in Peck’s Desid.
Cur. ii. lib. xi. p. 22, with some additions from Rushworth, part 3, vol. ii. pp. 156, 274.

The Queen landed from Holland at Burlington, Feb. 22, 1642-3, reaching York on
March 8, and in a preceding Tract (Lancaster’s Massacre, dated March 25) she is
stated to have pushed outposts to Skipton, in route towards Blackburn. Derby was
at Whalley, in that neighbourhood, and defeated by Ashton there on or about April 20.
From thence (as in the text) he retired to Lathom, whence Ashton pursued him.

According to his own account, it was desired by the Lancashire gentry that he
would go to the Queen “respecting their necessities,” and begging her aid, and he
appears to have been equally troubled by the enemy and by his own troops, “ under
the government of the Lord Mollineux and others” in his absence.

In this absence the reduction of all Lancashire took place, except Lathom, Green-
haugh, Hornby and Thurland (the two last of which fell before June 21), and the
Queen’s aid being prevented by Newcastle’s misfortune at Wakeficld on May 21, the
Lancashire Royalist troops, “yet remaining,” followed Lord Derby to York, expecting
to have found him there.” But news of the intended invasion of Man by the Scots,
having reached York, with other rumours of a revolt there, Derby, most reluctantly,
had previously abandoned his long continued “desire to wayte upon the Queen to
Oxford,” and had withdrawn to his iusular sovereignty. The entire account, in his own
simple and pathetic narrative, is well worth perusal.

A similar statement will be found in the Siege of Lathom, from which it appears that
the Royalists, marching to York, were under the commeand of Lord Molyneux and
Colonel Tyldesley. The Queen, leaving York in June, advanced by Pontefract and
Newark, reducing Burton-on-Tvent on July 2, joining Rupert at Stratford-on-Avon,
on July 11, and the King on the 13th, in the neighbourhood of Edgehill. (Rushworth,
part 3, vol. ii. 274, and Drake’s Eboracum, i. 163.)

The Lancashire troops are not mentioned in the Queen’s letter to the King, from
Newark; but it is certain that Tyldesley was with her, as he earned his knighthood by
commanding the cavalry in the desperate charge over the thirty-six arches of Burton
Bridge. Richard Gerard (brother of Sir William, and cousin of Lord Molyneux) was
desperately wounded in directing the passage of the infantry through the Trent, at the
same attack. See inscription on Tyldesley’s monument, and Collins’ Baronetage, i.103.
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Perfect Diurnall, May 1-8 (Cookeand Wood.)

May 4.—Out of Manchester it is informed that the Manchesterians do keepe
the townes of Wiggin and Preston without any disturbance, and that the Earl of
Derby doth still hold Warrington, and that since Sir John Seatons coming out of
that county there hath been little action on either side.

Kingdoms Weekly Intelligencer, 9-16 May, p. 146.

An account of the interception by Fairfax of a letter from sixe Scottish Earles
to Her Majestie, written from Latham (the Earle of Derbies house) the last of
April, signifying unto Her Majestye with much earnestnesse, that if she did not send
some ayde, at least three thousand horse and foot within sixe dayes, the Earle of
Derbie could hold out no longer, but must be enforced to desert the countrey.
That they came thither in pursuance of her instructions, and after they should
come into Scotland would attend her Majestie in theire returne at Yorke.

P. 147.—The Countesse of Derby herself writ a dolefull letter to Her Majestie,
begging the like speedy ayde, or all was lost; and least neither of these letters
should prevaile with her for aide and assistance, she addressed her to Master Jer-
mane to intercede for her with the Queene, to send the sayde forces to the ayde of
the Earle of Derby.

These letters being made knowne by my Lord Fairfax to the Lancashire Gen-
tlemen, whereby the necessities of the Papists in that County appeared to be such,
that they immediately advanced, have taken Preston,and fetched away the twentie
peeces of ordnance from Lancaster, and enforced the Earle of Derdy to quit the
countrey, and flye from Hornby Castle into Yorkshire, into Skipton Castle in
C'raven.

Continuation of certain Speciall and Remarkable Passages, &ec. No. 45,11-18 May.

A notice of the before-mentioned letters and movements; of a part of the Earl
of Derby's forces still holding Warrington, “ which place they have very strongly
fortified, and brought thither a great part of their goods, plate, &c. And the Man-
chester men are marched against that town with strong forces, both horse and
foote, and with six pieces of ordnance, so that it is thought within few days that
we shall heare that they have taken the said town also, which in doing they will
settle the whole county in peace.”

May 27.—SuRRENDER OF WARRINGTON, AND StMMoNs oF Latroum BY CoL.
Hovrranp, GoverNon oF MANCHESTER.

See Siege of Lathom, where the surrender of Warrington is stated to have been
made by the governor, Col. Norris, in consequence of the surprise (by Fairfax) of
the Lord Goring at Wakeficld (May 21), and after a sicge of only five days.
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Perfect Diurnall (Cooke’s successors) No. 51, 20 May—June 5.

Sat. June 3.—“ But from Lancashire by letters this day and the day before it
was confirmed that the Manchester forces have fully gained Warrington in that
county, being the last hold that the Papists had there, and that now the whole
county is purged from their evill members, and that they all stand firm for Kinge
and Parliament, and have secured the chief townes and places which the enemy
either had, or were in any danger of. What prize they have got in the taking of
Warrington is not yet enformed, but it must needs be of considerable worth. Some
reports they took there 14 peece of ordnance, 1100 prisoners, and great store of
armes.”—See more particulars in Vicars’ Parl. Chron. part i. 341.

Burghalls MS. Diary (Providence Improved) p. 117. Coles’ MSS. Brit. Mus.

“ At this time Coll. Brereton and all his horse were at Stafford, from whence
they returned to Nantwich, and some considerable forces out of Cheskire marched
forth to meet the forces of Manchester at Warrington, which happened to be on
Whitsunday, May 21.

“ On Mayday morning they planted their ordnances, and beset the town round
about, played upon it all that week, it being strongly fortified, and the souldiers
behaving themselves very bravely, but bread and other necessaries being scarce, on
Saturday they came to a parley, when it was agreed that the town should be ren-
dered up, and that Captains and Commanders should depart with every man his
horse and pistols, and all the souldiers to pack away unarmed, and leave all their
arms, ammunition, and provisions behind them, which was done accordingly.

“On Trinity Sunday, Sir Geo. Booth' being lord of the town, entered it, and
was joyfully entertained by the inhabitants. There were slain on the Parliament
side only four, and two of the town ; wherein the mercy of God appeared.”

To Mercurius Aulicus (June 25, p. 333) is mention of the cannon from War-
rington being immediately sent against Halton Castle in Cheshire, then defended
against the Parliament by Captain Walter Primrose, appointed by Earl Rivers to
that service.

GENERAL PRESENTATION OF LaNCASHIRE RECUSANTS.

Kingdom’s Weekly Intelligencer, 23-30 May, p. 165,
 Another thing observable in the generall is, that in Lancashire and Yorkshire
there are more Papists than in all England besides, for in one Hundred in Lanca-

! The elder Sir George Booth, grandfather of the first Lord Delamere, manerial Lord
of Warrington, and in his seventy-seventh year.—Hist, Chesh, i. 402.
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shire, since this Parliament began, there were 15,000 Papists presented at one
Sessions, and many thousands of them convicted presently after, and yet-God
hath shewed his power more in a handfull of men against these numerous and
potent enemies of the Gospel, and growth of the Protestant Religion, then in any
part else in Lancaskire, in a manner quite routed them out.”—See much more on
this subject, in Vicars’ Perl. Chron. part i. p. 343.

XXXIV.

Exceeding Joyfull News out of Lancashire, Nottinghamshire, and
Lincolnshire, or an Extract of certain letters from thence, being a
Trus Relation of the Parliament Forces taking the Townes of
Warrington and Whitchurch, with the names of the chief Com-
manders on both sides : the number of men that were slain, and the
Ordnance, Armes, Ammunition and prisoners that were taken.
Ths cloaring Lancashire of the King's forces, with the manner of
the besieging of Newark by the Nottingham and Lincolnshire
Jorces, and what hath been done there since the siege and the proba-
bilitie of taking the said Towne.

London, printed for Robert Wood, 1643.!

Exceeding Joyfull Newes out of Nottinghamshire and
Lincolnshire, &c.
The wonderfull good successe of the well-affected persons of

! The editor has been unable to meet with a printed copy of this Tract, either in the
Royal or Chetham Collection, or in the libraries of any of his friends or corres-
pondents, A copy, however, occurred in the catalogue of the late collection of Mr.
Thomas Heywood, and he is much indebted to Mr. Baines (author of the History of
Lancashire) for the use of a transcript of that copy, from which Mr. B. made some
quotations in his valuable work, vol. iv. p. 76.

‘Whether the statements are correct or otherwise, the Tract is of no small interest,
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this county is fit to be communicated to the Kingdome; for it is
notoriously knowne that at the beginning of these distractions,
such was the potency of the Papist, and their adherents in that
County, that the well-affected people to the Parliament were but
a handfull in respect of the rest that took up Armes against the
Parliament, which for the most part consisted of the Manchester
Jorces, who stood upon their own guard and were strongly assaulted
by the enemy.

And had not that Town stood very firmly for the King and
Parliament, in all probabilitie the whole County had been brought
into subjection to the oppression and violence of the Cavaliers, but
they standing firm and constant to the cause which they had un-
dertaken, it hath pleased God to give them many great and
miraculous victories over his and their enemies, insomuch that they
forced the Earle of Derby, who was the chief stirrer and maintainer
of the combustions in that county, (being a Gentleman of great
estate and potency there) to flie out of the County above a moneth
since, and to get to York, to the Queen, for shelter; after whose
flight, the papists and those that adhere unto them, betooke them-
selves to a towne called Warrington, and another towne called
Whitchurch, which places were both very strongly fortified both
with Men, Ammunition, Powder, and Ordnance.

‘Whereupon the Manchaster forces besieged the said townes, and

from its reference to the first Parliamentary occupation of Liverpool. It is necessary
to read Ashton for Aston; and as Warwick was Admiral for the Parliament, to make an
amendment, by reading Manchester instead of “ Earle of Derby,” as object of Ais aide.
The reader must, however, be referred to the Valley of Achor following, for a state-
ment respecting Warwick’s ship, and the fact of  Liverpool readily giving entertainment
to it and to us” (namely, the Parliamentarians), taking no notice of the conflicts alleged
in the Tract. The article mentioned with respect to Wigan is also observable, as it
is extraordinary that a town covering Lathom, and commanding the centre of South
Lancashire, which had been twice taken by Manchester forces, and was in the pos-
session of Parliament in a carefully dismantled state, should be selected by Ashton
a3 the place to send Col. Tyldesley and his Royalists to, with ordnance, arms, and
The time when Liverpool passed into the hands of the Manchester forces, however,
(in whatsoever manner) would be the last week of May, or beginning of June 1643.
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after about ten dayes siege, the enemy quitted themselves of part
of the towne of Warrington, together with the Church: for that
they conceived, that in leaving thereof, they should the more
advantage themselves, thinking that the Manchester forces would
not in a few dayes scale their workes, and enter into those places
which they had left.

About which time one of the ships, under the command of the
Earl of Warwicke, strooke into the Harbour called Leverpoole, into
the River of Merse, which commeth to the said towne, and put the
enemy into a great feare; and although the ship came in, rather
by accident than with any intent to aide' the Earle of Derbie’s
forces; yet within two dayes after, the Manchester men having
gotten the great street, and planted their Ordnance on the Church
which commanded the towne, the Popish forces sent to desire a
parley with Colonell Asfon, which was Commander in chiefe of the
Manchester forces, upon which, Hostages were delivered on both
sides, and propositions made to Colonell Aston by Colonel T'illesley
to this effect, viz.

I. That the forces in the towne should surrender up the same to
Colonell Adston for the use of the King and Parliament upon
Quarter.

II. That they should carry away with them their Ordnance,
Armes, and Ammunition, and so march away with bag and
baggage.

III. That without pursuit or interruption of the Parliaments
forces, they should march to Wiggin or some other place in that
County, without molestation.

‘Which proposition not being consented unto, Colonell Ashton
made another assault against the enemy, slew many of them, and
put them into such confusion, that as many of them as could, fled
away for safety, and the rest were forced to yield themsclves
prisoners. There were in the towne about Sixtecne hundred horse
and foote, of which about three hundred were taken prisoners:

! Sece note preceding.
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and those that escaped were forced to leave their Armes behind
them, and ten good pieces of Ordnance, besides all their bag and
baggage. It is reported that from the beginning of the Siege,
Colonell Ashton lost but seven men, and that there were slaine of
the enemies forces (as it is reported by the inhabitants of the
towne) at least 80 persons, many of them being of good quality.

It is certainly informed by persons of repute, that Whitchurch is
also taken by the Parliaments forces, where they had good store of
Armes and Ammunition, and some prisoners, that it hath pleased
God to cleere this County for the present of the Enemy, who are
fled northwards ; and if other Counties would follow their example
there is no doubte but they would soone find the like experience of
God’s blessings upon their endeavours for the blessing of a fair
peace throughout the Kingdome, and the uniting themselves to-
gether to stande for their just rights &c., and the maintenance of
true Religion, which is the onely thing for the honour and safety
of his Majesty, which the Parliament in all their proceedings doe
labour after and by all meanes lawfull seeke to maintaine, and is
the onely way to procure a happy peace and welfare of this King-
dom. And although mens eyes have been long blinded, which
cannot but in all sense be the chief cause that the Kingdome is so
much divided, that notwithstanding they cannot be ignorant that
Jorraigne forces contrary to severall Declarations and Protestations
have been invited into this land, and many already come over to
ayde and assist the Popish faction in England, yet now hearing
that the Rebells in Jreland are sent for to come to ayde the Kings
forces in England, as it is most certaine they are, it thereby most
evidently appearing that the Rebcllion in Ireland, and the raising
the Papists in England against the Parliament to be one and the
same cause, there are none that are not as blind as Balam, that
could not see when he was ready to be distroyed, that will stand
any longer as Newters, and desert the cause, and will not endea-
vour by all possible meanes, both with their lives and fortunes, to
defend the truth, and deliver themselves and posterity from miseries
that otherwise are like to fall upon them.

P
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It is certified for a truth that the Nottingham, Derby, and Lin-
colnshire forces are joyned together in a body and have beseeged
the Towne of Newarke upon Trent.

*.* The rest of the Tract relates to the commencement of this Siege.

RepuetioN or HorxBY AND THURLA¥D CASTLES BY ABHTON.

Certaine Informations, No. 23, p. 181, 1643.

Wednesday, June 21, “ From Manchester in Lancashire they wrote that Col.
Ashton hath taken two castles in the north part of that county, the name of the
one being Hornby Castle, and of the other Thurland Castle, where he hath taken
8ir Jokn Girlington, a strong malevolent in those parts, and also much money
and plate, with many disaffected ladies and gentlewomen who were fled for shelter
into those Castles, and that he is not yet returned to Manchester, because he
intendeth to free all the suspected places of that county from all the Earle of
Derbies open favourers and adherents.”

See the account of this in the Valley of Achor, closing the series of events there
narrated, and, as the author of that Tract seemed to imagine, the civil contest in
Lancashire.




R nRREniiy

LANCASHIRES %
Valley of ACHOR,

IS
Englands Doore of Hope :

Set wide open, in a brief History, of the Wise
Good, and Powerfull hand of Divine Provi-
dence, Ordering and Managing the
Militia of Lancashire;

Not onely to the Preservation, but Exaltation of a Poor, and
Praying people, in two Hundreds; Against, and above a
considerable Armie, of Poplsh and ill affected
persons in foure Hundreds.

Wherein the strift of Piety and Providence, with impiety and humane
strength, in the weaknesse of means, unto graduail, and compleate
Victory is laid out; to advance Gops praise, and
advantage England’s Faith.

Bya well wisherto the Peacs of the Land, and Piety of the Church. *i §

Isa. 8. 9. 10. Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces, gird
cdoa,audycnhallbcbmknupwoa,gwdynndvumdysdd[hbm&a
in pieces. Take oouncell together, and it shall come to mought, speak the word
and it shall not stand for God is with us.
Psal. 46. 7. 11.  The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Iacob is our refuge. Selah,
The Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of Iacob is our refuge. Seluh.

Jer. 30. 16. 17.  Therefore all they that devoure thee shall be devoured, and all thine
mm,ewymofﬁemﬁaﬂgamtocaphmty,mdthcylhatqwdthuahaabc
a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for a prey. For I will restore health
%
3
L2

and I will heal thee of thy wounds saith the Lord, because they called
an Ouwtcast, saying, This is Zion, whom no man secketh after.

Pl

LONDON:

Printed for Luke Fawne, and are to be sold at his Shop in
Pauls Church yard, at the signe of the Parrot. 1643.




Chapter V.

LANCASHIRE’S VALLEY OF ACHOR.

Copies of the following Tract, which is of great rarity, exist in the King’s Col-
lection (Brit. Mus.), in the Chetham Library, and in the Editor’s Collection, from
which last this is reprinted. MS. transcripts occasionally occur, with variations
and additions, which have sometimes been quoted as parts of the original work.

The object of the author of the tract was to give a connected series of events
occurring during the period to which the four preceding chapters of this collection
relate, mingled with religious reflections in the style of the Puritans ; and he seems
to have expected that the struggle would end with the reduction of the Castles of
Thurland and Homby, with which his work concludes. His narrative will be
found to include several events unnoticed in other Tracts, or only to be traced in
them by diligent search, as for instance the second assault of Bolton, the aban-
donment of Lancaster Castle by Birch, and its reoccupation by the Parliament,—
the siege of the same by Derby's troops in 1643, and its relief by Col. Ashton.

In Bamet's God’s Lift-up Hand for Lancashire (quoted in p. 88), will be found
several literal transcripts from this work ; as, for instance, respecting the sunocessive
appearances of “ God's Banner” in the Hundreds of Salford and Blackburn,
which occurs i this Tract at the end of the account of Manchester Siege ; the
notice of the stranding of the Dunkirk ship laden with ordnance on the Lancashire
coast ; and the allusion to the comparative effects of the Royalist and Parlia-
mentary cannon at the siege of Manchester, in the * fourth Temptation” and
¢ Tssue.”

The last citation is the more worthy of notice, as Barnet expressly terms it a
remark of Mr. Angier, by which observation, on account of the early date of the
Tract, 1643, he can scarcely be supposed to intend any other member of this
family than Jokn Angier, one of the Committee of Presbyterian Ordination, and
minister of Denton. Perhaps he may only intend so to refer the remark cited ;
but it appears that the author, whoever he may have been, was of the clerical pro-
fession, from the expressions used in the prefatory Epistle.

The Editor believes that no precise information can be obtained on this point.
The work has been assigned to Angier by two authors, well versed in the subject :
and, on the other hand, he is assured by a writer intimately conversant with the
history and literature of this period,—the Rev. Joseph Hunter,—that not only is
there an absence of the slightest allusion to suck authorship, in the Life of Angier,
by his son-in-law, Oliver Heywood, but that there is nothing to the purpose in any
of Heywood's MS. Remains, that have fallen under his biographer’s notice.
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THE EPISTLE TO THE READER.

—_——

Good Reader. ‘

Thou hast a willing (though weake) discoverie of Gods footsteps
in Lancashire according to best information. Some Ornaments of
the History were laid aside for reserved Roasons. God’s praise and
thy profit were specially intended. Pray that the means may be
assisted to these ends, so shalt thou ingage to adde, or alter upon
information, what may honour God, and helpe thee. I have per-
formed what was proper to mine own profession, leaving the Soul-
dier’s part, wherein men and things were notable, to the Souldiers
performance.

LANCASHIRES
HOURE OF SAD TEMPTATION

AND

JOYFULL ISSUE.

Gobs eternall counsells about his Church are in time turned into
Promises, Promises into Prayers, Prayers into Providences, and
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